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	MINUTES
GTLNC Board Meeting

February 16, 2010 - 7:03 to 8:45 PM
	Toluca Lake Elementary School

4840 Cahuenga Blvd.

Toluca Woods, CA  91601




Acting Chair: 
Lance King, Vice President

Members Present:
Betsy Dennis, Cathy Naugle, Cathy Saliba, Craig Strong, Gene Klow, Janice Eaton, Jessica Sterling, John Moskal, Lance King, Peter Hartz, Reyn Blight, Rich de Michele, Ryan Altoon

Excused Absences:
Dexter Connor, Gene Klow, Jack Thomas, Jeff Rector, Jerome Williams, Terry Davis

Members Absent:
Bridget Oberlin

Standing Guests:
Alice Roth, Jay Goldberg, Rob Benevidez

Grievance Committee Members Present:  2

Total Stakeholders and Guests:  22
	#.
	Topic
	Motion
	Action Items

	1.
	Meeting Opening and Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Roll Call was taken.
Agenda was reviewed.
Minutes from January 19, 2009 were reviewed and approved as submitted. 

President’s Remarks 

· Lance King spoke about the elections and our need for new committee volunteers and board members.  He encouraged all stakeholders to participate in the GTLNC and help us work to convince the city to do what’s in the best interest of Toluca Lake.

· Lance reported that the Neighborhood Watch meeting was a huge success.  There were over 200 people in attendance, and as a result there are 14 new watch captains.

	Motion:  Jessica Sterling moved that the GTLNC minutes from January 19th be approved as submitted.
Motion passed:  11/0/0

	

	2.
	Councilmember Tom LaBonge and Alice Roth reported that:
· They believe that the effort to save Cahuenga Peak will be successful, they have raised a million and a half dollars and that they believe they will raise the 12 million needed to buy the land.

· Monday, February 22nd there will be a drive around with Councilmember LaBonge to look at traffic problem areas in Toluca Lake.  If you are interested in going along, please meet at noon at the office at 10116 Riverside Drive.  

· They are working with the DOT to get preferential parking permits for people living the area affected by the paparazzi problem.

· The new traffic signal at the intersection of Taloofa and Riverside Drive should be installed by July.

· The new budget cuts may require Neighborhood Councils to be integrated into the Department of City Councils.  Layoffs may be required to keep necessary services, and departments may have to combine efforts. 

	
	Betsy Dennis will see that this event is posted on the website.

	3.
	Open Forum for Stakeholders

· Mike Gaffney/Irene Harris – Cancer Society Relay for Life.  They asked us all to support their event on May 22-23, 2010 at Walter Reed Middle School.  They reminded us how much the quest for a cure for cancer needs our help.  1 in 2 people will get cancer in California and 1 in 5 of those will die.  More information can be found at www.relayforlife.org/studiocitynohoca
· Roger Tanna – New owner of the car wash at 10515 Magnolia Blvd, now named Presidential Car Wash came to let us know that they would like to be involved with the community and will continue to post our agendas at their facility.  Their car wash recycles 95% of the water, and they are using radio frequency equipment to conserve power.  

· Mary Weaver – Stakeholder.  She is concerned about the homeless encampment behind a restaurant near her home on Aqua Vista Street.  Officer Benevidez will stop by the restaurant and speak to the owner about the problem and encourage them to provide adequate lighting. 

· Gary – Stakeholder.   He expressed his frustration with the fact that the focus on public transportation that was expressed by local politicians hasn’t materialized, and that he believes that the focus on solutions to traffic issues continues to involve road widening and other road corrections as opposed to public transportation.  


	
	

	4.
	City & Neighborhood News and Announcements 
· Los Angeles City Council District 4 (CD4) – See above #2.
· Toluca Lake Chamber of Commerce/CUSG) – Not present.
· Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) – NoHo Division – Rob Benevidez said that residential burglaries are on the rise.  If you see anything suspicious, please call the police and take license plates if possible.  The crime map for our area is posted on our website.
· EmpowerLA  (formerly DONE)  - Taneda Larios said that their department is going to be cut by 60%.  She confirmed that there are no term limits for Board members.  Taneda has the parking passes for City Hall, she will drop them by the office.
· California State Assembly District 43 – Not Present.
· Department of Water and Power – Not Present.
 
	
	

	5.
	New Business – None presented.

	
	

	6.
	GTLNC Committee Reports – Possible Motions and Votes by the Council
	
	

	
	Planning Committee 
· Gene Klow reported that the letter was sent to Tom LaBonge requesting that he support our request that the Century West BMW/Mini Cooper adjust their design to match the community plan.

· Gene also reported that the letter was sent to the Planning Committee withdrawing our support of the T-Mobile cell tower.
· Gene  reported on the Toluca Lake Village CDO and passed out a handout. 


	
	

	
	Public Safety 
· Jay Goldberg reported that the State might already have some regulations in place that could help deal with the solicitor problem through the Department of Labor.
· They are planning another CERT training and Jay asked Outreach to help.
· Jay spoke briefly about the request to downgrade Cahuenga.  Councilmember LaBonge said that with the current budget situation this mostly likely wouldn’t happen, but encouraged Jay to send the letter anyway to express our opinions.

	Motion:  Janice Eaton moved that the GTLNC write a letter requesting that Tom LaBonge reintroduce his motion to re-designate and downgrade a segment of Cahuenga Blvd from Lankershim Blvd to Magnolia Blvd from it’s current street classification of secondary highway, to a collector street.

Motion passed:  7/0/4

	Jay Goldberg will draft a letter to be signed by Lance King.

	
	Outreach   

· Rich deMichele reported that the YMCA letters needed some changes and are being resubmitted.

· Board members were asked to help with distribution of the newsletters to business on Riverside Drive.

· Outreach is looking for new members; they meet the 1st Thursday of the month at 7:30 at the office.

· Outreach is also looking for a point person for Elections.  We are rapidly approaching the deadlines and need to get the process going. There is a binder in the office that outlines what has to be done.

· John Moskal said that he needs volunteers to bring food for March, April and May.


	
	

	
	Environmental Affairs 
· Jessica Sterling reported that Earth Day this year is being coordinated directly through the schools.   They need volunteers for this event, which is yet to be scheduled.


	
	

	
	Governmental Affairs  - Not present.


	
	

	7.
	Treasurer’s Report  (10 minutes)

· Peter Hartz reported that the additional 15k was not approved, but the $45k budget was.  He redid the budget to accommodate the reduced amount.  The council is under-spending, at this point we have only spent 46% of our allotted budget.  Committees need to look for projects.

	Motion:  Peter Hartz moved that $3,250 of the $8,200 previously allocated to Environmental Affairs for unspecified community projects be re-allocated to Outreach for the re-design and launch of our website as previously approved.
Motion passed:  10/0/0

Proposed motion:  Peter Hartz moved that $1,000 of the $3,900 previously allocated to Outreach for Advertising, be re-allocated by Outreach as follows:  $500 for the Toluca Lake Car Show and $500 for the Holiday Open House as previously approved.
Motion passed:  10/0/0

Proposed motion:  Peter Hartz moved that $2,000 of the remaining $4,950 previously allocated to Environment Affairs for unspecified Community Projects be re-allocated to Outreach for the YMCA Youth Government program as previously approved.
Motion passed:  8/0/2

	

	9.
	Meeting Close and Wrap-Up

Thanks to Reyn Blight and Cathy Saliba, who provided the food for tonight’s meeting.

Reminders – 

· Next meeting is Tuesday, March 16, 2010.
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