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GREATER  TOLUCA LAKE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL  

 

10116 Riverside Drive, Suite 200 
Toluca Lake, California 91602 

PHONE  818-755-7674      FAX 818-755-7649 
info@gtlnc.org   www.gtlnc.org 

 
 

Planning & Land Use Committee Meeting 
Minutes for:  Tuesday, 12 January 2010 

11640 Burbank Boulevard 
NoHo Police Department Conference Room 

   
Meeting Opening  
 
1. Call to Order                                                            Start Time:   6:30   pm 
 
2. Attendance:  
 

Committee Members Present:  G. Klow, Chair; R. Bogy; E. Weyenberg; S. Appleton; M. Weaver; R. Blight; 
D. Conner; R. Altoon 
 

Committee Members Absent:  B. Oberlin 
  
Guests:  (Please see Attached Sign-in Sheet) 
 

3. Motion: to Approve the December 2009 Planning Committee minutes.    
Approve d with the following correction Ð the address listed under ÒOld BusinessÓ (wireless cell tower 
on Forman) should be 4771 Forman (not 471 N. Forman). 

 
 
Old Business - Public Comment (3 minutes each regarding a project) 
 

4. Application for a Condit ional Use - For unmanned Wireless Cell Towers  
 Request to be located at the top of 4771 Forman Ave, Toluca Lake  
 Review and discuss including the document prepared by Nancy Oppenheim (Attachment 1)  
 

Public Comment Summary:  
!  That public notices about the project were received by the community after the project had been 

evaluated by the Planning Committee and the GTLNC. (see Attachment 2 Ð the GTLNC letter of 
November 1, 2009). 

!  That they have been told that City Council office does not support the project. 
!  There are Public safety concerns because of insufficient measures in place to ensure proper 

installation.   
!  There is probably a negative impact on adjacent property values. 
!  The addition of the screening on the roof will cause visual blight. 
!  The affect on residentsÕ existing cell phone service. 

 
Community members requested the following of the Planning Committee: 
 

!  Provide a letter from the GTLNC which rescinds its prior letter and states opposition to the project.  
(This letter is needed as quickly as possible after the GTLNC meeting January 19, 2010 for the Zoning 
Commission).   

!  Provide a letter from the GTLNC which requests that the City require an analysis by an RF engineer 
prior to and after the installation. 

!  Provide a letter from the GTLNC which requests that the City conduct an appraisal of properties in the 
area for comparison with property values prior to and after the cell towers are installed.   
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Guest Andrew Westall (who works in City Councilmember Herb WessonÕs office) stated that Mr. WessonÕs 
office typically turns down requests for cell phone towers on residential buildings.  He stated that other service 
providers often want to co-locate at a site which has existing telecommunications towers.  He also said that the 
federal government has precluded municipalities from taking action on cell phone towers due to public health 
concerns.   
 

G. Klow stated that concerns about the proliferation of telecommunications equipment is gaining momentum 
amongst Neighborhood Councils, some of which have signed on in support of changes to their regulation and 
installation practices. The Committee pointed-out that its support was based on the information that was 
presented at the time by T-Mobile and that no residents were in attendance to voice their objections.  The 
CommitteeÕs concerns were the aesthetics of the project and those recommendations which it made (to which 
T-Mobile agreed) were to mitigate visual blight. G. Klow pointed-out that T-Mobile may be unwilling to proceed 
with the agreed-upon mitigations if the GTLNC rescinds its support.   
 

R. Bogy stated concern about writing the requested letter unless the Committee has a clear reason to do so, 
such as this newly-received information from the community.  R. Blight stated concern about the inherent 
ÒunfairnessÓ of the affected residents not having received notification in a timely manner with regards to the 
GTLNC meeting (T-Mobile did follow the CityÕs required procedures).   
 

Motion 1 -   that a letter be prepared  by the GTLNC which requests that the applican t provide an 
 analysis before and 90 days after installation which proves that it meets the FCCÕs 
 regulations.   The vote was 5 ÒYesÓ, 0 ÒNoÓ, and 2 Abstentions.    
Motion 2 -  that a letter be prepared by the GTLNC which states ÒSubsequent to our letter d ated 

November 1, 2009 T -Mobile (the applicant) sent public notice to residents and property 
owners within a 500 ft radius of the proposed antenna site.   That notice resulted in a 
sizeable response from the surrounding community opposing the installation of  
transmission towers.   The concerns of the community are varied and passionate.   After 
hearing the communities concerns the GTLNC Planning Committee hereby recommends 
that the GTLNC amend their position and oppose  the installation of communication 
antennas , but in the event that the City of Los Angeles decides to move forward and 
approve the case, the GTLNC continues to request those mitigation measures outlined in 
our letter of November 1, 2009 .Ó  The vote was 6 ÒYesÓ, 0 ÒNoÓ, and 1 Abstention.    

Motion 3 -  that a letter be prepared by the GTLNC which requires the City to undertake a residential 
 real estate valuation impact analysis of communities with telecommunications towers.  
 The vote was 4 ÒYesÓ, 2 ÒNoÓ, and 1 Abstention.   
Motion 4 -  that a letter be prepared by the GTLNC that requests that the property owner ensure that 
 the equipment and screening walls be taken down should the antenna become obsolete, 
 abandoned, or inoperable.  The vote was 5 ÒYesÓ, 1 ÒNoÓ, and 1 Abstention.    
 

G. Klow recommended that an ad hoc sub-committee be formed to investigate further this issue in order to 
draft committee guidelines with which to address future projects of this nature.  This committee will work in 
conjunction with other NCs already studying the subject. 
 
5. Century West BMW/Mini Cooper Dealership  
 Update from Milo Roses, VP at Century West BMW and Mr Whitfield, project architect  
 

No one came to the meeting to represent the project so the Committee discussed it in their absence.   
 

This is a Òby rightÓ project.  Discussion ensued regarding the failure of the project to be in compliance with the 
Community Plan which was adopted by the City in 1998.  The issue is the proposed architecture which is, 
according to Mr. RosesÕ presentation at a prior meeting, dictated by BMWÕs corporate headquarters in 
Germany.  Its modern design fails to comply with the Community PlanÕs requirement that all buildings which 
are built after the Community Plan was adopted must be Spanish Modern in deference to the historic Campo 
de Cahuenga.   
 

R. Bogy reminded the Committee that the Century West BMW has been a Ògood neighbor.Ó    
 

Motion 5 -  that the GTLNC send letters to City Councilmember T. LaBonge, the City Planning   
  Department, and the City Building and Safety Department which informs them that the  
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  project as designed is in conflict with the Community Plan and that the Council is   
  concerned that the proposed project will be constructed without due public process.   
  The vote was 7 ÒYesÓ, 0 ÒNoÓ, and 0 Abstentions.   
 

Because the affected community will not receive notices about the project (this is a Òby rightÓ project), the 
Committee gave M. Weaver and D. Conner permission to draft a flyer (to be reviewed by R. Bogy) for 
distribution to neighbors and businesses in the affected community prior to next weekÕs meeting of the GTLNC.   
 
 
New Business - Public Comment (3 minutes each regarding a project) 

 

6. Master Land Use Application 4660 W. Cahuenga Blvd., @ Kling, for proposal to install wireless 
telecommunications facility con sisting of 3 microwave dishes, and 1 equipment cabinet, all 
mounted on the existing building roof to behind FRP screening blended to match and 
compliment existing building.  Contact:  Alexis Osborn @ RealCom Associates, on behalf of 
Clearwire .  (949) 838-7313 or alex.imagine@gmail.com .   

   
Alexis Osborn and Jason Hadley presented the project.  Clearwire  is a wireless internet service and a 
subsidiary of Sprint/Nextel.  Ms. Osborn stated that they could not locate an existing Sprint site at which to co-
locate the project and that their efforts to locate the equipment at a Department of Public WorksÕ building were 
unsuccessful.  The proposed site is an apartment building.   
 
Discussion ensured regarding their proposed site, proximity to Toluca Lake Elementary School, how much they 
compensate property owners, public health concerns, co-locations with other providers, and their timeline for 
the project.  The presenters stated that they cannot locate a project on school grounds but they are within the 
established guidelines with regards to proximity to a school, that the average compensation is $1,000/month, 
that no studies have revealed public health problems as a result of this technology, and that the project is 
expected to be through the Planning Approval process within 6 Ð 7 months. 
 

The following items were requested of and agreed to with the representatives from Clearwire : 
 

1. That they return to the March Committee meeting for additional discussion 
2. That they bring a map of the GTLNC area which identifies all of the proposed project sites.  
3. That they provide notification to the neighbors in the affected community prior to the March Committee 

meeting.  Ms. Osborn stated that she would have to talk with her client about this request.  G. Klow 
asked her to notify the Committee in advance of the meeting if the client is unwilling to do so. 

 
7. Discussion Item - R. Blight requested that the issue of Accessory Dwelling Units be placed on the GTLNC 

19 February Agenda  
 
8.   Close Meeting:   9:40   pm 

 
Next meeting: 6:30 pm on Tuesday, 9 February 2010 

LAPD Conference Room 
11640 Burbank Blvd. (at Colfax), North Hollywood 

 
Neighborhood Council Meeting Agendas are posted for public review: Discovery Shop bulletin board on west wall, Ramsey-Shilling 
Real Estate, 10205 Riverside Dr.; Toluca Lake Car Wash, 10515 Magnolia Blvd.; North Weddington Park Recreation Center-Bulletin 
Board; North Hollywood Public Library, as well as on the GTLNC Web site www.gtlnc.org. 
 

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability and upon request, will provide reasonable accommodations to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. 
Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request.  To ensure 
availability of services, please make your request at least three (3) business days (72-hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by 
contacting the Neighborhood Council Project Coordinator Taneda Larios at 818-374-9892, Toll-Free (866) LA-HELPS, or email 
taneda.larios@lacity.org. 
 

Process for Reconsideration: Any person or group adversely affected by the decisions or policies of the GTLNC may file a written 
grievance with the Council. The Council shall then refer the matter to the Grievance Committee. Persons who wish to claim a grievance 
may do so by communicating with any member of the Grievance Committee, and the Grievance Committee shall invite the person 
claiming a grievance to present arguments and evidence, which may include testimony, to the committee. The Grievance Committee 
shall act to hear a grievance within thirty days of the initial communication and shall prepare a report and recommendation to the 
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GTLNC to present at its next meeting, or at least no later than the following meeting. The Grievance Committee may on its own volition, 
communicate its findings directly to the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) in addition to reporting to the Governing 
Board. The Governing Board shall include Grievance Committee reports in its agenda and shall hear the reports in a timely manner as 
describe above.  Any aggrieved stakeholder has the right of appeal to DONE any decision by the GTLNC. This grievance process is 
intended to address matters involving procedural disputes, e.g., the CouncilÕs failure to comply with these Bylaws, or its failure to 
comply with the CityÕs Charter, the Plan, or local, State or Federal law. 
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Attachment ONE 
 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 
Here is a request to place items on the agenda for the Jan. 12 Planning meeting, and coordinate for the Jan. 
19 GTLNC meeting. The full text is below, and the same text is also attached as a .pdf. Please be so kind as to 
distribute to full committees as needed. Many thanks, Nancy Oppenheim 
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$,-6#8'5&4#,-Y!&88#-:!4%#6!4,!4%'!1(&--#-:!$,22#44''*6!(#64!,7!15,X'$46.!,5!$,,58#-&4#-:!S#4%!S%#$%';'5!
$,2 2#44''6!S,<(8!>'!>'64!6<#4'8!4,!4&C'!#4!<1E!)5.!5'$,22'-8#-:!4%&4!4%'!7,52&4#,-!,7!&!S,5C#-:!:5,<1!>'!
&--,<-$'8.!S%#$%!S,<(8!6,2'%,S!5'1,54!4,.!,5!%&;'!#-1<4!75,2!9(&--#-:.!&-8a,5!9<>(#$!?&7'40.!&-8a,5!
@-;#5,-2'-4&(!A77&#56.!&-8!)<45'&$%E! 

  
 END 
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Attachment TWO 
 

GREATER  TOLUCA LAKE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL  

 

10116 Riverside Drive, Suite 200 
Toluca Lake, California 91602 

PHONE  818-755-7674      FAX 818-755-7649 
info@gtlnc.org   www.gtlnc.org 

 
 
Date:  1 November 2009  
 
To:  Los Angeles City Planning Department 
 Expedited Processing Section 
 City Hall 
 200 N. Spring Street 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Case #:  ZA-2009-1873-CUW 
 
RE: Application for a Conditional Use  
 For unmanned Wireless Cell Towers  
 
Subject:   Request to be located at the top of 4771 Forman Ave, Toluca Lake 
 
On 20 October 2009, at our regular monthly meeting, the Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council (GTLNC) 
voted to SUPPORT the requested unmanned Wireless Towers to be added at the top of the subject property. 
This vote of support was predicated upon an agreement between the representatives for the Forman Villas, T-
Mobile and the GTLNC that the following conditions will be attached to the approved application.  

1. the new screen walls and the cell antennas will not exceed the highest point on the existing building 
which is the top of the tower adjacent to the main entry on Forman. 

 
2. the new screen wall will be no taller than the Stair Tower (Top Elevation 627.60 as shown on attached 

Topographic Survey, sheet LS-1) or wider than presented on the attached architectural Exterior 
Elevations, sheets A-3.0 & A-3.1. These drawings are attached and have been prepared for T-Mobile 
by C.R. Carney Architects of Tustin, CA. The drawings have a most recent revision date of 10/13/09.  

 
If you have any questions about this request, we will be happy to discuss this in more detail.  Thank you for 
your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

         
Jerome Williams, GTLNC President    Gene Klow, GTLNC Planning Chair 
 
cc: Ms Any Julien 
 amyjulien.stc@gmail.com 
 Raymond Smani 
 Forman Villas LLC 
 1025 N. Brand, Suite 323 
 Glendale, CA  91202 

 
 
 


