This just in from the Public Television Industry Corporation (A non-profit public benefit corporation):
PUBLIC ACCESS SUPPORTERS: LINE-UP TO TESTIFY

Los Angeles, CA Almost sixty people lined up to testify on Wednesday, April 29th at the City Hall
hearing before the Budget and Finance Committee on ITA funding for public cable channels. There
was only one proposal presented to the Committee to restore public studio facilities. First to testify
were PUBLIC TELEVISION INDUSTRY CORPORATION (PTIC) officials who outlined in their
one minute presentations how they would restore the public cable facilities....

FUNDING AVAILABLE

The PTIC proposal presented a plan to restore public20cable studio facilities, one each year for the
next four years. Fourteen public studios and channels went dark this January when Time Warner
Cable opted out of providing public access, instead under the new DIVCA legislation they are
required to pay the city $5 million per year to be used exclusively capital costs for replacing the public
studios. This 1% cable franchise fee cannot be used for any other purpose according to the legislation
and city officials told the Council committee they expect to receive the first payment of this money in
just a couple of weeks.

HELP PUBLIC VOICE BE HEARD

The concept of public access cable channels, as intended by the FCC mandate, was to provide
opportunity and facilities whereby independent producers could record their shows in sound proof
studios with editing rooms, professional assistance and training. The FCC concept was to

encourage citizen involvement and coverage of issues and events by enabling the public's voice to be
heard in contrast to the main stream media and government perspective.

MORE CHANNELS COMING?

With the telecoms now providing Internet access and video delivery under the DIVCA legislation, A-
T-T and Verizon are also required to provide public channels in the same manner as are the cable
companies. Currently A-T-T has proposed a plan to place all Southern California

Cities public programming on one channel in an "On Demand" fashion so t

hat they will be downloaded rather than cablecast. The City of Los Angeles is opposing the A-T-T
plan known as U-Verse and insisting they provide separate public channels.
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For more information on PTIC's Plan call:

David R. Hernandez, Vice President, PTIC 818-448-3403
or Leslie Dutton, President 310-822-4449.



