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COMMITTEE + BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE
1st Mon @ 7PM – Public Safety
1st Tues @ 6:30PM – Outreach
1st Tues @ 7:00PM – Elections
1st Tues @ 7:30PM – Environmental Affairs

2nd Mon @ 6:00PM – Planning & Land Use
2nd Tues @ 6:00PM – Gov. Affairs
3rd Tues @ 7PM –
nd
2 Tues @ 6:30PM – Executive Board
General Board

MEETING MINUTES:

1. 7:00 – 7:10
10 minutes

2.

Topic

Responsible Person

Meeting Opening / Call to Order

Jason Friedman, President

Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call
Approval of Board Minutes

Jason Friedman, President
Juliann Miles, Secretary
Jason Friedman, President

MOTION A: Approve the GTLNC February 18, 2020 Board
Minutes as amended.

VOTE: 16__/_0_ /_0_
First: Robyn Allyn
Second: Lee Jamieson

President’s Welcome
-We were dark in April and in March we have a very full agenda.
Open Public Forum - (Three (3) Minutes per Speaker)
We had a request to give people a heads up to provide time left
-Kelly Altobelli: Hannah, I want to thank you for last week. That you have heard the same message for the
last 3 years and that you aren’t getting the word out. Putting bulletins in front of the property that are going
to be torn down. Facebook is old and no one goes on it anymore. Thank you, Hannah. Robert, I want to
thank you for the candor. That the contractors didn’t follow the rules. Only an upright man would speak
that candidly. Jason, I don’t know who you are. The fact that the agenda is not front and center and that
the meeting is not a priority. I have an issue that there was a fast track to approve this building. We are
letting this bulldoze through. This project is full of flaws. It is full of flaws. It has a deficit of 44 spaces.
Don’t bring up mass transit. We heard about the horrible accident that happen last week. We are asking
you to do all that you can and stop this.
-Angelica Benitez: I am the acting the Senior Lead Officer. I am here to see if you have anything you would
like to discuss.
Jason Friedman: If you have the time we would like to circle back during that time to let people speak with
you.
Angelica Benitez: I am only here until 8pm.
Jason Friedman: We will make sure to come back you.
-Dawn Mellen: I know you guys have listen through us. I know we are a small group and we represent
others. So many other people through Toluca Lake. Even though we don’t have everyone come on regular
basis, we represent so many people through Toluca Lake. The fact that you guys are considering a variance
for this building is beyond understandable. You giving a variance sets a precedent. Can we see what is
going on in your mind? Can we hear what you guys are thinking? So we have a better understanding. That
is really all I have to say. Is there any way to hear from you guys?
Reynold Blight: May I just jump in here. We don’t give variances. The city does that. It is a long elaborate
process. The project on Cahuenga and Bloomfield, that started a year and half ago. We get to comment on
projects as they go by. If they are in compliance with all the state and city laws, we don’t even hear about it.
You need to talk to your councilman David Ryu.
Dawn Mellen: Thank you for explaining that. You lose the quaintness of our town. That is why we came to
this special place.
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Robert Scibelli: To give you a little bit of history, we exchanged several emails with the community
members. The last planning meeting was over 3 hrs and most was on this. This is a by right project. You
can’t stop it. We can’t stop it, and the City can’t stop it. This went to the State. This developer has an
approval for a by right project. He is meeting the code. This project is by right. The extra 11 ft is given by
the state. The reason we approved a project like this, when we are given a project like this, when someone
puts forth a structure that we can’t stop, we are asking that they make some concessions. There is SB 1818
SB50 SB330 SB592. There are myriad of bills that will affect single family homes. There is nothing that we
can do about it.
Colby Jensen: Dawn, we met a few years ago. Not all of us voted for this. I knew there was a tidal wave
coming. There are members against this. We are not for this movement. We know we can’t do anything. The
reason we are all on this board is to protect this community as much as possible. It was shoved down our
throats.
Dawn Mellen: It helps to hear your feedback.
Colby Jenson: I am concerned about this. The roof top terrace. A lot of things. I don’t care for this by right
project.
Jason Friedman: I just want to make sure that we get other members time to speak about the project.
Thank you Dawn. There are a lot more people who want to speak about this.
India Dupre: I had the opportunity to speak at the last meeting. I am a resident at the Cahuenga/Bloomfield
building. I want to discuss a few tactics the developer has used. I thank Colby for voting against it. It is so
important that we don’t have a stamp of approval from Toluca Lake Council and hopefully it will help.
These buildings were owned by Judy Coates. A lot of love went into these buildings. In the middle of Covid
19 they took away our laundry. They already paid people to move. They pit neighbors against each other.
Asked for tax returns to be able to prove that the people that lived in this building. don’t qualify for very low
income. Just wanted to say thanks for listening. These are beautiful apartments. I get that development
happens. If there is any way to delay or prevent it, it would be a good thing.
-James Fitzpatrick: I don’t need be able to talk now. I have questions about motions. If we aren’t going to
be able to talk then I want to talk now.
Jason Friedman: You are able to talk about motions. Just raise your hands.
James Fitzpatrick: I pass thank you
-David Wheatley:I am a stakeholder. I am part of the community opposition to this project. I can’t really
see everyone in that brady bunch configuration. As the government by the people
-Hannah Globus: I am pausing to help you. If you look at gallery view you should be able to see everyone.
-David Wheatley: This is what it is like to be a member of the public. You get to see each other. None of us
get to see each other. I don’t want to hear people who said that their hands are tied. I don’t like to be
around that people who cave. There are other environmental concerns. We need another committee chair.
Robert Scibelli: We are not caving. People who are following law aren’t caving. If you want to change the
law, let’s rally to change the law.
Jason Friedman: I would like to get our temporary Senior Lead Officer. Officer Delbar is on paternity
leave. We have our acting Senior Lead Officer available and we want to get that in.
Fred Iberri: I would like to allot my time to Tess Taylor. So my 3 min to her.
Kari Negri: I am the new President of Toluca Lake HOA. I wanted to introduce myself and I will make my
comments for the motions.
Steve Hampar: Past President of Toluca Lake HOA. The developer made a presentation to us some time
ago. They made it sound very positive. They could have done 70 some units and they cut it down a bit. With
TOC, they would provide less parking space. Doing this they can give one. It wasn’t until the January
hearing that there was the new information. They didn’t say there was a condition. So that it abutted those
homes. Those homes are going to be highly impacted. No parking spaces for guests. Even though there is
one space they figured that owners wouldn’t really drive, but they will take public transportation.
They are getting massive benefits with the affordable units. With the new info and response from residents,
the HOA is not in support.
Barbara Shepherd; I live next to the development on Bloomfield; I get whiplash when board members
discourage community members. One board member encouraged community involvement. I pulled out the
minute and there are discrepancies on there. There was an unpaid neighbor who is excited. I haven’t heard
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it because they can’t close the lane on Cahuenga. They will use the alley. My garage is on the alley. Doesn’t
trash or sanitation use the alley; it isn’t clear in the minutes if that was stated. There is nothing in the
minutes about the height. I didn’t get a postcard from the developer that this was happening. They are
suppose to give. Suppose to get one by Sept 9th. We would like a new letter taking away the support for this
project.
Geoff Tock: Local residents. I don’t understand why development is bad. There is a strong case for
development. There are many people paying a third of their income for rent each month. Understanding
politics, I think Rob’s policy assessment of this is correct. If the state makes the decision Toluca Lake does
not have the ability to not do it. It frustrates me to no end to take it out if people who we elected who are
doing what they can. I don’t like that at all.
Lindsay Stoddart: I want to comment slow down the traffic during the pandemic. We live in Toluca Woods.
the accident the other is super scary. Knowing this pandemic is something that can come back, it would be
great to have a plan in place to slow down the streets for now and in the future. A good way to take care of
our community is having a plan to slow down for our families. If there is a way to garner support for this.
I hope you can put something together that everyone can agree on. I think it would bring our neighborhood
together in a great way.
Michael Schneigher: From Streets for All. Advocating for slow streets. 13 neighborhoods have passed
similar motions. 11 that have chosen streets they want to slow down. 120 community org that have applied
this. 2 more will go in this week. I encourage you to apply this as much as possible. Also on the adapt
motion. It supports the 2035 mobility plan. It gives us a shot for getting out of cars to improve the air. In
China, car sales are booming. Can you imagine 20% more cars? Only asking they paint the stripes when
they pave streets.
Tess Taylor: I want to speak on the Bloomfield project. I strongly oppose. I think the methods are
inadequate at best. I feel the development has been made exempt from CEQA, and the project simply does
not qualify.; No traffic study has been done. By any norm, the project does not conform to the area plan;
These plans are meant to address lack of open space. The plan reduces open space by 20%. There have
been numerous Brown Act violations. I feel the developers paid a fee to fast track this. I was just told there
was no new information since January. Going downtown LA I was able to see an additional 265 pages. ;
Some of us oppose over development. The trees this project has cut down. It will cut 70 year old trees. The
idea they can remove those mature trees and plant new trees it is wrong. This does not receive toc
designation. In a post Covid world, higher density breeds a health hazard. The neighborhood council
should represent those who live there. I would like a CIS withdrawing support for this project. It is not a by
right project. I asked people to phone into the 5/28 meeting to oppose this project.
Lee Jamieson:I want to piggy back on Tess. She is correct.
Jason Friedman: This is the public comment section you can comment further in meeting.
3.

City & Neighborhood News / Announcements - (Standing Open Forum)
1

State 46th Assembly District

Logan Smith, NC Liaison

2

LA City Mayor’s Office

Caroline Menjivar, East Valley

-I am glad to be back. Lot of moving parts. Appreciate the
Rep.
communication with board members on various topics
-Pet groomers are now allowed as well as car washes are now open.
The Mayor will continue to modify the stay at home order.
-Although it will be in place, it will continue to modify. We
encourage stores to open up and do curbside service.
-Lot of small business are not understanding that although they are
allowed to be open, they are not allowed to have customers inside.
-Continue to share these businesses in violation with your council
office and me.
-SaferLA is a useful site for all small business. It provides guidance
for all they need to do. There is a checklist of all the things they need
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3

to do. They can see the stages we are in, and what will be opening up
in each stage.
-I am available for questions caroline.menjivar@lacity.org
-I host conferences as well as send out emails twice a week.
Jason Friedman: Any questions for Caroline? If not, we will move
on.
LA City Council 4th District
Alice Roth, Senior Deputy

4

-Councilman sends his well wishes.
-See councilman’s website to see his legislation he is working on
regarding seniors, small businesses, etc. Doing a good job on policy.
Go on to the council’s website. Last meeting was today, but there is
so much every changing. He is working on a lot of testing. Looking
to expand testing capacity.
-Performing outreach to seniors. Groceries, medication, someone to
talk to. Working with Mon Ami to provide services.
-Tenant and Immigration rights townhall. More virtual meetings will
take place. Ryu will be on it to answer questions.
-Motions to halt storage evictions safe parking. A lot of Covid 19
updates and resources are available. Visit website.
-Emma Howard has been working aggressively on the questions that
come up. Working to get a virtual meeting with the council. In the
meantime, reach out to Emma at Emma.Howard@lacity.org or you
can always reach out to me at alice.roth@lacity.org. You can also
reach out to Jason and he knows how to reach me.
-I am always in the community. Working on homeless encampments,
tenant issues, senior issues. Working with different people and
reaching out to address issues.
-We are working on some of the homeless encampments. The
mayor’s Project Room Key. Trying to get people off the streets into a
housed environment.
-Resurfacing project on parts Riverside Dr., Ledge, Clybourn. A lot
of no parking signs are up.
-Robyn Allyn: Homeless under the freeways. It was my
understanding that it will be taken care of this Friday.
-Alice Roth: That’s right. Judge ruled that living under the freeway
was affecting their health.
-Robyn Allyn: Where would they be allowed to go?
-Alice Roth: That is what the project room key is for.
-Robyn Allyn: So, after Friday will they be cleaning up those areas?
-Caroline Menjivar: By 5/22 we have to submit a plan to rehouse
the homeless. That’s what that date is about.
-Robyn Allyn: That is not that they will be removed, but it is that a
plan will need to be in place.
-Alice Roth: We are doing the best we can, and any questions for me
or any issues I can help with.
LAPD NoHo Division
Angelica Benitez, Acting Sr. Lead
Angelica Benitez:
- He is going to be gone for at least a month or 2.
- I am able to answer any questions.
-We have heard about the line outside of Trader Joe’s. People
jumping the line and getting aggressive. During the pandemic, all the
units have been tasked with special details.

Officer
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5

-We have been tasked with assisting people outside. A patrol officer
that will be there as these stores close. This is to make sure during
close people aren’t trying to get in.
-Speeding on Valley Spring Lane & Toluca Lake neighborhood.
Reach out to traffic division and have an officer there to come out
and deter speeding. I plan on being out when construction crews are
leaving to stop any possible speeders.
Robyn Allyn: We had talked the other day about the hit and run.
This is the exception not the rule. The trucks do drive very fast but
rather than running that stop sign, they are pretty cautious. Rather
than a patrol officer, can we have one of those signs?
Angelica Benitez: That is why I wanted to reach out to the traffic
officer. They suggest that if they can’t spare an officer they may have
other ideas.
Hannah Globus: If we pass slow streets, that would include that
area.
Colby Jenson: Questions about the hit and run on Valley Spring.
Angelica Benitez: That is handled by the traffic division. The
following day it was found in Hollywood. It was not occupied. It has
been on hold for DNA and a print. We know that it was a rental.It
could have been with a stolen rental car or not. We know the victim
had some fractures.
Juliann Miles: Is there any contact information or email where
individuals can reach out to contact you?
Angelica Benitez: 42616@lapd.online
All officers are part time here and part time in other divisions. If you
need to reach out to me, email me. I will reach out and handle issues
as they arise.
Kelly Cole: I have one question. Do you have any information on the
large drug bust near Toluca Lake Florist?
Angelica Benitez: That was a search warrant for an illegal dispensary
or large grow. The local narc division handles it. They do about 1 or
2 a month. If it is a larger operation or if a tip comes through a source
it goes through downtown. I don’t know the specific details on it and
it was handle by the downtown. Everything was taken care of. It was
a major police presence and it was taken down.
Tony Carey: Was it the exactly flower shop? People want to know
so that so they won’t shop there.
Angelica Benitez Not to my knowledge. I don’t think it had anything
to do with the flower shop.
LA DWP
Jason Stinett, NC Liaison

6

Empower LA (DONE)
-6/1 final date for check request submission.
-6/5 by-laws are due.
-6/20 final date for credit card transactions.
-5/1 was the date that we nc readjourned
Next fiscal year neighborhood councils may receive 32,000. It has
not been voted on yet.
BONC passed several policies. Planning 101 training, uniform
censure and removal policy, all can be seen on website under policies
-Council will be reviewing on 5/28 on draft ordinance of board age
and youth voting.

Freddy Cupen-Ames, NC Advocate
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-Neighborhood councils in April requesting the use of such
Emergency Funds. Neighborhood councils can contribute to
agencies, purchase ppe, provide meals to seniors, etc. This is what
other neighborhood councils did to provide emergency funds without
other board action. It now has gone back board vote on funding other
board actions.
Kelly Cole: Is there anymore movement on rolling forward funds?
Freddy Cupen Ames: $10,000 rollover is in affect. Anything
beyond that would be encumbered. I sent an email out. First email is
about what can be encumbered. The second email is a form to have
those funds encumbered.
Kelly Cole: Thank you
Tess: Can you go back to 5/28 to the age item for neighborhood
councils. I didn’t catch all of that?
Freddy Cupen Ames: Yes, the draft ordinance by the city council
for the HENPAR on 5/28. It is city reform for neighborhood council
voting age and up to one youth seat. This council file 18-0467 it
would be the second item. It is still a draft to be reviewed.
Tess: This is another neighborhood council or?
Freddy Cupen Ames: HENPAR is an acronym stands for Health,
Education, Neighborhoods, Parks, Arts, and River Committee. It is a
committee of the City Council.
Tess That is why I didn’t understand it. Can you email me a draft to
that.
Freddy Cupen Ames: I will so that if neighborhood council wants to
do a CIS they can.
Juliann Miles: It would supersede and anything we currently have or
will pass?
Kelly Cole: Would it supersede?
Freddy Cupen Ames; yes
Kelly Cole: Do you know how long it will take or?
Freddy Cupen Ames: It will be at least 30 days. I dont’ have exact
date. It is up to the City Council. Priorities to them will probably be
the budget.
Kelly Cole: I wanted to know precedent is?
Freddy Cupen Ames: Typically, they would review. If there were
no amendments, it would go to City Council to vote on it. It would
begin. As separate council file. City Council would vote on it. Then it
would rest for 30 days. That would allow us to find how to enact it.
Jason Friedman: Is the age proposed 16 or 15? Do you know the
age?
Freddy Cupen Ames: The ordinance would be touching upon 3
aspects. Minimum age. Age would leas be 16 to vote. The minimum
age to serve, a person must be at least 18 years of age. An optional
youth board seat can be added. Neighborhood Council can get up to 1
seat. That youth board seat must be 14 years of age and not older
than 17. At least 14 years of age to vote for another youth board seat
member. I can’t make interpretations on this because I am not the
City Attorney. I can email the board a link to the draft. If you want to
closely align yourself to this ordinance, or that would be
recommended. For Toluca Lake, if you will think about making such
changes it will be Board structure changes. I can talk about it in more
detail when it comes up.

Responsible Person
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GTLNC Budget Advocate

Responsible Person
Brandon Pender, Budget Rep.

-We been having difficulty trying to put together budget day.
-Last board meeting decided no budget day until September. As per
our by-laws, we still need to have an election. Everyone is scheduled
to stand down in 27th of June.
-They have already selected the people for the break-out sessions.
-Email will go out so that neighborhood councils can pick out budget
reps. We will have a list of people who are budget reps. This will
meeting will happen via zoom.
-It was a nightmare to try to perform Budget Day via zoom. It was a
nightmare. We decided to hold that back and do elections first.
-I don’t see us being able to have a Budget Day in person but the
additional time will allow us to have a Budget Day via zoom and
work out any kinks.
-If it looks like we are going to be able to have a physical Budget
Day in City Hall. We will look forward to have that happen.
- I have sent out the White Paper. It wasn’t up on website. I sent it
out to the President and to the Treasurer so they can send it out to
you. We are going to have to put some that stuff on the side and this
Covid 19 has put a light on the budget and the government’s
response. The new budget advocates need to hit the ground running. I
can see a great bit of difficulty to get some of the department heads to
speak to us. It will give us time to discuss what should have been
done to the budget to prepare for this. This will be interesting time to
get the City to listen to the us and the stakeholders on how they
should have gotten prepared.
-The revenue is diminished because a lot of the retail stores are not
functioning. There will be issues with the current white paper. I
would like a better opportunity to talk to the neighborhood council on
what is happening. I will come to a meeting before our election. I am
running for re-election, and I am running for budge rep. I will still be
involved with the neighborhood council.
8

Toluca Lake Chamber of Commerce
-Thanks for everyone this evening for their time and energy.
-We are having the Covid 19 and the economic crisis. Thank you all
very much for all the help and support all have given in the years.
-We are excited about the reopening to the state and our local
Thank the City for your efforts in assisting us in helping us in making
sure that we are doing everything.
-Toluca Lake Chamber of Commerce is helping by providing a free
membership. Any small bins that is a member of the chamber, we
will provide them with a tremendous amount of assistance. Please go
to the website. It shows what the business are doing now. We
encourage you all to go to the website. Whether you are a member or
a resident member. You have the ability to access the app. This app
provides you with a discount in the community.
-Thank you to Toluca Lake Beautification Partners our fellow
members. The neighborhood council, the Garden Club, and the HOA
because together we are getting this village to this together.
And a huge thank you to Toluca Lake Magazine. They have been our
voice and a huge support.

Adam James, President
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Thank you for being a support. We wish you well with support,
safety, and good luck. I truly believe we will come out stronger than
before.
9

Toluca Lake Homeowners Association

Keri Negri, President

-We are still going to still try to do turkey trot in November.
-We appreciate everyone’s support.
Jason Friedman: Thank you for being president. Welcome.

4.

10

Toluca Lake Garden Club

Dana Boyd, President

11

-Thank you. Great meeting.
-We are meeting via zoom and our last meeting will be in June. There
will be a new president being installed. Her name is Leslie Boras.
-We are continuing as a group to maintain lemon trees and trees on
Riverside Dr. There are challenges with a tree by Paty’s, and we are
working in it.
-If you have any concerns about the plants or any ideas, please do not
hesitate to email me.
Toluca Lake Beautification Partners
Ryan Altoon, Chair

12

-Quick update on the work Toluca Lake Beautification Partners is
working on new website. We are 501c3. We do beautification
projects around Toluca Lake, including the median, Toluca Lake
Elementary, and the Cahuenga on and off ramp.
-We are in the throes of riverside streetscape project. Surveys will go
out. It will identify various items need.
-We can put a budget together that will makes us eligible for state
and regional grants.
-Planning dept has agreed to take our plan and fold it into our
community plan. We can save so many dollars and it allows us to
make it a lasting impression to and thing get done.
-The project we hope to get done foremost element we hope to get
done. The chamber presented a project that partners need to get done.
Kudos on the Partners team.
-Our hope is to get a permit in the following months and construction
soon after.
NoHo (Amelia Earhart) Library
Ann Bowman, Librarian

13

Toluca Lake Elementary School

Jeff Daniel, Principal

14

Rio Vista Elementary

Silvia Roman, Principal

15

Toluca Lake Farmers Market

Rich Armas, Manager

GTLNC Committee Reports – Possible Motions & Votes

GTLNC Committee Chairs

Executive Committee
- (One (1) Minute per Speaker, per Agenda Item Allotted)

Jason Friedman

• Social Media, Newsletters, & Website
We received comments about not getting info. We are on
Facebook, Twitter, Nextdoor, and weekly newsletter that
comes out. If there is a social media platform that we are not
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on that you think we need to be, please let us know. We want
to get as much info to the public as possible. We are updating VOTE: ___/___ /___
those platforms as much as possible. The website is at
gtlnc.org. Most of our events are cancelled. We did form a
Covid 19 committee.
Kelly Cole: Original idea of the Covid 19 committee was to take
advantage of the ability to spend the money a little more freely in
the community. Good news we didn’t spend any money. There
wasn’t a pressing need to in our community. We put together a
survey. It has been in the newsletter and we got some
compliments from the community. A couple people mentioned
that we could host a food drive or piggyback on a food drive.
One person had question about unemployment, and I was able to
direct them where to go. We have been giving the email for the
mayor’s office to help direct people by people who are trained to
direct people. We want to do an outreach such as postcard in our
area. It seems like the expense was very high and it seems like
things are starting to opening up. The urgency has passed.
Tess: Thank you for update for meetings and agendas and
minutes. The main minutes need to be placed on gtlnc.org. I had
to make up a year and a half. A year and a half of minutes has
not been up, that should be the main source and everything is
supplemental.
Jason Friedman: We hear you loud and clear we are in the
works to get all of those things up to date right now.
•

Upcoming GTLNC Projects
a.) Covid-19 Ad-Hoc
b.) Community Clocktower NPG

MOTION B: Approve a 2020 NPG for Toluca Lake
Beautification Partners up to $5000.00 for the Clocktower
Beautification Project on Riverside Dr.
Tony Carey: I am not sure to address these questions to; there is no
presentation to the board
Jason Friedman: Thank you Tony. I am going to turn it over to Ryan.
Ryan Altoon: This is one of two renderings we have. Toluca Lake
Beautification Partners is investing 50000 into this project. We are
working with the City. We are revitalizing that existing area to provide
a community gathering space. We use this area for events. This project
will accomplish a variety of things. We are providing an ADA pass
through. Clock has a chime element. They have done clocks that are
located in the Americana. It serves as an identifier. Chase agreed to
maintain this area. Since this is a public improvement, the city will
provide insurance. We glad to remove a blighted component, and put
something better there. Former chamber president supports removing
sign and put in a district clock. We have tried to be as fiscally

VOTE: ___/___ /___
First: Richard McFalls
Second: Colby Jenson
Reynold Blight & Robyn Allyn have
recused themselves.
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responsible. Structural engineer and landscape engineer provided pro
bono work.
The request is to get us through the threshold to get us across the finish
line. Clock has been purchased. I am excited to answer any questions
about this.
Hannah Globus: How much of this going into the clock and into the
parklet?
Ryan Altoon: The 15 ft sidewalk will remain. The landscape that is
there will remain.
Hannah Globus: How much is going to clock and how much is the for
the benches.
Ryan Altoon: Benches are $2000 a piece, the rest will go to the
remaining. Lot of it is going into the ground. No soft cost. Those things
were done pro bono. Everything is going toward public benefit.
Tony Carey: Thank you for everything. Looks beautiful. How much
has been raised? If you raised 50000, you’re good.
Ryan Altoon: The additional 5000 is pencil.
Tony Carey: What has changed in these presentations? We have never
heard that additional funds are needed what has changed?
Ryan Altoon: Community input. It started as putting a clock in there. It
didn’t address and include public space. Can we increase public safety
by giving additional space. Then we went to enhancing the project.
Such as additional space. So there is the law of opportunity. Can we
increase the project while limiting the cost. Such things as safety. That
is why we found ourselves trending to this. It was not just an object in
space.
Tony Carey:Thank you. Not taking away from all the things. We have
given 2500 to Beautification. We are upping it to 7500 in all these talks.
That is a big commitment.
Jason Friedman: I would like make sure put Reyn and Robyn are on
hold during this conversation.
Kelly Cole: Us putting them on hold is because they are recusing? They
are representing GTLNC, and I would like to hear what they are would
say.
Tony Carey: I agree
Jason Friedman: This is a Freddy question. We are on motion B. This
is a non-profit that is composed of community member leaders and
representatives. We have 2 board members part of this organization.
Freddy Cupen Ames: That should have been done before this meeting.
Any perception of conflict of interest should be discussed. I can’t say
who has a conflict or not. It is something that I cannot state. What I can
say is say please, please, if you have a conflict have a discussion with
the City Attorney. I have to leave it to the City Attorney. I cannot
require them to recuse themselves. I am sorry you cannot get a definite
answer. That is the city attorney to determine whether that the board
member has an interest.
Kelly Cole: They are representing GTLNC
Tony Carey: Isn’t that how the Beautification Partners met up. That we
have gotten input from the board.
Jason Friedman: It is importance not to talk over each other and let
people finish their thoughts. It would be nice to let Ryan chime in to
give some background info.
Ryan Altoon: It is an advisory board. It is people sitting from 4 groups.
This was many projects that has been voted on by 4 groups.

Responsible Person
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So when Toluca Lake Beautification Partners had been part of that
since the beginning. They lent their talents to this. You can talk to any
of the other groups and get unanimous approval. We feel we have had a
lot of input. We feel that the partners have discussed this in the
planning committee and over the many months we have been working
on it. What additional information do we need to provide to support a
project like this. What questions do you have?
Tony Carey: It is about the amount of the contribution. It is a big
chunk, and we haven’t heard about until now. What is your plan to
finish this project without the funds?
Ryan Altoon: We will remove certain scope elements to make this
work.
Hannah Globus: What will you remove?
Ryan Altoon: I don’t know. Projects inflate. We have been fortunate
that we have been able to prevent it from be inflated. This is the
ultimate vision we will try to achieve. We think about the intent we are
trying to accomplish. By taking a dollar and making it last decades
rather than an evening or moment. It is a thing that enhance many
things; public safety, beautification, remove concrete areas, and add
pavers. Lead in this project and show the things to come, and show
people who are partners in this to show in every effort. It is trying to get
everything into it that is in it today
Tony Carey: Who in the planning committee has seen this?
Hannah Globus: I haven’t seen this.
Robert Scibelli: I think it comes down to whether you like this or not.
$5000 is not a lot. It is not like the budget year still has something big
earmarked like Earth Day.
Tony Carey: All the year we have been told there isn’t any money.
Arthur Wypchlak: I would like to talk about the budget because
everyone is talking about it. At 4/30, GTLNC, we have 23000 in the
City account. Pre Covid 19, our budget was spoken for. Covid blew a
bomb in our budget. At the end of the fiscal year, if we pass nothing
right now, we will have 10000 roll over and 13000 would be swept
back.
Kelly Cole: I still maintain this should be pushed June. I believe they
can speak on this and I want to hear their thoughts.
Hannah Globus: I don’t want to diminish this. This project made a ton
of sense. I am concerned. I can’t remember when I could give feedback.
I have been on the planning committee. I am concerned the about the
clock element cost. At a time when I am working with Adam to put
together survey about what the businesses need. At a time when
businesses lost a ton of revenue. They are going to need to provide ppe.
All these things we can cover. I have some real concerns. So, we can
research what businesses need?
Jason Friedman: To all the board members that have chimed in, I want
to get to all the business.
Arthur Wypchlak: What we had program in budget for the fourth
quarter 7.500 for Earth Day. 7500 for Cahuenga streetscape. 4,500; 500
for Pancake Breakfast. 1500 for admin expenses.
Jason Friedman: The strong recommendation from the neighborhood
council presidents around the City is if there were was a strong project
in the community, do not wait until the last minute to submit them. As
things that is being pushed to the last minute as frivols spending.

Responsible Person
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James Fitzpatrick: I agree it needs to be done. Symbol of hope and is
iconic. A development that it is going to be 5 stories high will be across
the street. It won’t stand out like it will with the dev across the street.
Brandon Alpren: Doesn’t help the community if it is not accessible to
bicycles and not accessible to foot traffic. I don’t know who is going to
hang out in a parking lot going to hang out at a bank.
Adam James: President of the Chamber. First, I would like to take a
moment to talk about what is in that location. What has been in that
location for the past 50 years. This vision of this clock started with the
previous president. What has been the creation of this project. This has
been a HOA and the Chamber. This has been a Chamber project and
has been a Chamber location. We decided to unite with you. You asked
earlier to for the voice of the small businesses. I am. This will unite all
of us. If you don’t support it at this point, we will raise the rest. We are
here because it represents us. This is something that gives more unity
and harmony. When asked what you could do to support us. This is
support. This is a symbol of hope as we move on to the next chapter.
Geoff Tock: If this is on the 1 yard line, we shouldn’t give the money.
This is iconic. I don’t see it that way. Not sure the taxpayers will see it
that way as well. I hope someone else pays for it.
Dana Boyd; Thank you for considering this project. I have been
involved from the beginning. The collective community is for it. To go
forward without the neighborhood council is a huge miss. What
happens across the street is separate and we can’t wait for developers to
define this community.
Eric Ulbrich: There are a lot more pressing matters. We frequently
visit this area. I would feel like now is not really time. Especially if
someone says they are going to raise the additional funds anyway.
Keri Negri: From Toluca Lake HOA. This is tangible object. This isn’t
conceptual. Lots of conceptual garden club and we thought you as well;
Colby Jenson: Is there is branding on it as well.
Jason Friedman: There is
Lee Jamieson: I like the clock a lot. Not the project across the street. I
support the clock.
Jason Friedman: Can you talk about the labeling on there.
Ryan Altoon: It will have a list of donors on the clock. Yes, we have
detailed budget of the project.
Hannah Globus: Is there a reason why that wasn’t provided for the
meeting?
Ryan Altoon: we have to p
Jason Friedman: It is part of the npg, and it is on the website.
Ryan Altoon: We have distinct groups in Toluca Lake. The reason to
bring this non-profit was to bring these groups together. This is one of
the elements. This is for all the constinuents. This is a district marker. I
hear hang out in a parking lot. We don’t have a ton of green space, so
we got creative. These are congregating areas. I do appreciate the
fiduciary piece, and this is something long-term.
Tony Carey: I ask this to pushed to next month. We have heard part
the of public tonight. We are coming into the end of the fiscal year. We
have heard, s the planning people can be part of it.
Hannah Globus: I want to second what Tony Carey. I know there is
value there. Can we table the motion?
Freddy Cupen Ames: It isn’t to table, it would be to postpone.
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Katherine Hatton: I have a procedural question. Aince it is 10:23, is it
possible to have a special meeting to finish?
Freddy Cupen Ames I would love that. The logistics of that is that you
have to pick another time, give 72hours, and pick up the portion of the
meeting. You can have an old business and new business split. We can
continue onto new agenda item meetings.
Juliann Miles: I move we put a pin in this meeting, and I can send out
a doodle to get the board’s availability.
Jason Friedman: Is it possible to do it in the middle of this motion? If
we are postponing the rest of the meeting, we don’t have to take a vote
on it tonight. It is important to do have a meeting soon. Let me bring
Robyn and Reyn back. We are at scheduling a meeting at a date to be
determine.
Robyn Allyn: For reyn and I who haven’t been I the room what
happened?
Freddy Cupen Ames: It has been postponed. It gives the nc time for to
contact the City Attorney to see what they recommend.
Jason Friedman: With that it is 10:30.
Hannah Globus I want to make sure that to put the application in for
slow streets. I want to get some guidance on how to proceed. I can
submit the application now and we can come back and revise it.
Juliann Miles: Since we are postponing the meeting, and since there is
some concern around this project, I think we should discuss this at the
next meeting.
Hannah Globus: It is because they only accept one per an area, and
anyone can apply for it. They may not have an equitable map.
Juliann Miles: I would rather have the conversation and postpone. It is
one thing if a member of the public submits something, but is another if
we as a board submit something that with addressing the concerns and
having the conversation.
Kari: Is this mobilty motion? Is happening now or being tabled because
I want to discuss this. There are some inaccuracies in this letter.
Hannah Globus: I stand down
Dana Boyd: If we are tabling things, should we table them all.
Juliann Miles: I want to reiterate that we are not tabling, we are
postponing. I just want to clarify
Jason Friedman: Every motion is important rather than rush through
let’s postpone.
5.

New Business:
Tess: well run meeting well run thank you and good night

Jason Friedman, President

6. 10:37

Meeting Adjourned

Jason Friedman, President

Next meeting: Tuesday, June 16, 2019 – via Zoom
COMMITTEE + BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE
st

1 Mon @ 7PM – Public Safety
1st Tues @ 6:30PM – Outreach
1st Tues @ 7:00PM – Elections

2nd Mon @ 6:00PM – Planning & Land Use
2nd Tues @ 6:00PM – Gov. Affairs
3rd Tues @ 7PM – General
nd
2 Tues @ 6:30PM – Executive Board
Board
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1st Tues @ 7:30PM – Environmental
Affairs

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS The public is requested to dial *9, when prompted by the
presiding officer, to address the Board on any agenda item before the Board takes an action on an item. Comments from the
public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other
matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment
period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention
during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a
future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the Board.
PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS - GTLNC agendas are posted for public review as follows:
•
Discovery Store (Community Kiosk), at the Southeast corner of Forman Avenue and Riverside Drive;
•
www.gtlnc.org; or
•
You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System
at http://www.lacity.org/government/Subscriptions/NeighborhoodCouncils/index.htm

As covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the
basis of disability and upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services,
and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided
upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days prior to the meeting you wish
to attend by contacting the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment at 213-978- 1551 or
email NCSupport@lacity.org Section 702: (GTLNC Bylaws) Grievance Procedure.
•

An individual stakeholder or group of stakeholders shall have a right to assert a grievance with respect to any act by the
Council or any member of the Council.
• Grievances shall be handled in a manner that is consistent with rules and regulations adopted by the City of Los Angeles
through its Charter, its ordinances, and the rules as communicated by its agencies, including the Department of
Neighborhood Empowerment.
• Disagreement with legitimately determined policies or positions of the Council shall not be considered a grievance for
the purposes of this section.
• An allegation that the Bylaws, the Charter Plan or any other local, state or federal law has been violated shall be the
legitimate subject of the grievance procedure system.
• For this purpose, the stakeholders at the annual meeting shall elect a Grievance Committee, consisting of three persons,
none of whom shall be a member of the Council.
• A vacancy on the Grievance Committee may be filled temporarily by the Council, but that position shall be filled by
election by all stakeholders at the next regularly scheduled meeting of stakeholders.
• Persons who wish to claim a grievance may do so by communicating with any member of the Grievance Committee,
and the Grievance Committee shall invite the persons claiming a grievance to present arguments and evidence, which
may include testimony, to the Committee.
• The Grievance Committee shall act to hear a grievance within 30 days of the initial communication and shall prepare a
report and recommendation to the Council to be presented at its next meeting, or at least no later than the following
meeting.
• The Grievance Committee may on its own volition communicate its findings directly to the Department of Neighborhood
Empowerment in addition to reporting to the Council.
• The Council shall include Grievance Committee reports in its agenda and shall hear the reports in a timely manner as
described above.
• An aggrieved stakeholder may appeal a decision by the Grievance Committee to DONE.

Process for Reconsideration: Any person or group adversely affected by the decisions or policies of the GTLNC may file a
written grievance with the Council. The Council shall then refer the matter to the Grievance Committee. Persons who wish to
claim a grievance may do so by communicating with any member of the Grievance Committee, and the Grievance Committee
shall invite the person claiming a grievance to present arguments and evidence, which may include testimony, to the committee.
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The Grievance Committee shall act to hear a grievance within thirty days of the initial communication and shall prepare a report
and recommendation to the GTLNC to present at its next meeting, or at least no later than the following meeting. The Grievance
Committee may on its own volition, communicate its findings directly to the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment
(DONE) in addition to reporting to the Governing Board. The Governing Board shall include Grievance Committee reports in its
agenda and shall hear the reports in a timely manner as describe above. Any aggrieved stakeholder has the right of appeal to
DONE any decision by the GTLNC. This grievance process is intended to address matters involving procedural disputes, e.g.,
the Council’s failure to comply with these Bylaws, or its failure to comply with the City’s Charter, the Plan, or local, State or
Federal law.

