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MINUTES 

Regular Board Meeting 

Tuesday, February 20
th

, 2024 at 7:00PM 

Toluca Lake Elementary School – Auditorium 

4840 Cahuenga Blvd., North Hollywood CA  91601 

 

       Supporting documents available at GTLNC.org. 

 

For public comments, please fill out a separate speaker card for each agendized  

item on which you wish to be heard.  Up to two (2) minutes per speaker. 

 
 

X  Tess Taylor, President 

EX  Jo Ann Rivas, Secretary 

X  Arthur Wypchlak, Treasurer 

X  Paul Hartel, Alt. Secretary 

X  Deborah Bartlett 

X  Shawn Besharaty, departs at 9:05PM 

EX  Irene Birmingham 

X  Cella Duffy 

X  Doug Hamblin 

X  Tim Micsko  

X  Renata Ray 

X  Deborah Yazmajian 

X  Jill Young Manson 

AB  Jon Zimbrich 

 

1. Call to Order.  7:08PM   Roll call.  Announcements.  

 

1. Jill Young Manson – warns about West Nile Virus.  Gives recommendations. 

2. Tim Micsko states Sweet Salt now re-opened. 

 

2. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only. 

 

1. Allen Carpenter expresses concern about Executive Directive 1 (ED1) which enables work-

around to normal processes to get project approved and proposed 11-story, 68-unit blvd for 

low income homeless people in single family home neighborhood where he owns a duplex.  

2. Gary Frazeur expresses same concerns as Allen Carpenter.  Says he looks forward to re-

turning on March 11
th

 for PLUM meeting.  If it happens in our neighborhood it can happen 

anywhere.  ED1 project was stopped in Sherman Oaks, hope we can stop this but need help.  

Doug Hamblin states that your city councilmember needs to hear from you.  

3. October Crifasi provides street safety updates on Camarillo / Bellflower, corridor, reports 

there have been at least 5 accidents.  Residents seek traffic calming measures, speed bumps 

if we qualify.  Notes financial burden (totaled cars), public safety concerns, no injuries yet.  

Seeks support and other potential remedies.  Police reports have been filed. 

4. Rudy Melendez states his candidacy for Council District 2.  Will protect single family homes 

from upzoning, supports LAMC 41.18, does not support re-electing DA George Gascón, 

supports additional funding for public safety and taxpayer protection act requiring 2/3 voter 

approval for all new local taxes.   

5. Amy Huth expresses concerns about preferential parking district within West Toluca Lake.   

6. Tess Taylor states motion 23-1339 passed in LA City Council today (VNY Specific Plan / Citi-

zens Advisory Committee).  Valley districts are united in demanding a responsible Airport 

Plan that considers existing communities, our region’s environmental concerns and limita-

tions.  Neighborhood councils across the valley support need for City Council to adopt 

moratorium on aviation development permits at VNY until new airport plan is researched to 

guide such developments.  
 

http://www.gtlnc.org/
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3. Approve January 16
th

, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes.  
 

Key: Y = Yes, N = No, A = Abstain, AB = Absent, R = Recusal, I = Ineligible 
 

Item 3.             Vote:  11 / 0 / 0             |          Mover:   Besharaty       |          Second:  Hamblin 

Y   Bartlett Y   Besharaty AB    Birmingham Y   Duffy  

Y   Hamblin Y   Hartel Y    Miscko Y   Ray AB  Rivas 

Y   Taylor Y   Wypchlak Y  Yazmajian Y   Young Manson AB Zimbrich 
 

4. Update from Community, City, Regional and State Representatives.    

 

1. Shannan Calland:  Lunar Celebration on Sat Feb 24, 12:00PM to 4:00PM, 5108 Lankershim.   

Speed hump program applications open Thu Mar 21 at 9:00am at LADOT Web site, encour-

ages people to be online at 8:59am because hundreds of people will apply, short window.  2/3s 

of residents needed to get speed hump. ULA Program – 120 days extension for those who quali-

fy for program to prevent eviction, added 120 days, back rent for COVID.  Program recd 

$35M, with over $40M in checks going out, high rent, applicants were paying upwards of $10K 

for rent, no cap, Housing Dept overwhelmed. Patricia Walden asks, do housing grants have to 

be paid back?  No.  Tess Taylor states homeless individuals inserted into neighborhood instead 

of being taken to service center.  People who drop off and install homeless individuals with 

tents on public rights of way have been photographed and reported by residents.   

 

2. LAPD Senior Lead Office Kurtis Delbar reports rise in Grand Theft Auto and burglaries from 

motor vehicles.  Biggest issues with traffic safety are speed, unsafe lane change, following too 

closely, distracted driver are primary causes of accidents.  More vehicle vs. pedestrian inci-

dents near Metro Red Line area.  Officer Mulheim is one traffic officer for all of NoHo Divi-

sion.  Refer parking complaints to LADOT.  RVs can park on public street. If leaking or dump-

ing, we can address it.  Recommends online reporting at LAPD.ONLINE.  Report parking to 

Kurtis, then can go to LADOT. 

 

3. Aaron Battalion Chief 14 – if you have CERT questions contact us.  Sand and sand bags avail-

able at LAFD 86 for flooding concerns.  Repeated flooding at Tujunga and Riverside.  Stay in 

car if stuck, we’ll come get you.  Oak and eucalyptus trees are coming down, these bring lines 

down, if you see wires down, don’t go near and call us.  Call Gas Co for power outages.  Make 

sure disaster prep kits are up to date:  food, flashlights, know where to shut off gas, and elec-

tricity.  Deborah Yazmajian asks who is in charge of cleaning drains.  LASAN (storm drain and 

sewer systems).  Tess commends LAFD Adam Van Gerpen – Public Information Officer.   

 

4. Erica Gatica Doughty suggests neighborhood councils (NCs) appoint homeless liaison to work 

with Mayor’s office.  Another NC brought in senior LADOT engineer to address community 

concerns, drafted Request for Action to mitigate problems.   Bylaws amendments deadline April 

1.  Asks NCs if they want Zoom licenses for remote meetings.  Board of Neighborhood Commis-

sioner (BONC) discussion about Code of Conduct today, some changes.  Now NC board mem-

bers only have to take Code of Conduct once, no expiration.  Jim Fitzpatrick asks about big 

pushback against this and incursion on constitutional rights.  Erica says this was before her 

time and DONE can no longer remove board members.  Tess Taylor states GTLNC voted to 

oppose proposed amendments to Code of Conduct and that is wrong for staff to remove elected 
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officials.  Kelly Cole states that ethics revision got into constitutional issues, which were folded 

into Code of Conduct.   

 

5. Diane Rana, legislature in session.  Laura Friedman is sponsoring EDD webinar.  On Friday, 

April 19
th

 Friedman Earth Day staff partners with Caltrans to pick up trash at freeway off 

ramp.  If anyone needs help with State Agency, please call.  Caltrans Legislative Liaison 

Amaany says Toluca Lake Beautification Partners has submitted paperwork and Caltrans is in 

the process of approving $2M   Part of TLBP getting public money is taking public input.  

Tess Taylor states she has been waiting since December 20 for employee list from Caltrans.  

Rudy Melendez asks about Caltrans improvements, and what checks and balances are in place 

with EDD after seeing between $30M and $40M in fraud from false EDD claims.  Diane states 

robust ID verification implemented to prevent that.   

 

6. Amy Huth states WTLRA residents have seen an increase in homelessness, sidewalks, bus stops, 

trespassing, squatting at vacant homes, witnessing more vehicular homelessness and more 

abandoned vehicles parked on our streets.  Is starting a block leadership program. 

 

7. Election of new board member.  Nominee: Kelly Cole 

 
Tess states we received 4 applications.  We’re fortunate to have Kelly, her experience and resume are com-

plimentary to the board and its objectives in Greater Toluca Lake and in service to our stakeholders.  Kelly 

will fulfill the unexpired term of departing board member.  Kelly is complimented by Bob Scibeilli, Jim 

Fitzpatrick.  Board unanimously approves. 
 

Item 5.             Vote:  11 / 0 / 0             |          Mover:   Hamblin       |          Second:  Besharaty 

Y   Bartlett Y   Besharaty AB    Birmingham Y   Duffy  

Y   Hamblin Y   Hartel Y    Miscko Y   Ray AB  Rivas 

Y   Taylor Y   Wypchlak Y  Yazmajian Y   Young Manson AB Zimbrich 

 

 

8. Outreach and Elections Committee Report (Tim Micsko, Chair) 

4.1 Traffic Signal Box Beautification Project.  See attached motion.   

 

We reached out to two artists, asked them to feature GTLNC name, logo.  Locations being consid-

ered in high traffic areas.  Cost is $1300 for each box, includes 5-year maintenance program.   

 

4.2 Possible GTLNC participation with and / or sponsorship of Toluca Lake Chamber of 

Commerce Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, May 11, 2024 at LAFD 86. 

 

Tim details possible GTLNC involvement and possible budget to be sorted out at next Outreach 

Committee meeting on March 12
th

.  

 

9. Planning and Land Use Committee Report (Paul Hartel, Chair) 

 

4.3  Community Improvement Projects.   
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City has matching funds up to $10K for projects.  Bob Scibelli states medians at Ledge/Riverside 

(east end) and Camarillo/Forman are under consideration, working with Toluca Lake Chamber of 

Commerce.  We have 10 weeks to get things done before end of fiscal year.  Amy Huth asks whom 

to contact to propose beautification projects?  Tess Taylor:  Me and Bob Scibelli.   

 

4.4  Update:  Los Angeles Department of Housing registry of affordable housing.  

https://lahousing.lacity.org/AAHR/Applicant/Applicant/Signup?tabName=Signup&signup

Type=btnApplicant –  

 

No single dept in city or collection of depts. In city or county that archives registry of affordable housing 

projects, apartments or unit.   Once approved, we lose track of them.  Who is policing this? 

 

4.5  Update:  Measure HLA (bike lanes, street safety).   

 

Paul states Measure HLA appears to be put up by special interests.  Bike lanes added to lots of 

streets, not being used but impacting traffic, in interest of bikers who have failed to materialize.  

Jill states fire fighters oppose HLA as it makes access in emergencies and evacuations more diffi-

cult.  Doug states it’s very costly.  Kelly states data showed lots of benefit for this kind of thing.  A 

road diet slows everything down and can make things safer and bikers show up when lanes are at-

tached.  Renata states she finds the opposite, and sees bike lanes rarely used, even as a cyclist her-

self.  Cars swerve out of the way, makes it more dangerous.  

 

5. Treasurer’s Report (Arthur Wypchlak, Treasurer).   

 

June 30 fiscal year ends, last date we can issue check is June 1
st
.  May is the last month technically 

to approve expenditures.  We should get everything approved in March or April. 

 

6. Government Affairs Committee Report (Doug Hamblin, Chair).  No meeting in February. 

 

7. Public Safety Committee Report (Shawn Besharaty, Chair).  No meeting in February. 

 

8. Consent Calendar. 

 

8.1 Approve January 2024 Monthly Expenditure Report. 

8.2 Approve payment of unpaid hosting and website administration services for GTLNC.org 

and VoteTolucaLake.org of contracted amount on negotiated settlement of $1500.00 to 

TYS for period of July 2023 to December 2023 (holdover item from prior board).  

8.3 The following items are approved:  February 20
th

, 2024:  $5.78 for napkins (Target) and 

$59.10 for two packs (64 gift bags each) for Turkey Trot booth giveaway.  As of November 

14
th

, 2023:  Approve budget up to $300.00 for snacks, water, GTLNC flyers to distribute at 

community event Toluca Lake Turkey Trot on Sunday, November 19
th

, 2023. 

Bob asks how much is left?  Arthur:  around $25K.  

 
Item 11   Consent Calendar     Vote:  11 / 0 / 0             |          Mover:   Hamblin       |          Second:  Besharaty 

Y   Bartlett Y   Besharaty AB    Birmingham Y   Duffy  

Y   Hamblin Y   Hartel Y    Miscko Y   Ray AB  Rivas 

Y   Taylor Y   Wypchlak Y  Yazmajian Y   Young Manson AB Zimbrich 

https://lahousing.lacity.org/AAHR/Applicant/Applicant/Signup?tabName=Signup&signupType=btnApplicant
https://lahousing.lacity.org/AAHR/Applicant/Applicant/Signup?tabName=Signup&signupType=btnApplicant
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9. Information Items, Placeholders. 

 

9.1 The attached motion was unanimously approved by Planning and Land Use Committee on 

Tuesday, February 12
th

, 2024 and submitted to Los Angeles City Planning Major Projects 

Section Head Mindy Nguyen, the officer responsible for gathering comments, to meet the 

departments February 19
th

, 2024 deadline.   

9.2 GTLNC.org web page update recommendations.     

9.3 Option to amend Standing Rules to authorize Zoom teleconferencing for GTLNC meetings.  

9.4 $2M Grant to Toluca Lake Beautification Partners.   

 

Proposal to be sent by Adrin Nazarian, public should have input.  Rudy Melendez asks why 

Nazarian did not steer more money to other areas of his district?  Should explore what TLBP in-

tends to do with this money.  

 

9.5 Universal Roller Coaster. 
 

10.  Old Business.  
 

11.  New Business. 
 

Tess suggests Community Benefit Project such as Pro Bono Week (day), something similar to LA 

Law Library, a public legal services fair with multiple service providers in one place with FREE 

legal consultations with attorneys, referrals, community services, information and assistance re-

garding wide range of needs.  See probonoweek.lalawlibrary.org 
 

12.  Next regular board meeting:  Tuesday, March 19
th

, 2024 at 7:00PM at Toluca Lake Elementary 

School, Auditorium, at 4840 Cahuenga Blvd., North Hollywood, CA. 
 

13.  Adjournment.  9:25PM 

 

 

____________________ 
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6.1   MOTION:  To approve GTLNC funding for four (4) artworks, as a specially ordered or 

commissioned work, which are compliant with the June 2012 LADOT Policy for Decorative Dis-

plays on Traffic Signal Cabinets.  The fee for each said work shall not exceed $1300.00, for a total 

of $5200.00, pursuant to an invoice meeting all requirements and policies of the City of Los Ange-

les and its responsible departments, after the completion of their services on the traffic signal boxes 

at Locations #1, #2, #5 and #10 (Primary Locations).  All work is to be contingent on design ap-

proval by the GTLNC Outreach Committee and ratification by the full GTLNC board.  Artists shall 

proceed only in accordance with the approved sketch and concept approved by GTLNC, and exe-

cute their services in a manner consistent therewith, which shall be completed on or before June 

30
th

, 2024. 

 

To the extent that matching funds are remitted, and the services above have been satisfactorily 

completed, and if GTLNC so requests, artists shall create one additional work each under the same 

terms and conditions above on or before a mutually agreeable date at Locations #3, #6, #8 and #9 

(Secondary Locations). 

  

Locations: 

#1 NE North of 134 Exit on East Side of Cahuenga 

#2 SE South of 134 Entrance on East Side of Cahuenga 

#3 NE North of Riverside on East Side of Cahuenga (near 7/11) 

#5 NW North of Whipple on West Side of Vineland (1 of 2 boxes near LAFD 86) 

#6 NW North of 101 on West Side of Vineland (2 of 2 boxes near LAFD 86) 

#8 NW North side of Riverside West of Lankershim (McDonald’s) 

#9 SE South of Moorpark on East Side of Lankershim 

#10 NE on Magnolia at Cahuenga 

 

Item 6.1             Vote:  11 / 0 / 0             |          Mover:   Hamblin       |          Second:  Besharaty 

Y   Bartlett Y   Besharaty AB    Birmingham Y   Duffy  

Y   Hamblin Y   Hartel Y    Miscko Y   Ray AB  Rivas 

Y   Taylor Y   Wypchlak Y  Yazmajian Y   Young Manson AB Zimbrich 
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13.1 MOTION:  The Planning and Land Use Committee (“PLUM”) of the Greater Toluca Lake 

Neighborhood Council (GTLNC) opposes the proposed update to the CEQA Thresholds and 

Methodology that would allow an increase in construction noise level and construction vibrations 

because the new thresholds are “intended to be better suited to the City’s urban nature.”  The im-

pacts of these reductions of CEQA protections are unknown, the reasons for the proposed changes 

are unclear, and CEQA should not be weakened but upheld and strengthened.   We further request 

that GTLNC President authorize the forwarding of PLUM’s comments on behalf of the full 

GTLNC Board upon approval of this motion in accordance with the Los Angeles City Planning 

Department notice dated January 16
th

, 2024.  This is necessary in this instance because the City’s 

notice did not afford sufficient time for the matter to be ratified by the GTLNC Board before the 

submission deadline.   
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PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS:  Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when 

respective item is considered.  Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction 

will be heard during General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter 

that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the 

subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by presiding officer of the Board. 

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS - GTLNC agendas are posted for public review as follows: 

 Discovery Store (Community Kiosk), at the Southeast corner of Forman Ave. and Riverside Dr.; 

 GTLNC.org; or 

 You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at  

https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils 

 

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los 

Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its 

programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provid-

ed upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish 

to attend by contacting Jo Ann Rivas, Board Secretary via email at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org.    

 

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS:  In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a 

majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at GTLNC.org or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a 

copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact Jo Ann Rivas, Board Secretary via email at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org 

 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS:  For information on the GTLNC’s process for board action reconsideration, stake-

holder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the GTLNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available 

at our Board meetings and our website GTLNC.org       

 

SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION:  Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes 

del evento. Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Por favor 

contacte Jo Ann Rivas, Secretary, o por correo electrónico at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

 

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES:  If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you 

to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available at eth-

ics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR:  Every item on the Consent Calendar is considered bundled and voted on as a single item. If a Board Member or 

Stakeholder has an objection to an item being on the Consent Calendar or wishes to pull an item, they need to raise that objection to an item 

and ask to have that item or items considered separately.  There will be no discussion or comment on the substance of any item unless it is re-

moved from the Consent Calendar.  Removed items will be moved to end of the agenda for consideration, or earlier within discretion of Chair.  

The Consent Calendar includes: 

 

http://www.gtlnc.org/
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils
http://www.gtlnc.org/
mailto:ethics.commission@lacity.org

