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GREATER TOLUCA LAKE 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

APPROVED 
Tuesday, April 16, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

 

1.  Call to Order.  Roll call.  Announcements. 
 Meeting was called to order at 7:10pm 
11 in Attendance: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Cella Duffy, Tim Micsko, 
Jill Young Manson, Kelly Cole, Debra Bartlett, Paul Hartel, Deborah Yazmajian, Arthur 
Wypchlak arrived 7:25 

 2 Excused: Shawn Besharaty, Doug Hamblin           

 
2. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only. 

Eva Ford – Reported on increased crime in the neighborhood.  
There needs to be more policing in the area. 
Kevin Suscavage – Discussed crime in the area and what needs to be done. 
 

3. Approve March 19, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes. 
JoAnn Rivas brought a motion to vote on corrected minutes for March 19, 2024, 

seconded by Deborah Bartlett 

11 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Cella Duffy, Tim Micsko, Jill Young 

Manson, Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Paul Hartel, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah Yazmajian 

Vote: (11-0-0) Motion Passed 

 

4. Update from Community, City, Regional and State Representatives. 
Shannon- Field Deputy from Council District 2 

Shannon reported on clean-up in area on Vineland, Moorpark Underpass, and Riverside 

Drive.   

CD2 seeks permanent location for 79-year-old living in his truck and for a young female 

living under the Riverside Drive underpass. 

Preferential Parking District is waiting for LADOT to do parking studies. 

Earth Day Event is April 20, 2024. Shredding Event is April 20, 2024 at Valley Village Park. 

NoHo Summer Nights free concerts and movies in the park starts June 22nd 

Diane Rana, Field Deputy from Assemblymember Laura Friedman’s office. 

Legislature is now hearing bills in the Policy Committee, has until May 17th to pass Bills 

to Assembly for consideration by all assembly members. 

Assembly office doing Clean Ups with Cal Trans in Burbank area and Hollywood Way. 

The Assemblymember’s office has partnered with Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council 

for a Car Seat Safety Event at Sherman Oaks Fashion Square Thursday, April 25th by 

appointment only, call the district office to sign up. 
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A similar event is planned in Burbank Saturday, July 13, 2024. 

North Hollywood and Van Nuys Divisions Catalytic Converter event is Saturday, April 20, 

2024 from 9:00am to 2:00pm across from Church of Scientology 11452 Burbank Blvd.  It 

is available to everyone. 

 

Kelly Gonez – LAUSD Board Member 

Kelly Gonez represents area East of 405 Freeway in San Fernando Valley. 

She visited Sendak Elementary School and East Valley High Schools.   East Valley High 

School will host student advisory cabinet for 2024. 

Kelly plans to meet with Regional Superintendent at Toluca Lake Elementary School. 

Their office partnered with City of LA to kick off Opportunity LA Program, a free program 

for all first graders in the LA Unified School District.  

LAUSD board approved over $82M for classroom upgrades, greening projects, athletic 

facilities, and digital marketing.   

Early Educational Center created Nature School Outdoor classroom to provide natural 

learning environment for ages 2 1/2 to 5 years of age. 

Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day is April 24th from 4:30pm – 6:00pm at Madison 

School titled Remembering the Armenian Genocide. 

The annual Picnic in The Park Event is Saturday, May 25th 

5. Election of New Board Member, Nominee:  Mona Vasiloiu. 
JoAnn Rivas brought a motion to elect Mona Vasiloiu as a new board member, 

seconded by Tim Micsko 

11 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Cella Duffy, Tim Micsko, Jill 

Young Manson, Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Paul Hartel, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah 

Yazmajian 

Vote: (11-0-0) Motion Passed 

 

6. Committee Reports. 
 

6.1 Treasurer’s Report – Arthur Wypchlak, Treasurer gave a treasurer’s Report. 
JoAnn Rivas brought a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report 
11 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Cella Duffy, Tim Micsko, Jill 
Young Manson, Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Paul Hartel, Arthur Wypchlak, 
Deborah Yazmajian 
Vote: (11-0-0) Motion Passed 
 

6.2 Outreach and Elections – Tim Micsko, Chair gave Outreach and Elections Report. 
6.3 Planning and Land Use  – Paul Hartel, Chair gave a Planning and Land Use report.        
6.4 Public Safety – No meeting in March.  No report. 
6.5 Government Affairs – No meeting in March.   No report. 
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7. Proposed Outreach Committee promotion, budgeting and funding for Board 
consideration and possible resolution, as set forth in supporting documents 
attached. 
Jo Ann Rivas brought a motion to fund Outreach Committee promotional postcard, to 
include mailing, for up to $6,000.00. Deborah Bartlett seconded. 
11 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Cella Duffy, Tim Micsko, Jill 
Young Manson, Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Paul Hartel, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah 
Yazmajian 
Vote: (11-0-0) Motion Passed 
 

8. Proposed Outreach Committee public art project options for LADOT traffic signal 
boxes, as set forth in supporting documents attached. 
 

9. Consent Calendar 
 

9.1 Approve March 2024 Monthly Expenditure Report 
JoAnn Rivas brought a motion to approve March 2024 Monthly Expenditure 
Report, seconded by Debra Bartlett 
11 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Cella Duffy, Tim Micsko, Jill 
Young Manson, Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Paul Hartel, Arthur Wypchlak, 
Deborah Yazmajian 
Vote: (11-0-0) Motion Passed 
 

9.2 Approve payment to LAUSD of $980.00 to rent Toluca Lake Elementary School 
Auditorium and Classrooms for April, May, June 2024 GTLNC Meetings   
Kelly Cole brought a motion to approve payment to LAUSD of $980.00 to rent 
Toluca Lake Elementary School Auditorium and Classrooms for April, May, June 
2024 GTLNC Meetings, seconded by JoAnn Rivas      11 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann 
Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Cella Duffy, Tim Micsko, Jill Young Manson, Kelly Cole, 
Deborah Bartlett, Paul Hartel, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah Yazmajian 
Vote: (11-0-0) Motion Passed 

10   Consideration of proposed Neighborhood Purpose Grant (NPG) applications for 
receiving taxpayer funds.  The Board may consider approving some, all or none of the 
requested taxpayer funds, and condition its possible approval. 

10.1  Enrich LA project at Toluca Lake Elementary School requesting up to $5,000 
JoAnn Rivas brought a motion to fund NPG Enrich LA project at Toluca Lake Elementary 
School for $5,000 with the following stipulations: GTLNC is invited to the ribbon cutting,  
board member oversight by Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council, and a GTLNC 
plaque and signage, seconded by Kelly Cole 
11 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Cella Duffy, Tim Micsko, Jill Young 
Manson, Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Paul Hartel, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah Yazmajian 
Vote: (11-0-0) Motion Passed 
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10.2  NoHo Home Alliance requesting up to $1,000 
Benjamin from NoHo Home Alliance requested a Home Improvement Grant up to $1,000 
3 Ayes:  Cella Duffy, JoAnn Rivas, Paul Hartel 
7 Nays:  Irene Birmingham, Kelly Cole, Tim Micsko, Tess Taylor, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah 
Yazmajian, Deborah Bartlett 
1 Abstention:  Jill Young Mason 
Motion Failed 
 
11   Information Items 

  11.1 Seeking submissions from Greater Toluca Lake residents for Van Nuys Airport (VNY) 
Specific Plan Citizens Advisory Committee.  (Submission deadline to GTLNC: Tuesday, April 
30, 2024  

       12 Old Business. 

       13 New Business. 

       14. Next meeting: Tues, May 21, 2024 at 7:00pm at Toluca Lake Elementary School, 
Auditorium, at 4840 Cahuenga Blvd., North Hollywood, CA. 

       15. Adjournment at 10:02PM 

            

 


