
1 
 

Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council 
Regular Board Meeting – APPROVED 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

 
1.  Call to Order.  Roll call.  Announcements. 

 Meeting was called to order at 7:04pm 
14 in Attendance: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Tim Micsko, Jill Young 
Manson, Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Cella Duffy, Doug Hamblin, Arthur Wypchlak, 
Deborah Yazmajian, Jon Zimbrich, Paul Hartel, Mona Vasiloiu   
1 excused:  Shawn Besharaty. 
Tess Taylor – Code of Conduct Deadline is June 3, 2024.     
    

1.1 LA City Clerk’s council file system (track and comment on proposed legislation). 
1.2 City Personnel directory for all departments. 
1.3 2024-25 Mayor’s Proposed Budget.    

 
2. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only 

Public Comment cards are currently being used. 
 
Doug Hamblin, Vice President, Chair Government Affairs Committee 
Doug explained this section of the agenda for non-agendized issues only. 
He encouraged board members and stakeholders to attend Committee Meetings 
because that’s the best method that particular concerns, interests or issues will 
ultimately be agendized for a future board meeting.  
 
Kevin Suscavage - Stakeholder 
Kevin discussed public safety.  He is starting a group to increase public safety and is 
looking for members of the community to join.  His new website is - 
Citizens4safetyla.org.  He encouraged the Repeal of Prop 47 
 
Mark Buccola - Stakeholder 
He expressed concern about businesses closing due to crime in the area.  The crime is 
mostly due to the homeless.  He stated the police are doing an amazing job in LA. 
 
Jim Fitzpatrick-  Stakeholder 
Jim stated increase of cars in the area it is making it difficult for residents to find 
parking.  
 

3. Update from Community, City, Regional and State Representatives 
Shannan Calland – Field Deputy for Council District 2 
Legacy Business Program with Economic Work Force Development Department offers 
up to one million dollars for facade improvements;  grants ranging from $2,500 to 
$10,000 for business improvements are available. 
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Applications for the Summer Youth Program Leadership Academy for the San 
Fernando Valley are being accepted. It is a two-week program. 
Homelessness resources covering alcohol abuse, drug abuse, mental health, 
employment, veteran assistance, legal services were discussed. 
 
Natalie Vartanian, Field Deputy for San Fernando and Legislative Deputy Supervisor 
Kathryn Barger’s Office.  Natalie discussed the stabbing at Universal Metro Station.  
Metro declared a Public Safety Emergency to set up safety barriers to protect the 
safety of the operators. 
 
The LA County Board of Supervisors approved a motion to explore solutions related 
to public safety such as securing station gate entrance and data on filed crimes that 
are occurring at Metro.   The increased employment of public safety personnel for 
LAPD, LA County Sherriff, Long Beach Metro Security and Transit Officers was 
discussed. 
 
The Department of Economic Opportunity has launched an Interruption Plan for 
small businesses that were affected by the Entertainment Strike. Information can be 
found at Grants.lacounty.gov.  Deadline to apply is May 24th. 
LA County Fair is happening until May 27th at the Pomona FairPlex.  Tickets are 
available on-line at the LA County Fair website. 
 
Gabriella Agarie– Field Representative - Congressman Cardenas Office 
App Competition – a reception in Washington, DC is October 2024. 
Their office spoke to over 40 high schools in the district. 
. 
LAPD Lead Officer Kurtis Delbar 
Reported burglaries in April and May, graffiti in the area, encampments under the 
bridge, Coffee with a Cop were discussed. 
Officer Delbar is going to be a Special Guest at the West Toluca Lake Residence 
Association Community meeting on Monday, June 24th. 
 
Representatives from Fire Department Battalion 14 
The importance of taking CERT classes was discussed.  For Information: CERT-la.com 
Fire Search Day at the Fire Station was a highlight for their battalion with 800 plus 
attendees.  A drill for brush season was conducted.  Clearing brush from around 
homes is important. 

Betsaira Aguilera, East Valley Representative from the Mayor’s Office 
Represents District 2 and District 6.  The Bureau of Infrastructure and Bureau of 
Public Works held a meeting with Neighborhood Councils to discuss issues related to 
public works. 

The Office of Community Safety, in cooperation with East LA, issued a survey to get 
input from community residents across the city of LA concerning community safety. 
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Their office is accepting applications for interns. 
Their office is co-hosting the San Fernando Valley Pride event June 29th on Van Nuys 
and Sherman Way.  The rally starts at 11:00am and the March is at 12:00pm. The 
block party starts at 1:00pm 
 
The Police Commissioner is having a Youth Working Session for youth ages 13 – 19 on 
Thursday, May 23rd from 5:00pm to 6:30pm via Zoom. 
 
Community Info Webinar with LA Police Commissioner is Thu May 30th at 7:30pm.  
 
Brandon Pender- Budget Advocate 
Budget Day is Saturday June 15th at 9:00am  
For more information: budgetadvocates.org 
Every neighborhood council should have two Budget Reps. 
 

4. Approve April 16, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes 
Tess Taylor brought a motion to vote on corrected minutes, seconded by JoAnn Rivas 

12 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Tim Micsko, Jill Young Manson, 
Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Cella Duffy, Doug Hamblin, Arthur Wypchlak, Paul Hartel, 
Mona Vasiloiu   
2 Abstentions: Deborah Yazmajian, Jon Zimbrich 

Vote: (12-0-2) Motion passed 

 

5. Committee Reports 

5.1 Government Affairs – Doug Hamblin.  Information was given on homelessness, and 

two luxury hotels - one downtown, and one in the Arts District, at May meeting. 

 

5.2 Outreach and Elections – Tim Micsko.  Post Cards should be in mail by June.  QR 

Codes, website survey, business cards, lanyards, coffee with a cop, bus bench 

advertisement, banner for events, boxes with names on them were discussed 

 

5.3 Planning and Land Use.  No report was given. 

 

5.4 Public Safety.  No report was given. 

 

5.5 Treasurer’s Report – Arthur Wypchlak.  Provided update on expenses. 

. 

6. Proposed Motion for Resolution supporting Amicus Brief to the Supreme Court to 
the United States on behalf of the City of Los Angeles regarding homeless 
encampments. 
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JoAnn Rivas brought a motion for Resolution supporting Amicus Brief to the Supreme 

Court to the United States on behalf of the City of Los Angeles regarding homeless 

encampments, seconded by Doug Hamblin 

14 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Tim Micsko, Jill Young Manson, 

Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Cella Duffy, Doug Hamblin, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah 

Yazmajian, Jon Zimbrich, Paul Hartel, Mona Vasiloiu   

Vote: (14-0-0) Motion Passed 

 

7. Proposed Motion for Resolution opposing City of Los Angeles Planning Department 
proposal to invalidate use and maintenance of open space to be appropriated for 
development of so-called 100% affordable housing.  The Department proposes to 
remove the date of ownership criterion from the Faith Based Organization (FB0) 
Incentive Program set forth in the Housing Element of the General Plan.  To be 
submitted as a Community Impact Statement to Council File 23-0172 Yaroslavsky) 
Religious Institutions/Faith-Based Owned Property/Affordable Housing/Supportive 
Housing/Development/Land UseSB4 (Wiener). 
JoAnn Rivas brought a motion for Resolution opposing City of Los Angeles Planning 
Department proposal to invalidate use and maintenance of open space to be 
appropriated for development of so-called 100% affordable housing.  The Department 
proposes to remove the date of ownership criterion from the Faith Based 
Organization (FB0) Incentive Program set forth in the Housing Element of the General 
Plan.  To be submitted as a Community Impact Statement to Council File 23-0172 
Yaroslavsky) Religious Institutions/Faith-Based Owned Property/Affordable 
Housing/Supportive Housing/Development/Land UseSB4 (Wiener), seconded by Doug 
Hamblin 
14 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Tim Micsko, Jill Young Manson, 

Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Cella Duffy, Doug Hamblin, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah 

Yazmajian, Jon Zimbrich, Paul Hartel, Mona Vasiloiu   

Vote: (14-0-0) Motion Passed 

 
8. Proposed Joint Resolution between GTLNC and NoHo Neighborhood Council to 

address ongoing dangerous conditions on shared border, Camarillo Street. 
JoAnn Rivas brought a motion that proposed Joint Resolution between GTLNC and 
NoHo Neighborhood Council to address ongoing dangerous conditions on shared 
border, Camarillo Street, seconded by Doug Hamblin 
 
JoAnn Rivas brought a motion to amend Item #8, seconded by Doug Hamblin 
14 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Tim Micsko, Jill Young Manson, 

Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Cella Duffy, Doug Hamblin, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah 

Yazmajian, Jon Zimbrich, Paul Hartel, Mona Vasiloiu   

Vote: (14-0-0) Motion Passed 
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9. Proposed Motion for Resolution to reverse the Los Angeles City Clerk’s artificial 
$10,000 budget rollover limitation imposed on neighborhood councils. 
Tess Taylor brought a motion for Resolution to reverse the Los Angeles City Clerk’s 

artificial $10,000 budget rollover limitation imposed on neighborhood councils, 

seconded by Doug Hamblin 

13 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Tim Micsko, Jill Young Manson, 

Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Cella Duffy, Doug Hamblin, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah 

Yazmajian, Paul Hartel, Mona Vasiloiu   

1 Ineligible:  Jon Zimbrich 

Vote: (13-0-0) Motion Passed 

 

10. Proposed Motion for Resolution to budget for Outreach Committee promotion and 
other expenses: up to $3,650.00. 
Tess Taylor brought a motion for Resolution to budget for Outreach Committee 
promotion and other expenses: up to $3,650.00, seconded by Deborah Bartlett 
13 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Tim Micsko, Jill Young Manson, 

Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Cella Duffy, Doug Hamblin, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah 

Yazmajian, Paul Hartel, Mona Vasiloiu   

1 Ineligible:  Jon Zimbrich 

Vote: (13-0-0) Motion Passed 

 

11. Consent Calendar 
Tess Taylor brought a motion to approve the Consent Calendar Items 11, 11.1, 11.2, 
11.3, 11.4, 11.5, seconded by Doug Hamblin  
13 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Tim Micsko, Jill Young Manson, 

Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Cella Duffy, Doug Hamblin, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah 

Yazmajian, Paul Hartel, Mona Vasiloiu   

1 Ineligible:  Jon Zimbrich 

Vote: (13-0-0) Motion Passed 

 

11.1 Approve April 2024 Monthly Expenditure Report. 
Tess Taylor brought a motion to approve April 2024 Monthly Expenditure Report, 
seconded by Doug Hamblin 

13 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Jo Ann Rivas, Irene Birmingham, Tim Micsko, Jill Young Manson, 

Kelly Cole, Deborah Bartlett, Cella Duffy, Doug Hamblin, Arthur Wypchlak, Deborah 

Yazmajian, Paul Hartel, Mona Vasiloiu   

1 Ineligible:  Jon Zimbrich 

Vote: (13-0-0) Motion Passed 

 
11.2 Approve request for cost adjustment for fifteen (15) sets of GTLNC   business cards 

and board member name badges with lanyards, for a total of up to $1,000.00. 
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11.3 Approve request for cost adjustment for snacks for CTLNC Regular Board Meetings, 
to include (but not limited to) necessary incidentals such as beverages, napkins, 
plates, plastic cutlery, trash bags, etc., for a total of up to $250.00 per month. 

 

11.4 Approve up to $50.00 for 16.5” large digital wall timer clock with countdown timer 
for use at GTLNC meetings. 

 

11.5 Approve up to $41.00 for two (2) 90” x 132” emerald rectangular tablecloths for 
GTLNC meetings. 

 

12.  Information Items.  None. 

13.  Old Business.  None. 

14.  New Business.  None. 

15.  Next meeting:  Tuesday, June 18, 2024 

16. Adjournment at 9:53PM 

            

 


