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  Regular Board Meeting Minutes Approved 

Tuesday, January 21
st
, 2025 at 7:00PM 

Toluca Lake Elementary School – Auditorium 

4840 Cahuenga Blvd., North Hollywood CA  91601 

 
       Supporting documents available at GTLNC.org. 

 

 

For public comments, please fill out a separate speaker card for each agendized  

item on which you wish to be heard.  Up to two (2) minutes per speaker. 
 

1. Call to Order. 7:02PM.  Roll call.  Announcements.   

 
#1.  Roll Call:   12 in attendance, 1 excused, 1 absent 

X  Taylor X  Hamblin X  Figus X  Hartel  

X  Besharaty X  Micsko X  Cole EX  Lambert X  Birmingham 

X  Bartlett ABS  Wyphclak X  O’Hare X  Vasiloiu X  Young Manson 

 

12 in attendance, 1 excused, 1 absent.  Announcements included AB 2712 cleanup bill update, need 

for emergency supplies at East Valley Animal Shelter, state of emergency declared by Mayor Bass, 

Federico Figus’s birthday. 

 

2. Update from Community, City, Regional and State Representatives.    

Updates given by: 

LAPD Senior Lead Officer.  Burglars spend 3 – 4 minutes inside at most, if they cut power 13 – 14 

minutes but this is unusual.  Theft of gardener supplies happening more, typically on Tuesdays.  

Report at LAPDonline.org, easier than in person.   

 Robyn Allyn, Neighborhood Watch:  Reports numerous break-ins in Toluca Lake including 3 on 

Thanksgiving, many in December, gun found on sidewalk.  Reports footage of burglars jumping 10-

foot walls, breaking in during the day and no longer just at night.  All burglaries have been non-

violent, if you are home they will leave.  Protect your house:  leave lights and TV on, car in drive-

way.  Please report drones.  Nice cars used as spotters.  Take pictures, send to your neighbors.  

Text chains on every street.   

 

3. Approve November 19
th

, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes.  Exhibit 1. 

 
#3.  Approve Minutes.   

Mover:  Taylor, Second:  Hamblin   
VOTE:  12 / 0 / 0  

YES  Taylor YES  Hamblin YES  Figus YES  Hartel  

YES  Besharaty YES  Micsko YES  Cole EX  Lambert YES  Birmingham 

YES  Bartlett ABS  Wyphclak YES  O’Hare YES  Vasiloiu YES Young Manson 

 

 

4. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only.  Please fill out a speaker card. 

 

5. Appointment of GTLNC secondary bank card holder of the Board.  Nominated:  Federico Figus, 

Treasurer. 

 

http://www.gtlnc.org/
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#5.  Ratify Second Bank Card Holder.   
Mover:  Taylor, Second:  O’Hare   

VOTE:  12 / 0 / 0 

YES  Taylor YES  Hamblin YES  Figus YES  Hartel  

YES  Besharaty YES  Micsko YES  Cole EX  Lambert YES  Birmingham 

YES  Bartlett ABS  Wyphclak YES  O’Hare YES  Vasiloiu YES Young Manson 

 

6. Committee Reports. 

 

6.1  Treasurer’s Report.  (Federico Figus)  Discussion of measures to “harden the neighbor-

hood” against fire.  Mary O’Hare urges people to test garage doors without power.  Dis-

cussion of how to mitigate fire hazards, possible Community Improvement Projects (CIPs) 

GTLNC could sponsor.  Discussion of up to $1,000 in NC funds available in declared emer-

gencies, no vote required.  Doug Hamblin proposes contracting someone to manage brush 

clearance.  Erica Gatica suggests this could be a CIP, Tess mention Conservation Corps 

which has performed brush clearance in our community before. 

6.2  Planning and Land Use.  (Paul Hartel, Chair).  Discussion of Item 7.1 (Forest Lawn Drive 

Active Transportation & Traffic Safety Project).  Winston Stromberg from Latham and Wat-

kins represents Forest Lawn Park provides info, answers questions before vote is taken. 

6.3  Public Safety.  (Shawn Besharaty, Chair).  Discussion of possible dates for GTLNC Public 

Safety event (Saturdays April 5, 12, 19 or 26).  Tess refers Shawn to LAFD 86 Captain Cory 

Taillon. 

6.4  Outreach and Elections.  (Tim Micsko, Chair).  Tim reports great turnout at events GTLNC 

sponsored in November and December (Turkey Trot, Holiday Open House).  We are re-

vamping Web site, and are now more active on Instagram and Facebook.  

6.5  Government Affairs.  (Doug Hamblin, Chair).  No GAC meeting this month, Doug states it 

behooves us to know what is going on in Sacramento, will provide legislative updates. 

 

7. Consent Calendar. 

 

7.1  To oppose the Los Angeles Department of Transportation’s proposed Forest Lawn Drive 

Active Transportation & Traffic Safety Project which proposes to remove two of the four 

motor vehicle travel lanes on Forest Lawn Drive in order to expand the street’s existing 

bike lanes.  LINK:  https://saveforestlawndrive.com/   Attachment 1. 

 

7.2  To support the Historic-Cultural Monuments designation for William Mellenthin Apart-

ments at 5922 Buffalo Avenue, Valley Glen, California  91401 (CHC-2024-6156-HCM).   

Attachment 2. 

 

7.3  To oppose the non code-compliant proposal to permit construction of new 5-story ap-

proximately 58 feet in height, 13 units, 2 VLI, providing parking for 8 vehicles and 15 bi-

cycles at 4423 Cartwright Avenue in Greater Toluca Lake (CPC-2024-4870-DB-HCA 

and ENV-2024-4871-EAF Environmental Assessment).  Attachment 3.  NEXT hearing 

exact date and time?  Feb 27
th

…. 3 times Tim and Jill – city rep has not responded…  

https://saveforestlawndrive.com/
https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/CHC-2024-6156-HCM
https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ENV-2024-4871-EAF
https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ENV-2024-4871-EAF
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phone calls…. Something fishy going on says TIM – there was meeting on December 

10
th

, they go back with FEB 

 

7.4  Approve August 2024 GTLNC Monthly Expenditure Report.  Exhibit 2. 

 

7.5  Approve October 2024 GTLNC Monthly Expenditure Report (to be uploaded by 2:00 P.M. 

on Monday, January 20
th

, 2025 to Agenda Packet at GTLNC.org).  This item was removed 

from Consent Calendar and not voted on. 

 

7.6  Approve November 2024 GTLNC Monthly Expenditure Report (to be uploaded by 2:00 

P.M. on Monday, January 20
th

, 2025 to Agenda Packet at GTLNC.org).  This item was re-

moved from Consent Calendar and not voted on. 

 

7.7  Approve December 2024 GTLNC Monthly Expenditure Report (to be uploaded by 2:00 

P.M. on Monday, January 20
th

, 2025 to Agenda Packet at GTLNC.org). 

 

7.8  Approve up to $76.80 for AppleOne Employment Agency invoice:  $76.80 for period end-

ing October 19
th

, 2024.  Attachment 4. 

 

7.9  Approve request for cost adjustment for additional expenses related to signal box art project 

for artist Christine Geltz to perform services, for an additional cost of up to $321.00.  At-

tachment 5. 

 

7.10  Approve $15.00 for ACE Parking for two (2) GTLNC Board Members Tess Taylor and 

Mary O’Hare to attend 2024 League of California Cities Annual Conference and Expo at 

Long Beach Convention Center on October 17
th

, 2024.  Attachment 6. 

 
#7.  Consent Calendar (7.5, 7.6 removed).  
Mover:  Taylor, Second:  Besharaty   

VOTE:  12 / 0 / 0 

X  Taylor X  Hamblin X  Figus X  Hartel  

X  Besharaty X  Micsko X  Cole EX  Lambert X  Birmingham 

X  Bartlett ABS  Wyphclak X  O’Hare X  Vasiloiu X  Young Manson 

 

8. Discussion, adoption of 2025 GTLNC election process:  selection (in-person) or Vote-By-Mail.  

Exhibit 3.  Erica Gatica states GTLNC election is June 10
th

, 2025.  Kelly shares experience as 

election chair for 3 elections.  Election cycle requires enormous amount of time and money, his-

torically a turnout of 250 voters in our district has been considered a success.  There might be 

better uses of our time and money.  Tess suggests converting our postcard into an election post-

card.  Kelly states it is cumbersome to communicate an NC election to a population that doesn’t 

know NCs exist.  Tess states that a large number of the 99 NCs only get single digit voter turnout, 

with many NCs canceling elections altogether for lack of candidate pool. 
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#8.  Adoption of 2025 GTLNC election 
process.  Mover:  Taylor, Second:  Cole   

VOTE:  12 / 0 / 0 

X  Taylor X  Hamblin X  Figus X  Hartel  

X  Besharaty X  Micsko X  Cole EX  Lambert X  Birmingham 

X  Bartlett ABS  Wyphclak X  O’Hare X  Vasiloiu X  Young Manson 

 

9. Information Items.  

 

9.1  Operation Home Key.  (Jill Young Manson)  Jill reports 70% of units unoccupied, most 

Zillow pages say “coming soon” and “pre development.” Structures are built, completed.  

Jill researched the sales and noted that developers crow about real estate they have un-

loaded onto the city which are essentially ghost properties supposed to house the un-

housed.  One property on Florence has 168 units, purchased for $22M. 

9.2  Burbank Airport Noise Mitigation 3-Point Plan.  (Federico Figus).  Federico reports we 

need to convince the city and Burbank Board to change take-off patterns as our area gets 

the brunt and 92% of all take-offs.  Federico proposes 1) Change rates of climb from cur-

rent 600 feet per minute to 1000 feet per minute, a quicker climb which uses less fuel 

(90% of fuel is used during take-offs); 2) take-off to the north on Runway 33 for part of 

the day or week; and 3) set up curfew (currently not mandatory) which is the reason CA 

has adopted CNEL.   Studio City For Quiet Skies proposes to fan out traffic to save fuel 

and get planes to take off over wider space.  Mary notes federal government has disal-

lowed a curfew. 

  

9.3  L.A. City Council hangs up on phone-in public comment.   

 LAT Article:  bit.ly/3Cnikze 

9.4  L.A. officials stop use of disappearing Google Chats, citing Palisades fire.   

   LAT Article:  bit.ly/3E4eKdZ 

 

10. Old Business.  Mona reminds us to draft a Community Impact Statement in support of the enter-

tainment industry which is being driven out of Los Angeles and California.  Tess support this.  

Mary says it’s not enough just to rebuild, invite new Assemblymember Nick Schultz to address 

our board.  Kelly shares concerns about COVID and now the fires, encourages us to proceed as 

it’s more important now than ever to support our core business.  She add that right now our city 

is vulnerable, the states and countries poaching our business will double down. 

 

11. New Business.  Jill Young Manson proposes brush clearance along south side of Sarah Street 

and asks this to be agendized at next Public Safety Committee meeting. 

 

12. Next meeting date on Tuesday, February 18th, 2025.  Meetings take place at 7:00PM at Toluca 

Lake Elementary School, Auditorium, at 4840 Cahuenga Blvd., North Hollywood CA. 

 

13. Adjournment.  9:22PM 

  

https://bit.ly/3Cnikze
https://www.latimes.com./california/story/2025-01-17/l-a-ends-use-of-disappearing-google-chats-citing-fire-emergency-response
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Attachment 1 

Item 7.1 

 

To be filed with the Offices of Mayor Karen Bass;  

Councilmember Adrin Nazarian, Council District 2;  

Los Angeles Department of Transportation; 

Planning and Land Use Management Committee, Los Angeles City Council; and 

Los Angeles City Planning Department 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

The Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council opposes the Los Angeles Department of 

Transportation’s proposed Forest Lawn Drive Active Transportation & Traffic Safety Project, 

as it would materially reduce the four motor vehicle lanes on Forest Lawn Drive between Me-

morial Drive and Zoo Drive, unnecessarily create congestion and drive time delays, and dispro-

portionately prioritize a relatively small group of users at the expense of a majority of others. 

 

We believe alternatives exist that would better serve the safety of cyclists and motorists com-

bined.  We also believe that Forest Lane Drive is fulfilling the purpose for which it was correct-

ly designed and that, as proposed, the plan does not serve the interest of Greater Toluca Lake 

stakeholders.   

 

 

dated:  Tuesday, January 21
st
, 2025 

 

The Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council 

 
              

   

By:  _________________________________ 

                          Tess Taylor 

                           President 
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Attachment 2 

Item 7.2 

 

To be filed with the Offices of Mayor Karen Bass;  

Councilmember Adrin Nazarian, Council District 2;  

Cultural Heritage Commission; 

Planning and Land Use Management Committee, Los Angeles City Council;  

and Los Angeles City Planning Department 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

The Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council (GTLNC) supports the Historic-Cultural 

Monument designation for William Mellenthin Apartments at 5922 Buffalo Avenue, Valley 

Glen, CA  91401 ( CHC-2024-6156-HCM ).   GTLNC opposes over-densification of building 

development and population in our community and in our city, both of which are already fully 

built out and even over built out.   

 

The Los Angeles County fires of this month have wiped out a quantifiable number of Los An-

geles’ irreplaceable historical treasures according to the LA Conservancy and so it’s more im-

portant now than ever to preserve those which we can while there is still an opportunity to do 

so. 

 

dated:  Tuesday, January 21
st
, 2025 

 

The Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council 

 
              

 

By:  _________________________________ 

                          Tess Taylor 

                           President 

 

 

 

  

https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/CHC-2024-6156-HCM
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Attachment 3 

Item 7.3 

 

To be filed with the Offices of Mayor Karen Bass;  

Councilmember Adrin Nazarian, Council District 2;  

Cultural Heritage Commission; 

Planning and Land Use Management Committee, Los Angeles City Council; and 

Los Angeles City Planning Department 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

The Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council (GTLNC) opposes the non-code compliant 

proposal to permit construction of new 5-story approximately 58 feet in height, 13 units, 2 VLI, 

providing parking for 8 vehicles and 15 bicycles at 4423 Cartwright Avenue in Greater Toluca 

Lake (CPC-2024-4870-DB-HCA and ENV-2024-4871-EAF Environmental Assessment).   

 

 

 

dated:  Tuesday, January 21
st
, 2025 

 

The Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council 

 
              

   

 

 

By:  _________________________________ 

                          Tess Taylor 

                           President 

 

 

 

 

 

https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ENV-2024-4871-EAF

