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GREATER TOLUCA LAKE 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes - APPROVED 

Tuesday, June 17th, 2025 at 7:00pm 

1.  Call to Order.  Roll call.  Announcements. 
Meeting was called to order at 7:04pm.   
9 in attendance:  Tess Taylor, Doug Hamblin, Paul Hartel, Irene Birmingham, Deborah 
Bartlett, Kelly Cole, Mary O’Hare, Federico Figus, Shawn Besharaty              

2 Excused:  Mona Vasiloiu, Jill Young Manson                                                             
2 Absent:  Lindey Lambert, Arthur Wypchlak 
     

2.  Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only 
No public comments. 
  

3.  Update from Community Regional and State Representatives 
Updates were given by Victor Reyes-Morelos, Field Representative, Office of 
Assemblymember Nick Schultz, 44th Assembly District;  Denise Schall, Field Deputy, 
Office of LA City Councilmember Adrin Nazarian, Council District 2;  Erica Gatica Doughty, 
Neighborhood Empowerment Advocate, Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment;  Natalie 
Vartanian, San Fernando Valley Field Deputy and Legislative Deputy, Office of  LA County 
Supervisor Kathryn Barger, 5th District 
   

4. Todd Gilman, Esq., Deputy City Attorney, Municipal Branch, Community Law Corps 
addressed GTLNC Board on nuisance properties, party houses and what to do about them.  
Resources were discussed and provided. 

5.     Approve May 20, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes 

Tess Taylor brought a motion to approve May 20, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes, seconded 
by Doug Hamblin 
9 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Doug Hamblin, Paul Hartel, Irene Birmingham, Deborah Bartlett,   
Kelly Cole, Mary O’Hare, Federico Figus, Shawn Besharaty   
Vote: (9-0-0) Motion Passed 

     6.   Committee Reports 

 6.1     Treasurer’s Report. (Federico Figus, Treasurer) – Report given. 
 6.2     Government Affairs. (Doug Hamblin, Chair) – No report. 
 6.3     Outreach and Elections. (Kelly Cole, Chair) - Report given. 
             6.4     Public Safety (Shawn Besharaty, Chair) - Report given. 
 6.5     Planning and Land Use (Paul Hartel, Chair) – Report given. 
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7.  Declaration of Commitment to Representative Government  

Sylmar Neighborhood Council President Kurt Cabrera-Miller stated he came to this meeting to 
declare support this declaration, and that he and Sylmar NC stands beside GTLNC and will follow 
suit with this Declaration 

Tess Taylor brought a motion to support Declaration of Commitment to Representative 
Government, seconded by Doug Hamblin                                                                                                                            
9 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Doug Hamblin, Paul Hartel, Irene Birmingham, Deborah Bartlett,              
Kelly Cole, Mary O’Hare, Federico Figus, Shawn Besharaty                                                                 
Vote: (9-0-0) Motion Passed 

8.  Approve GTLNC 2025/2026 Fiscal Year Administrative Packet and Budget                            

Tess Taylor brought a motion to approve GTLNC 2025/2026 Fiscal Year Administrative 
Packet and Budget, seconded by Paul Hartel. 
9 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Doug Hamblin, Paul Hartel, Irene Birmingham, Deborah Bartlett, 
Kelly Cole, Mary O’Hare, Federico Figus, Shawn Besharaty                                                                               
Vote: (9-0-0) Motion Passed 
 

9.  Proposed Conditional Use Beverage-Alcohol (ZA-2025-1929-CUB) permit at 4200 N. 
Lankershim Blvd.  for the sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-
site sale in conjunction with a new restaurant.  Related:  Categorical Exemption pending 
(ENV-2025-1930-CE).  Representative:  Matthew Mello.   

Irene Birmingham departed meeting at 8:36PM. 

Matthew Mello gave project overview, discussion occurred.  Residents gave public comment.    

Tess Taylor brought a motion to postpone a vote on Item #9 until next GTLNC Regular 
Board meeting on Tuesday, July 15th, 2025, seconded by Deborah Bartlett. 

7 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Doug Hamblin, Paul Hartel, Deborah Bartlett, Mary O’Hare, Federico 
Figus, Shawn Besharaty                                                                                

1 No:  Kelly Cole 

Vote: (7-1-0) Motion Passed 

10.  Security costs to taxpayers associated with FIFA (International Federation of Football 
Associations) World Cup 2026 and 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games in Los Angeles. 
An update was given by Federico Figus. 

11.  Funding Proposals (all prices include tax and shipping). 

 11.1  Up to $200 for two folding hard plastic craft tables. 
Tess Taylor brought a motion to approve Up to $200 for two folding hard plastic craft tables, 
seconded by Doug Hamblin 

8 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Doug Hamblin, Paul Hartel, Deborah Bartlett, Kelly Cole, Mary O’Hare, 
Federico Figus, Shawn Besharaty                                                                                 

https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ZA-2025-1929-CUB
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Vote: (8-0-0) Motion Passed 
 
 11.2  Up to $800 for two tablecloths and two “throws” with GTLNC logo. 
Tess Taylor brought a motion to approve Up to $800 for two tablecloths and two “throws” with 
GTLNC logo, seconded by Doug Hamblin 
8 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Doug Hamblin, Paul Hartel, Deborah Bartlett, Kelly Cole, Mary O’Hare, 
Federico Figus, Shawn Besharaty                                                                                 
Vote: (8-0-0) Motion Passed 
 
 11.3  Up to $1,500 for 250 Sharpie S-Gel pens with GTLNC logo and 200 Veda 5 oz     
Recycled Cotton and Jute Tote Bags with GTLNC logo. 
Tess Taylor brought a motion to approve up to $1,500 for 250 Sharpie S-Gel pens with GTLNC 
logo and 200 Veda 5 oz Recycled Cotton and Jute Tote Bags with GTLNC logo, seconded by Doug 
Hamblin 
8 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Doug Hamblin, Paul Hartel, Deborah Bartlett, Kelly Cole, Mary O’Hare, 
Federico Figus, Shawn Besharaty                                                                                 
Vote: (8-0-0) Motion Passed 
 
12.  Information item.  GTLNC Monthly 2025 May Expenditure Report (MER) not available to 

meet Brown Act posting requirements for agenda inclusion and approval resolution. 

13.  Old Business.     

 13.1 Burbank Airport noise mitigation, advocacy, next steps.  (Federico Figus).  Item 
13.1 was postponed.  

 
 13.2 Oppose Council File 22-1154-S1 (McOsker) Interactive Kiosks / Installation and 

Maintenance / Public Right-of-Way / Request for Proposal (RFP).  Motion:  GTLNC 
strongly opposes the installation of hundreds of two-sided giant smart-phone-like 
advertising screens on public sidewalks in neighborhoods citywide.  Discussion 
occurred. 

 
Tess Taylor brought motion to oppose Council File 22-1154-S1 (McOsker) Interactive Kiosks / 
Installation and Maintenance / Public Right-of-Way / Request for Proposal (RFP).   GTLNC 
strongly opposes the installation of hundreds of two-sided giant smart-phone-like advertising 
screens on public sidewalks in neighborhoods citywide.  Motion seconded Federico Figus. 

8 Ayes: Tess Taylor, Doug Hamblin, Paul Hartel, Deborah Bartlett, Kelly Cole, Mary O’Hare, 
Federico Figus, Shawn Besharaty                                                                                 

Vote: (8-0-0) Motion Passed 

 13.3 Status update on William Mellenthin Birdhouse Apartments at 5922-5930 
North Buffalo Avenue, Valley Glen, CA 91401 (CHC-2024-6156-HCM).  GTLNC 
supported Historic-Cultural Monument designation of this site in a unanimous 
vote (12-0-0) on January 21st, 2025.  (Jill Young Manson, Tess Taylor).   No 
update given. 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=22-1154-S1
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=22-1154-S1
https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/CHC-2024-6156-HCM
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14.  New Business.   

Kelly Cole stated that in the spirit of GTLNC’s Declaration of Commitment to Representative 
Government that – having proposed a crowd-sourced Best Practices database for NCs to use, 
contribute to and share for over ten years to DONE, which has declined to create such a 
resource – that GTLNC’s should create such database and the first item in it should be GTLNC’s 
Declaration of Commitment to Representative Government.   Kelly Cole moves, Mary O’Hare 
seconds to have this agendized at next GTLNC Regular Board Meeting. 

15.  Next meeting date TBA to include seating of new GTLNC Board at 7:00pm at Toluca Lake 
Elementary School Auditorium, at 4840 Cahuenga Boulevard, North Hollywood, CA. 

16. Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 9:12PM.     


