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                    GREATER TOLUCA LAKE 
                  Regular Board Meeting Minutes  
                  Tuesday, July 15th, 2025 at 7:00pm - APPROVED  

1.  Call to Order. Meeting called to order at 7:04pm 
2.  Roll Call.   

13 in attendance:  Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Irene Birmingham,  Kelly Cole, Federico 
Figus, Paul Hartel, Lee Jamieson, Jill Young Manson, Mary O’Hare, Jo Ann Rivas, Tess Taylor, 
Mona Vasiloiu, Imani Wilkinson 

 Paul Hartel left at 9:37pm, Shawn Besharaty left at 9:23pm 

 1 Absent:  Lindey Lambert   

3. Special Orders. 
a. Install newly-elected Board of Directors (Oath of Office) 
b. Election of new Officers of the Board 

i. President – Tess Taylor  
ii. Vice President – Kelly Cole 

iii. Secretary - Vacant 
iv. Alternate Secretary – Paul Hartel 
v. Treasurer – Federico Figus 

vi. Any further comments by newly-elected officers 

Jill Young Manson nominated Tess Taylor for president.  Tess accepted.  Motion to elect Tess 
Taylor as president was brought by Shawn Besharaty and seconded by Mary O’Hare. 

13 Ayes:  Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Irene Birmingham, Kelly Cole, Federico Figus, Paul 
Hartel, Lee Jamieson, Jill Young Manson, Mary O’Hare, Jo Ann Rivas, Tess Taylor, Mona Vasiloiu, 
Imani Wilkinson 

Vote (13-0-0-), motion passed. 

Tess Taylor nominated Kelly Cole for vice president.  Kelly accepted.  Motion to elect Kelly Cole 
as vice president was brought by Federico Figus and seconded by Deborah Bartlett. 

13 Ayes:  Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Irene Birmingham, Kelly Cole, Federico Figus, Paul 
Hartel, Lee Jamieson, Jill Young Manson, Mary O’Hare, Jo Ann Rivas, Tess Taylor, Mona Vasiloiu, 
Imani Wilkinson 

Vote (13-0-0-), motion passed. 

No nominations were made for secretary.  Position is vacant. 

Tess Taylor nominated Paul Hartel for alternate secretary.  Paul accepted.  Motion to elect Paul 
Hartel as alternate secretary was brought by Tess Taylor and seconded by Deborah Bartlett. 
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13 Ayes:  Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Irene Birmingham, Kelly Cole, Federico Figus, Paul 
Hartel, Lee Jamieson, Jill Young Manson, Mary O’Hare, Jo Ann Rivas, Tess Taylor, Mona Vasiloiu, 
Imani Wilkinson 

Vote (13-0-0-), motion passed. 

Tess Taylor nominated Federico Figus for Treasurer.  Federico accepted.  Motion to elect 
Federico Figus as treasurer was brought by Tess Taylor and seconded by Jo Ann Rivas. 

13 Ayes:  Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Irene Birmingham, Kelly Cole, Federico Figus, Paul 
Hartel, Lee Jamieson, Jill Young Manson, Mary O’Hare, Jo Ann Rivas, Tess Taylor, Mona Vasiloiu, 
Imani Wilkinson 

Vote (13-0-0-), motion passed. 

c.  Appoint Financial Officers of the Board 
i. Neighborhood Council Bank Card Holder – Tess Taylor 

ii. Second Card Holder (optional) – Federico Figus 
iii. Second Signer – Tess Taylor 
iv. Alternate Signer (optional) – Kelly Cole 

 
d. Appoint Community Impact Filers of the Board - Tess Taylor, Kelly Cole 
e. Appoint Standing Committee Chairs and Members 

i. Government Affairs - Vacant 
ii. Planning and Land Use – Paul Hartel 

iii. Outreach – Kelly Cole 
iv. Public Safety – Deborah Bartlett  

4. Brown Act Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items only. 
5. Updates from Community, City, Regional and State Representatives. 
6. DONE Presentation (Erica Gatica Doughty) 

a. Board service acknowledgment 
b. Affirmation, required trainings and orientation 

 
7. Consent Calendar 

7.1  Approve June 17, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes.   

Item 7.1 was removed from the consent calendar for separate vote.  Tess Taylor brought a 
motion to approve June 17th, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes, seconded by Paul Hartel. 

10 Ayes:  Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Irene Birmingham, Kelly Cole, Federico Figus, Paul 
Hartel, Mary O’Hare, Tess Taylor, Mona Vasiloiu, Imani Wilkinson 

3 Abstentions:  Lee Jamieson, Jill Young Manson, Jo Ann Rivas 

Vote (10-0-3), motion passed. 
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7.2  Approve May 2025 GTLNC Monthly Expenditure Report. 
 
7.3  Up to $217.60 for Moore Business Results Invoice #GTLNC 2025 0701 for Web site 
and social media support services, for period ending June 30, 2025. 
 
7.4  Approve up to $128.00 for Apple One Employment Agency invoice #S2-19133122 for 
minute-taker, for period ending March 22, 2025 (billing for February and March 2025 
GTLNC Board Meetings). 
 
7.5  Approve up to $200 for official LA City Name Badges for GTLNC Board members. 
 
7.6  Approve up to $300 for GTLNC business cards for GTLNC Board members. 

Tess Taylor brought a motion to approve Consent Calendar, seconded by Paul Hartel 

13 Ayes: Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Irene Birmingham, Kelly Cole, Federico Figus,          
Paul Hartel, Lee Jamieson, Jill Young Manson, Mary O’Hare, Jo Ann Rivas, Tess Taylor, Mona 
Vasiloiu, Imani Wilkinson 

Vote: (13-0-0) Motion Passed 

8.      Committee Reports 

 8.1    Public Safety 
 8.1.1 Reschedule How to 311 Public Safety Event 
 8.2    Outreach 

8.2.1 Create Neighborhood Council system-wide Best Practices database 
8.3    Planning and Land Use 
8.4    Government Affairs 

 

9.      Information Items. 

 9.1  Tuesday, August 5, 2025: National Night Out 
 9.2  Saturday, September 27, 2025: Congress of Neighborhoods 
 9.3  Saturday, October 18, 2025: Bark-Tober5, LA’s Largest Animal Fair  
 9.4  Meeting schedules: regional NC coalitions, other NC advocacy opportunities 
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10. Old Business 

10.1  Proposed Conditional Use Beverage-Alcohol (ZA-2025-1929-CUB) permit at 4200 
N. Lankershim for sale and dispensing full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site sale in 
conjunction with a new restaurant.                   

 
A motion was brought by Tess Taylor to oppose the proposed conditional use Beverage –Alcohol 
permit at 4200 N. Lankershim Blvd. for sale and dispensing of alcoholic beverages for on-site 
sale in conjunction with a new restaurant, seconded by Lee Jamieson. 
 
6 Ayes:  Deborah Bartlett, Irene Birmingham, Lee Jamieson, Mary O’Hare, Jo Ann Rivas, Tess 
Taylor 
1 No:  Paul Hartel 
6 Abstentions:  Shawn Besharaty, Kelly Cole, Federico Figus, Jill Young Manson, Mona Vasiloiu, 
Imani Wilkinson 
Vote: (6-1-6) Motion Passed 

              
 10.2  Update on William Mellenthin Birdhouse Apartments at 5922-5930 North Buffalo   
 Avenue, Valley Glen, CA 91401 (CHC-2024-6156-HCM).  GTLNC supported Historic-  
             Cultural Monument designation of this site (12-0-0) on January 21, 2025. 
 
11.      New Business 

12.      Next meeting date TBA at 7:00pm at Toluca Lake Elementary School Auditorium 

13.      Adjournment:  9:39pm 


