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Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes APPROVED 

 
Tuesday, November 18, 2025 at 7:00pm 

 
1.Call to Order at 7:09PM.  Roll call.  Announcements.               
9 in attendance:  Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Kelly Cole, Federico Figus, Paul Hartel, Jill Young 
Manson, Tess Taylor, Mona Vasiloiu, Thomas Mann 
2 Excused: Irene Birmingham, Mary O’Hare 
2 Absent:  Lee Jamieson, Imani Wilkinson 
 
2. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only. 
 
3. Updates from Community, City, Regional and State Representatives, including: 
 

 CD2 Senior Field Deputy Denise Schall 

 LAPD and Senior Lead Officer Kurtis Delbar 

 LAFD’s Chief Morehouse  
 
4.  Election of New Board Member.  Nominee:  Paul Ciszak.   
Tess Taylor moved to elect Paul Ciszak to the Board of GTLNC, seconded by Shawn Besharaty. 
9 Ayes: Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Kelly Cole, Federico Figus, Paul Hartel, Jill Young Manson, 
Tess Taylor, Mona Vasiloiu, Thomas Mann  
Vote: (9-0-0) Motion passed 
                                                                                                                                                         
5.  Appoint Governmental Affairs Committee Chair.  Nominee:  Mary O’Hare.                        
Tess Taylor moved to appoint Mary O’Hare Governmental Affairs Committee Chair, seconded by Shawn 
Besharaty                                                                                                                                                               10 
Ayes: Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Kelly Cole, Federico Figus, Paul Hartel, Jill Young Manson, Tess 
Taylor, Mona Vasiloiu, Paul Ciszak           
Vote: (10-0-0) Motion passed 
 
6. Approve previous GTLNC Board Meeting Minutes.                                                                      
Tess Taylor brought a motion to approve previous GTLNC Board Meeting Minutes, seconded by Shawn 
Besharaty 
10 Ayes: Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Kelly Cole, Federico Figus, Paul Hartel, Jill Young Manson, 
Tess Taylor, Mona Vasiloiu, Paul Ciszak, Thomas Mann         
Vote: (10-0-0) Motion Passed 
Lee Jamieson arrived at 8:18PM 
Mary O’Hare arrived at 8:21PM 
 
 7.     Committee Reports. 
 
    7.1 Treasurer’s Report  Federico Figus, Chair 
   7.2  Planning and Land Use Paul Hartel, Chair 
   7.3     Public Safety   Deborah Bartlett, Chair 
   7.4  Outreach and Elections Kelly Cole, Chair 
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    8.    Legislation of possible interest to Greater Toluca Lake on which to take a position or   
                further action. 
 

8.1  Council File 25-1083 (Park, Lee, Rodriguez), Los Angeles City Planning Report relative to 
SB79 implementation.   

 
Motion brought by Tess Taylor, seconded by Paul Ciszak for GTLNC to endorse Council 
adoption of one aspect only of the City of Los Angeles Planning Department Senate Bill 79 
(Wiener) Report (CF 25-1083) Abundant and Affordable Homes Near Transit Act dated 
November 17th, 2025 (“Report”). 

 
Paul Hartel moves to amend, seconded by Kelly Cole.  Amendments discussed. 
Tess Taylor moves to adopt amended motion, seconded by Paul Ciszak. 
 
11 Ayes: Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Federico Figus, Paul Hartel, Jill Young Manson, Tess Taylor, 
Mona Vasiloiu, Paul Ciszak, Thomas Mann, Mary O’Hare, Lee Jamieson         
1 No:  Kelly Cole 
Vote:   11 / 1 / 0, amended motion passed 
 

8.2  Council File 25-1295 (Hernandez,  Jurado, Soto-Martinez) Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit 
(LA ART)/Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro)/ Dodger Stadium to Union 
Station Gondola/Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 
 
Motion brought by Tess Taylor to support Council File 25-1295 and oppose the Union Station Gondola, 
seconded by Thomas Mann. 
10 Ayes: Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Federico Figus, Jill Young Manson, Tess Taylor, Mona 
Vasiloiu, Paul Ciszak, Thomas Mann           
2 Nos:  Kelly Cole, Paul Hartel 
Vote:   10 / 2 / 0, motion passed 
 
9.0  Consent Calendar 
 
9.1  Approve up to $1,500.00 for GTLNC to co-sponsor Movie in the Park with the Studio City 
Neighborhood Council on Saturday, June 6, 2026 at North Weddington Park.  GTLNC to receive equal 
billing to SCNC, including logo placement, in all digital, print and verbal event promotion, advertising and 
outreach. 
 
9.2  Approve up to $100.00 for giveaways for GTLNC to table at 13th Annual Turkey Trot on Sunday, 
November 23, 2025 from 9:00am to 1:00pm at 4444 Riverside Drive in Toluca Lake. 
 
9.3  Approve up to $500.00 for giveaways for GTLNC to table at Holiday Open House on Friday, 
December 5, 2025 from 5:00PM to 9:00PM along Riverside Drive in Toluca Lake. 
 
9.4  Approve up to $238.68 for Moore Business Results for communication and development services for 
GTLNC.org for invoice dated November 1, 2025. 
 
9.5  Approve GTLNC Monthly Expenditure Report, October 2025. 
 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2025/25-1083_misc_2_11-13-25.pdf
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2025/25-1083_misc_2_11-13-25.pdf
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Tess Taylor brought a motion to approve the Consent Calendar, seconded by Lee Jamieson 
11 Ayes: Deborah Bartlett, Shawn Besharaty, Kelly Cole, Federico Figus, Paul Hartel, Lee Jamieson, Jill 
Young Manson, Tess Taylor, Mona Vasiloiu, Thomas Mann, Mary O’Hare 
1 Ineligible:  Paul Ciszak           
Vote: (11-0-0) Motion Passed 
 
10.  Board member assistance needed with GTLNC social media, general marketing. 
 
11.   GTLNC strategic plan, resource allocation, goals and priorities. 
 
12.   Information items. 
 

12.1  Open application period for GTLNC Youth Board Member.  Open to stakeholders   between 
ages of 14 years or older and no more than 16 years of age, at time of selection. 

12.2  Assemblymember Nick Schultz Holiday Open House, Food Drive, Thursday, November 20, 
2025 from 5:00 to 7:00PM at 300 E. Magnolia Boulevard, Suite 504, Burbank 91502. 

12.3  Charter Reform Commission upcoming meetings.  Council File 23-1027-S2. 
12.4  Regional NC coalitions, other NC advocacy opportunities. 

 
13.    Old Business. 

13.1  Addendum to GTLNC’s Community Impact Statement approved on September 16, 2025 to 
oppose Council File 25-0642 (Blumenfeld, Raman) Off-Street Parking/Requirement Elimination/New 
Developments/Change of Use/Cost-Benefit Analysis. 

13.2  Review Los Angeles City Competitive Bidding process: Los Angeles City Charter, Sec. 
371§(10). 
 
14. New Business 
 
15.  Next meeting date Tuesday, January 20th, 2025 at 7:00pm at Toluca Lake Elementary School, 
Auditorium, at 4840 Cahuenga Boulevard, North Hollywood 91601 
 
16.      Meeting adjourned at 9:43pm.     


