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Regular Board Meeting Minutes APPROVED 

Tuesday, February 17
th

, 2026 at 7:00PM 
 

      Zoom Meeting - Participate Online or by Telephone 

 
  Supporting documents available at GTLNC.org. 

 

Participate online: join the meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83490684441 

Participate by telephone:  +1-669-900-6833 then enter Meeting ID: 834 9068 4441 and press # 
In conformity with the January 1

st
, 2026 enactment of California Senate Bill 707 (Durazo) and  

LA City Council-approved Council File 23-1114, this meeting of GTLNC will be conducted virtually. 
 

1. Call to Order at 7:03PM.  Roll call.  Announcements.   

 
Item 1.  Roll call X Bartlett X Besharaty X Birmingham EX Cole 

X Ciszak X Figus X Hartel X Jamieson X Mann 

X Young Manson X O’Hare X Taylor AB Vasiloiu X Wilkinson 

 
 Quorum established:  12 present, 1 absent, 1 excused. 

 

 Deborah Bartlett confirms GTLNC’s next Coffee with a Cop date to take place at Coffea located at 

10107 Camarillo (at Clybourne) on Tuesday, March 31
st
, 2026 from 11am to 1:00PM.  Free refresh-

ment on first-come, first-served basis. 

 

 Mary O’Hare announces Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for Burbank Media District and more 

building adjacent to Toluca Village and expresses concern about insufficient parking and significant 

fire danger.  Deadline for comments is Monday, March 23
rd

, 2026. 

 

 Tess Taylor announces new DELETE Act, a CA state consumer data protection privacy law that just 

went into effect. LAPL is taking submissions for Poet Laureate at lapl.org/poet-laureate.  

 

 Mona Vasiloiu arrives at 7:13PM. 

 

1. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only.   

 

Carol Leonette expresses concerns about potholes in alley behind Trader Joe’s. 

 

2. Improving the Board’s orderly discussion of matters before it.   
 

Tess states we have limited amount of time to share at board meetings.  There is no desire to limit people’s 

ideas or talk time, but if the board agrees to end our meetings at 9:00pm, then we all have to be conscientious 

in how we manage our time together.   Therefore please hold questions and comments unless answer(s) you 

hope to get have broad applicability to subject matter.  This way we can always be in service to our stakehold-

ers and get the most information conveyed within time constraints we’ve agreed to. 

 

3. Updates from Community, City, Regional and State Representatives.     

  

http://www.gtlnc.org/
http://lapl.org/poet-laureate
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Anthony Thornton, Field Representative, Assemblymember Nick Schultz’s office.    

 

Schultz has introduced new bills including a production tax (no bill # yet), AB 1787 Dynamic Pricing and AB 

1898.   April 18
th

 Community Coffee Meetup, details forthcoming.  Schultz’s office is working with CalTrans to 

address multiple service requests in the area.  February 20
th

 is the deadline to introduce bills, Schultz is work-

ing on a bill package.    

 

Mary O’Hare asks for any SB 79 updates, as bill author CA Sen. Scott Wiener has stated he would entertain 

implementation delay and LA Metro is violently opposed to what SB 79 will do to transportation.  And will  

Wiener try to incorporate his amendments into budget bill?  Unknown, Anthony will report back.   

 

Stakeholder Rudy Melendez states freeway lights across AD 44 are out, even more so with recent rains creat-

ing more outages and dangerous conditions, asks that AD44 do all it can to hold Cal Trans District 7 respon-

sible to resolve this before accidents or deaths occur.   

 

Mary O’Hare asks how Caltrans budgets are allocated statewide, by population or by miles or another met-

ric?  Our Caltrans District 7 is not getting as much as we need here.  Anthony will report back. 

 

Kurtis Delbar, Senior Lead Officer, Los Angeles Police Department. 

 

Reports rain bringing encampments back under bridges, is dealing with that, with cleanup scheduled within a 

few days.   

 

Reports several license plates stolen.   Shawn Besharaty asks if GTLNC can get some special license place 

bolts to give out at our public safety fair?  Kurtis states the city has to document those.  Shawn:  Could 

GTLNC document?   Kurtis:  Has to be done by LAPD, GTLNC could provide or fund.   

 

Mary O’Hare reports delivery truck parking in center median of Riverside Drive at Gelson’s, a safety concern.  

Kurtis states he will work with Gelson’s for different location to park vehicle. 

 

Denise Schall, Senior Field Deputy, Council District 2. 

 

Reports CM Nazarian’s motions to keep Hollywood Home moved to full council.  Discussion of permit parking 

districts, potholes in alley behind Trade Joe’s on Riverside (recommends 311 service requests under Street 

Problems).   Date to be announced with Animal Services Dept. for coyote mating season, a public safety issue.   

 

Mary O’Hare asks how GTLNC can support Nazarian’s  Keep Hollywood Home, states that BUR Airport has 

been declared unsafe, now Joby Aviation 4-person electric helicopters flying out of BUR gives rise to public 

safety concerns, adding to traffic of normal helicopters, commercial and corporate flights.  Requests that CM 

Nazarian push back and advocate for safety on behalf of his CD2 constituents otherwise FAA will decide and 

not the airport.  Denise will report back.   

 

Federico Figus states that BUR Airport Control Tower has been unmanned for months from 4:30PM to 10PM 

at night when Southern Regional operates during those hours, which is a real problem.  Federico states that 

the FAA has control over the skies but we need to demand better and uninterrupted staffing so there is always 

someone at the tower physically at BUR Airport.    

 

Stakeholder Rudy Melendez reports neighborhood streetlights out for many months in Walter Reed area, CSR 

#02033159 near middle school (streets:  Kraft, Farmdale and Camelia). 
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Erica Gatica Doughty, Empowerment Advocate.  

 

Reports budget discussions still underway, recommends sending letter to CD2 Councilmember outlining 

GTLNC budget priorities.  Notes emails to NCs regarding SB 707 with new  Mon through Sun 2PM agenda 

posting deadline.  Erica works with 15 other NCs, GTLNC is in her Top 2; Tess asks, who’s better than us? 

 

Betsaira Aguilera, Community Representative from Mayor’s Office. 

 

Reports city’s emergency center activated overnight.  Mayor’s Office of Community Safety is hiring youths 

16+.  Citywide cleanups on 4
th

 Saturday of month, location suggestions welcome.  Tess asks can Mayor bring 

pressure to fix potholes behind Trader Joe’s.  Betsaira will check with Infrastructure team and report back. 

 

4. Approve minutes from previous GTLNC Board Meetings: 

 

4.1 January 20
th

, 2026 Regular Board Meeting.  File 1 of 8 

 
Item 4.1: VOTE 13 / 0 / 0 
Mover Taylor,  2

nd
 Ciszak 

X Bartlett X Besharaty X Birmingham EX Cole 

X Ciszak X Figus X Hartel X Jamieson X Mann 

X Young Manson X O’Hare X Taylor X Vasiloiu X Wilkinson 

 

4.2 February 9
th

, 2026 Special Board Meeting.  File 2 of 8 

 
Item 4.2:  VOTE 13 / 0 / 0 
Mover Taylor,  2

nd
 Wilkinson 

X Bartlett X Besharaty X Birmingham EX Cole 

X Ciszak X Figus X Hartel X Jamieson X Mann 

X Young Manson X O’Hare X Taylor X Vasiloiu X Wilkinson 

 

5. Committee Reports. 

 

5.1 Treasurer’s Report  Federico Figus.  File 3 of 8 

5.2 Planning and Land Use  Paul Hartel, Chair.    

5.3 Public Safety   Deborah Bartlett, Chair 

5.4 Outreach    Kelly Cole, Chair 

5.5 Government Affairs  Mary O’Hare, Chair 

 

6. Legislation of possible interest to Greater Toluca Lake on which to take a position or further action.  

 

6.1 Proposal by Governmental Affairs Committee for GTLNC to prepare a letter to be sent to the Cali-

fornia State Assemblymember Nick Schultz, Mayor Karen Bass and Council District 2 Coun-

cilmember Adrin Nazarian detailing how pending Senate Bill 677 (Scott Wiener. Housing Devel-

opment:  Transit-Oriented Development) may put renters at risk.   

 

Mary O’Hare states this was discussed at Governmental Affairs Committee this month.  At this point SB 

677 does not have rental problem in it, so no position necessary.  SB 79 (which has passed into law) could 

be amended before March GTLNC Regular Board meeting, so special meeting may be advisable so we can 

issue directive to oppose any expansion of SB 79.  Senator Scott Wiener may use budget due in March to 

[gut and amend] his SB 908.  Recommends GTLNC craft letter to oppose this and be prepared.  People are 

waking up that [SB 79] will kill city budgets. 

 

https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB677/2025
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB677/2025
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7. Proposal for GTLNC to write to appropriate authorities to address hiring experienced air traffic controllers, 

runway safety issues, EV Vertical Taxis, and to include Toluca Lake Chamber of Commerce, Toluca Lake 

Homeowners Association and Studio City for Quiet Skies and other local organizations (unanimously ap-

proved by Governmental Affairs Committee).  File 4 of 8  

 

Federico Figus states this is great opportunity for us to push for take-offs on [runway] 15, to push local 

government to require much steeper climbs.  What is our timeline to make this happen?  

 

Mary O’Hare believes #4 (steeper climbs) should be saved for later letter, states that Burbank Board 

(which meets first Monday of the month) dislikes the little helicopters.  Recommends we include National 

Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) in our letter, though FAA generally decides such things.  Recom-

mends striking language “until such time as.”  In light of JOBY approval, other companies are piling up to 

seek FAA approval, too.  These aircrafts are hybrid between fixed wing and helicopter style, FAA has not  

determined what kind of pilot should be certified to fly them:  fixed wing, helicopter pilot, or both.  Con-

cerns include pool of pilots, flying lower than 3,000 feet.   

 

Jill Young Manson asks if GTLNC’s Public Safety Community Fair should be skewed toward safety in gen-

eral, air pollution emission, hearing damage, consciousness-raising to spark more awareness and in-

volvement?   Tess agrees, it would be appropriate for BUR to have presence at our fair.   

 

Mona Vasiloiu asks, what about drones?   

 

Federico Figus states this matter is urgent because FAA is in process of approving JOBY, Bass is behind it 

for Olympics, she just fired Olympic committee chairman, is making big VIP style push.  This doesn’t help 

us and will only cause more risk in our area especially below 3,000 feet.  We need someone with a name in 

aviation to write opinion column for the LA Times.  Until then, two things are needed:  1) be at the BUR 

Board meetings, 2) letter to everyone including Mayor Bass who will likely back down if she gets push 

back.  Suggests possible guest for Public Safety Fair 

 

Mary O’Hare recommends we write letter and drop Item #4 and send reps to Burbank Board Meeting. 

 

Federico Figus states such a letter based on to whom it’s addressed, focus on issue of NTSB.  Recommends 

sending to NTSB, Woman at NTSB, Bass, FAA, Councilmembers, Olympic Committee and others.   

 

Paul Ciszak asks Mary O’Hare, why strike #4? 

 

Mary O’Hare believes #4 is too controversial and complicated.   

 

Motion for GTLNC to write to appropriate authorities to address hiring experienced air traffic controllers, 

runway safety issues, EV Vertical Taxis, and to include Toluca Lake Chamber of Commerce, Toluca Lake 

Homeowners Association and Studio City for Quiet Skies and other local organizations. 

 
Item 7:  VOTE 13 / 0 / 0 
Mover Taylor, 2

nd
 O’Hare

  
 

X Bartlett X Besharaty X Birmingham EX Cole 

X Ciszak X Figus X Hartel X Jamieson X Mann 

X Young Manson X O’Hare X Taylor X Vasiloiu X Wilkinson 

 

8. Proposal to amend GLTNC Bylaws to clarify how abstention votes are treated, and to count them as nei-

ther a YES or a NO vote (unanimously approved by Governmental Affairs Committee).  File 5 of 8 
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Item 8:  VOTE 13 / 0 / 0 
Mover Taylor, 2

nd
 Ciszak

  
 

X Bartlett X Besharaty X Birmingham EX Cole 

X Ciszak X Figus X Hartel X Jamieson X Mann 

X Young Manson X O’Hare X Taylor X Vasiloiu X Wilkinson 

 

9. Consent Calendar. 

 

9.1   Support submission of GTLNC’s Declaration of Commitment to Representative Government, 

passed unanimously on June 17
th

, 2025 by GTLNC, to Los Angeles City Charter Commission 

and to Council File 23-1027.  Include note that as of this date, the Declaration has been adopted 

unanimously or near unanimously by the ten (10) NCs (including GTLNC):  Porter Ranch, West 

Adams, Sylmar, Lake Balboa, Sunland-Tujunga, Sherman Oaks, Woodland Hills Warner Cen-

ter, NoHo, NoHo Northeast. 

 

9.2   Approve up to $350.00 for annual subscriptions for GTLNC to the Los Angeles Times 

($208.00 annual), LA Daily News ($2.00 for 2 years, renews at $4.99 per week), Valley and 

Westside Current ($92.00 annual).   

 

9.3   Approve up to $50.00 contribution to LAist.com, a free online local news service. 

 

9.4   Approve up to $167.07 for Moore Business Results for communication and development ser-

vices for GTLNC.org for invoice dated February 2
nd

, 2026.  File 6 of 8   

 

9.5   Approve cost adjustment of up to $51.20 for Apple One Employment Agency invoice for peri-

od ending April 26
th

, 2025.  NOTE:  GTLNC was never invoiced for this.  File 7 of 8.    

 

9.6   Approve GTLNC Monthly Expenditure Report (MER), February January 2026.  MER was not 

available from the LA City Clerk at the time of this agenda posting and will be made available 

to the public and board prior to board consideration.  File 8 of 8 (pending).  Tess makes friendly 

amendment to correct typo “February” to “January” MER.   

 

Item 9:  VOTE 13 / 0 / 0 
Mover Taylor,  2

nd
 O’Hare 

X Bartlett X Besharaty X Birmingham EX Cole 

X Ciszak X Figus X Hartel X Jamieson X Mann 

X Young Manson X O’Hare X Taylor X Vasiloiu X Wilkinson 

 

10. Discuss and determine shared credentials and what interaction, if any, the GTLNC Board should have 

with its social media accounts, apart from our present policy to post agendas and email newsletters 

which link to GTLNC’s Instagram and Facebook accounts.  GTLNC complies with the Digital Commu-

nications Policy For Neighborhood Councils (April 2022).   

 

Board consensus is to keep comments turned off.  Federico recommends hiring Wendy Moore to oversee 

GTLNC social media, give her guidelines.  Imani encourages use of channels to get people to follow 

GTLNC, come to meetings.  With comments OFF there is more incentive to come to meetings.  Recom-

mends CALL TO ACTION to remind people public comments are welcome at our meetings   Tess states 

we must be clear who is doing what.  Paul Ciszak seconds Shawn Besharaty to have Outreach Commit-

tee present options A, B and C and bring to full board.   

 

Motion:  Thomas Mann moves to have Outreach present options A, B and C and that comments be 

turned on all channels be turned OFF.     

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AeXn3tS2kzoRJWit-OMKAUVwTtRhyh45/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AeXn3tS2kzoRJWit-OMKAUVwTtRhyh45/view
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Item 10:  VOTE 13 / 0 / 0 
Mover Mann,  2

nd
 Taylor 

X Bartlett X Besharaty X Birmingham EX Cole 

X Ciszak X Figus X Hartel X Jamieson X Mann 

X Young Manson X O’Hare X Taylor X Vasiloiu X Wilkinson 

 

11. Information item.  Re-open application period for GTLNC Youth Board Member.  Open to stakeholders 

between ages of 14 years or older and no more than 17 years of age, at time of selection.  Deadline to apply 

at GTLNC.org:  Friday, March 13
th

, 2026 at 6:00PM. 

 

12. GTLNC strategic plan, resource allocation, goals and priorities.   

 

13. Old Business. 

 

13.1 Council File 25-0848 (Park, Yaroslavsky:  AB 747 / City Compliance Status / Existing Evacua-

tion Plans / Improve Evacuation Route Infrastructure) approved by LA City Council on October 

3rd, 2025, calling for an emergency evacuation capacity study in compliance with AB 747 (Lev-

ine:  Planning and zoning:  general plan:  safety element), passed in 2019.  (Mary O’Hare) 

 

14. New Business. 
 

15. Next meeting date Tuesday, March 17
th

, 2026 at 7:00PM at Toluca Lake Elementary School, Auditorium, 

at 4840 Cahuenga Boulevard, North Hollywood  91601. 
 

16. Adjournment.  9:04PM 

 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=25-0848

