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? Governmental Affairs Committee Meeting T2 B

tOll,lf ﬁ ’Zlake Tuesday, January 3 2023 at 6:30pm (C-] E
ZOOM — MEETING ID 979 4137 2867 e

neighborhood council

Join Zoom Meeting Online: https://zoom.us/j/97941372867 Meeting ID: 979 4137 2867
Or via phone: (669) 900-6833 and enter/dial 979 4137 2867 followed by # (pound)

In conformity with Sep. 16, 2021 enactment of CA Assembly Bill 361 (Rivas) and due to concerns over COVID-19,
this neighborhood council meeting will be conducted entirely with a call-in or internet-based service option.

Instructions on how to sign up for public comments will be given to listeners at the start of the meeting.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS (X = Present, AB = Absent, EX = Excused)

X Tess Taylor, Chair X Shawn Besharaty

X Kelly Cole (arrived at 7:08PM) AB Reynold Blight X Jonathan Gregory

1. Call to order. Start time: 6:37PM. Public in attendance: 2

2. Minutes. Review, approve minutes (see materials at GTLNC.org under meeting documents): MOTION:

Approve GTLNC November 1%, 2022 Governmental Affairs Committee Minutes. First: Shawn. Second: Jonathan.

Tess Taylor: 'Y Kelly Cole: AB | Shawn Besharaty: Y [ Reynold Blight: AB | Jonathan Gregory: Y

Vote: 3/0/0 Key: Y —Yes. N—No. A—Abstain. R—Recusal. I — Ineligible. E —Excused. AB - Absent.

3. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items within GTLNC’s Jurisdiction (2 min per speaker). NONE

4, Committee Member News & Announcements (2 min per speaker on relevant subject[s] not on agenda).
Discussion of street lighting, public safety and recently enacted regulation known as Net Energy Metering (“NEM”).

5. Legislation of possible interest to Committee. SB1338 (Umberg). Community Assistance, Recovery, and
Empowerment (CARE) Court Program establishes new judicial branch providing court-ordered care to unhoused and
severely mentally ill. Discussion of legislation which aims to get treatment for people with schizophrenic and
psychotic disorders unable to subscribe themselves to medical care. Suggestion that LA Homeless Services Authority
(LAHSA)-like organizations have duties and compliance requirements to which they do not adhere. Questions about
how this legislation will work in practice and what success looks like.

6. Discussion and possible vote / Community Impact Statement with respect to Council File 22-1146 for steps
to remedy issues that led to numerous Neighborhood Council Community Impact Statements (“CISes”) not being
transmitted. Link: https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-1146_mot_9-30-22.pdf. First: Jonathan. Second:
Shawn. Discussion that CD4 Raman’s motion is step in right direction but lacks teeth. Department of Neighborhood
Empowerment (“DONE ") has suppressed stakeholders and failed to put its objections to us in writing. ClSes are
neighborhood councils’ only method to communicate to LA City Council, Boards and Commissions. DONE s failure
to transmit these is existential threat to governance by the people. Discussion to hold DONE accountable. After 10
years of experience in NC system, Kelly suggests this is DONE pattern and practice. Former Councilmember David
Ryu was in charge of Neighborhood Councils under LA Charter, he and his deputies were active. Which
Councilmember took this over? Tess to research and report back.

Jonathan makes motion that Tess be designated to speak at LA City Council meeting on behalf of GTLNC to voice
our disappointment with DONE. First: Shawn. Second: Kelly.
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MOTION: The Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council (“GTLNC”) designates Tess Taylor to speak on its
behalf at Los Angeles City Hall at a regular meeting of the Los Angeles City Council and at a regular meeting of the
Board of Neighborhood Commissioners to express GTLNC'’s disappointment in the Department of Neighborhood
Empowerment’s failure to deliver Community Impact Statements from GTLNC and all Neighborhood Councils
throughout Los Angeles to intended recipients over a period of several years.

Tess Taylor: Y Kelly Cole: Y | Shawn Besharaty: Y [ Reynold Blight: AB | Jonathan Gregory: Y

Vote: 4/0/0 Key: Y -Yes. N—No. A—Abstain. R—Recusal. I - Ineligible. E —Excused. AB - Absent.

After unanimously voting to approve above language, Tess suggests we add reference to original Council File 22-
1146. Shawn: First. Kelly: Second. Committee votes unanimously (4/0/0) again to amend motion to add reference
to Council File 22-1146.

7. Discussion and possible vote / Community Impact Statement. MOTION: The Board of the Greater Toluca
Lake Neighborhood Council (GTLNC) opposes Council File 22-1154, the Interactive Kiosk (“IKE”) program, for the
following reasons: 1. The fact that most of the kiosks will be digital displays affects safety in that drivers will be
distracted by flashing and changing displays at critical intersections and turn points. 2. This significant expansion of
digital sighage advertising will increase urban blight. 3. There are no controls over data collection by the kiosk
companies of pedestrian or driver information and how such data will be used. 4. There has been a lack of
community input into this proposal. Digital display kiosks need full community and environmental review. 5.
Piggybacking on the City of Houston is inappropriate benchmarking as Houston building codes differ from Los
Angeles codes, among other things. 6. Putting kiosks on sidewalks in the public right of way takes away public
access to sidewalks. This triggers Americans with Disabilities Act issues which mitigate against putting kiosks on
sidewalks. 7. Today most individuals get directional information from their cell phones which render kiosks
irrelevant. 8. There is no information as to the cost and plans for protection of kiosks from vandalism or what entity
will bear the cost to repair damaged kiosks. 9. There is a question as to where the energy source for these kiosks will
be located and if they will be available for people to tap into. This motion is also to be submitted as a Community
Impact Statement (CIS) to [CF 22-1154]. First: Shawn. Second: Kelly

Motion submitted by Councilmembers Buscaino and O Farrell, Jonathan shares recent statistics about populations
in Houston and Los Angeles. There is no comparison between the two cities. Why do we need these? Cost?
Discussion of size of kiosks. Kelly suggests GTLNC should earmark kiosk usage for our neighborhood if passed.

LINK: https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-1154 mot 10-04-22.pdf

Tess Taylor: Y Kelly Cole: A | Shawn Besharaty: Y | Reynold Blight: AB | Jonathan Gregory: Y
Vote:3/0 /1 Key: Y —-Yes. N—No. A—Abstain. R—Recusal. | — Ineligible. E —Excused. AB - Absent.
8. Discussion and possible vote. MOTION: The Board of the Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council

(GTLNC) requests Council President Krekorian bring forth a resolution to oppose the policies and special directives
of Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascon. There has been a crime surge in Los Angeles since the
initiation of DA Gascon’s policies and directives, from misdemeanors to violent felonies. DA Gascon’s newly
instituted policies and directives have contributed to this surge. For example, DA Gascon issued Special Directive
20-07, which lists numerous misdemeanors generally declined or dismissed before arraignment, including resisting
arrest, drinking in public, public intoxication, trespassing, and drug and paraphernalia possession. This has directly
led to non-enforcement of quality of life crimes throughout the City. Special Directive 20-08 eliminated certain
sentencing enhancements for career criminals, including the Three Strikes Law and gang enhancements. DA Gascon
only modified that policy after a judge issued a preliminary injunction against it for non-compliance with state law.
Our DA refuses to enforce cash bail under Special Directive 20-06, which has resulted in a revolving door policy of
repeat criminals being set free only to commit more crime while awaiting trial. Only after a few high-profile violent
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felony cases did he agree to consider cash bail in rare circumstances. DA Gascén “will not defend existing death
penalty cases” under Special Directive 20-11, even though California voters support the death penalty. He refuses to
send prosecutors to parole hearings. DA Gascon refuses to try juvenile offenders in adult court no matter how
heinous the crime. A man recently arrested for the slaying of a homeless man had been released from prison last year
after just serving 8 years of a life sentence for double murder because DA Gascén refused to transfer the case from
juvenile to adult court. DA Gascon’s dangerous policies and special directives continue to endanger all Angelenos,
voters and residents of Greater Toluca Lake are concerned about the DA’s non-prosecution of crimes that affect our
quality of life. Our laws must be enforced, not undermined by the DA. The time is now for the City Council to
support the repeal of these dangerous, ill-conceived, and even unlawful policies of DA Gascén. The safety, well-
being, and quality of life for all Angelenos are at stake. This motion is also to be submitted as a Request For Action
to Council President and Council District 2 Councilmember Paul Krekorian. First: Shawn. Second: Jonathan.

Discussion that GTLNC s attempt to pass No Confidence Vote about DA Gascon’s policies was suppressed at May
17", 2022 GTLNC General Board Meeting. DONE s Erica Gatica informed us then that DONE would not indemnify
GTLNC if we proceeded with No Confidence Vote but gave us nothing in writing despite our request. Suggestion to
censure DONE’s attempt to censor GTLNC and protest DONE impeding our ability to fulfill our duties with no
mention of Gascén. Committee unanimously agrees to this and to draft Letter of Action (4/0/0).

Directives LINKS

Resentencing / Lifer Parole Hearings
https://da.lacounty.gov/sites/default/files/policies/SPECIAL-DIRECTIVE-20-14.pdf

Misdemeanor Treatment
https://da.lacounty.qgov/sites/default/files/pdf/SPECIAL-DIRECTIVE-20-07.pdf

Death Penalty:
https://da.lacounty.qov/sites/default/files/pdf/SPECIAL-DIRECTIVE-20-11.pdf

Pretrial Release:
https://da.lacounty.qov/sites/default/files/pdf/SPECIAL-DIRECTIVE-20-06.pdf

Sentencing Enhancements
https://da.lacounty.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/SPECIAL-DIRECTIVE-20-08.pdf

The Daily News article on Pacoima slaying:
https://www.dailynews.com/2022/06/22/gascon-policy-blamed-for-mans-release-from-life-

Tess Taylor Kelly Cole | Shawn Besharaty | Reynold Blight | Jonathan Gregory

Vote: [/ Key: Y —Yes. N—No. A—Abstain. R—Recusal. |- Ineligible. E—Excused. AB - Absent.

9. New Business / Future Projects.
10. Old Business.
11. Adjournment. Close Time: 8:07PM

Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 7™ 2023 @ 6:30 PM via Zoom

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS: The public is requested to dial *9 or use the “Raise
Hand” option, when prompted by the presiding officer, to address the Board on any agenda item before the Board takes an action
on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered.
Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard
during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a
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matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the
public may become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker unless adjusted by
the presiding officer of the Board.

AB 361 UPDATES: Public comment cannot be required to be submitted in advance of the meeting, only real-time public
comment is required. If there are any broadcasting interruptions that prevent the public from observing or hearing the meeting,
the meeting must be recessed or adjourned. If members of the public are unable to provide public comment or be heard due to
issues within the Neighborhood Council’s control, the meeting must be recessed or adjourned.

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS - GTLNC agendas are posted for public review as follows:
e Discovery Store (Community Kiosk), at the Southeast corner of Forman Avenue and Riverside Drive;
e GTLNC.org; or
e You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: As a covered entity under Title 11 of the Americans with Disabilities Act,
the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable
accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening
devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make
your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting Robyn Allyn, Board
Secretary via email at Robyn.Allyn@gtinc.org.

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS: In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are
distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at GTLNC.org or at the scheduled meeting.
In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact Robyn Allyn, Board Secretary
via email at Robyn.Allyn@gtinc.org

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS: For information on the GTLNC’s process for board action
reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the GTLNC
Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our website GTLNC.org

SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION: Si requiere servicios de traduccion, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 dias de trabajo (72
horas) antes del evento. Por favor contacte a Robyn Allyn, Secrtary de la Mesa Directiva, por correo electrénico
Robyn.Allyn@gtInc.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal."

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES: If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may
require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More
information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or
ethics.commission@Iacity.org
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