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DRAFT MINUTES 

 Governmental Affairs Committee (GAC) Meeting 

Tuesday, January 9
th

, 2024 at 6:00PM 

Toluca Lake Elementary School – Classroom A 

4840 Cahuenga Blvd., North Hollywood CA  91601 

       Supporting documents available at GTLNC.org. 

 

Committee Membership (X = present, AB = Absent, EX = Excused): 

 

X  Doug Hamblin, Chair 

X Cella Duffy 

X Kelly Cole 

X Logan Dalton (departs 7:45PM) 

X Deborah Yazmajian 

AB  Jon Zimbrich 

1.  Call to Order.  6:06PM  Roll call.  Announcements.  Public:  Eric Robinson, Irene Birmingham, 

Natalie Vartanian. 
 

2.  Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only.   

 

Irene Birmingham notes that 170N Cal Trans (“Valley Village”) sign still down. 
 

3. Approval of November 8
th

, 2023 Governmental Affairs Committee Meeting Minutes (GTLNC.org).  

Motion Tess, DH second.  APPROVE:  Doug, Logan, Cella, Tess, Deb.  ABSTAIN:  Kelly. 
 

4. Legislation of possible interest to Greater Toluca Lake. 
 

4.1 Discussion regarding Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors vote at its December 19
th

, 2023 

regular meeting on a motion to delay the implementation of SB 43 (Eggman.  Behavioral Health) in LA 

County.  This bill was signed into law by Governor Gavin Newsom on October 10, 2023.  ARTICLE:  

L.A. County delays implementation of new criteria for gravely disabled (from Los Angeles Times, 

December 19
th

, 2023).      

LINK:  https://lacounty.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=1&clip_id=11439# (discussion of  

the matter - Agenda Item #27 - begins at 06:25:21).    

 

Doug summarizes new law.  SF is one of the two counties in CA that decided to move forward with this law 

immediately, a big change as it expands legal definition of “grave disability.”  It must be shown in court 

that person is gravely disabled as result of mental disorder (not just for any reason).  Doug  proposes 

GTLNC take a position with our public figures, councilmembers, supervisors, etc. who are all scared 

witless of lawyers and lawsuits and who are too scared to get challenged in court so that nothing will 

change.  Laws need to change, and they just need to accept it.   

 

Natalie Vartanian states this is an excellent intro and really thorough.  Channing definition of “grave 

disability” involved massive undertaking: 1) retraining and recertifying mental health care work force, 

county and private.  Not enough beds.  Dept of Public Health (substance abuse) and Dept of Mental Health 

(other) has convened work group to determine what’s needed to implement SB 43 and how much time will 

be needed.   

 

Cella:  In the 80s, people were given a choice to go to jail or rehab.  Insurance covered it.  That worked 

well.   

 

Natalie:  That’s when we could prosecute drugs as felonies not misdemeanors which we can’t do any more.   

 

 

http://www.gtlnc.org/
http://www.gtlnc.org/
https://lacounty.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=1&clip_id=11439
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB43
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-12-19/l-a-county-delays-implementation-of-new-criteria-for-gravely-disabled
https://lacounty.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=1&clip_id=11439
https://assets-us-01.kc-usercontent.com/0234f496-d2b7-00b6-17a4-b43e949b70a2/e1834a32-0867-4abf-82c4-6cf3fc507a93/Agenda%20121923_links.pdf
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Doug:  What needs to change is you can’t just extend and pretend and make excuses for ever, or nothing 

will change. 

 

Tess:  How do we encourage specificity, goals, deadlines?   

 

Cella:  How do you get misdemeanor changed to Felony?  NAT: Prop 47 (retail theft) 57 (drug crimes).  

Bill just introduced… every year set of Prop 47 leg to reform…  DH:  One party state…  many law firms 

will do this.  If you’re in prison convicted of felony that has now been reclassified, a zillion pro bono 

attorneys will help you  

 

Tess makes motion to table until next GAC Meeting. 

 
Item 4.1 (motion to table until next meeting)           VOTE: 6 / 0 / 0             Mover:  Taylor, 2

nd
:  Hamblin 

Y:  Hamblin Y:  Cole Y:  Dalton Y:  Duffy Y: Yazmajian Y: Taylor (ex officio) 

 

Tess:  How to make our dismay with Prop 47 known?   

 

Natalie recommends wait until legislative deadline to introduce bills in February, legislature has until then 

to introduce any new bills in this cycle.  She mentions one already introduced related to retail theft which is 

out of control.  Then see if there is a set of bills to support or oppose.   

 

Marc:  retail dollar value amount changed.   

 

Doug mentions “wobblers” - can be filed as misdeamonrs or felonies.   

 

Natalie:  Just introduced, previous history of retail theft can be charged as a felony.  Second offense 

becomes felony because of the first.     

 

7:01 Natalie departs. 

 

Doug mentions with passage of Prop 47 and 57 came unintended consequences.  Biggest mental health 

facility currentlyis men’s county jail.  The mentally ill are kicked out and the armed robber is kept in.  

That’s why this has exploded the way it has.   

 

Kelly:  Reagan signed Lanterman-Petris-Short (LPS) Act, saw it as way to save money.   

 

Doug:  LPS Act signed by Reagan, was bi partisan.  They didn’t do what they said they were going to do. 

 

Deborah expresses concerns of abuse of this law.   

 

Doug explains LPS was created to avoid this because in a conservatorship, state takes all assets.   

 

4.2 Proposal to support CF 23-1338 (Padilla, Raman.  Van Nuys Airport [VNY] / VNY Vision Study / 

Community Engagement Strategies) and CF 23-1339 (Padilla, Raman.  Van Nuys Airport Specific Plan 

/ Citizens Advisory Committee / Forensic Audit / Economic Study / Noise Mitigation / Community 

Benefit Program) and calls for greater transparency and community engagement in the Van Nuys 

Airport Plan and Vision Study process.   

 

 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=23-1338
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=23-1339
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Doug asks committee if everyone knows where to find draft legislation, council files, on City Clerk portal.  

Explains process of motion becoming a council file and how to research items, review Community Impact 

Statements (CIS) submitted by other neighborhood councils to understand how other communities feel 

about issues important to us. 

 

Marc:   Jet fuel highly cancerous.  VNY has exponential increase in  flight traffic. 

 

Discussion of CISes submitted by other neighborhood councils. 

 

Kelly states that Santa Monica Airport is no longer a Fixed Based Operator, so private jets can’t go in and 

out.  Van Nuys has picked up that traffic and increased.  You can own shares in a plane, there are more 

private planes, and those not in use by primary owners are up in air all the time, creating more air traffic 

in Burbank and Van Nuys.  Request for routes goes to FAA, all that is codified and worked out, but 

decisions are made for benefit of flights and routes, not for people living under them.  

 

Discussion points include streamlining all jets into international highway to get them on time, rate of climb 

and take-off, throttle rates and new capabilities of modern aircraft causing negative impacts to residents.  

Kelly states Glendale and Pasadena claim to be “too close to Verdugo mountains” and get all tax benefits 

of airport but don’t have to deal with the noise.  With new technology, this excuse no longer holds true. 

 

Motion to approve proposed CIS. 

 
Item 4.2                                                             VOTE: 6 / 0 / 0             Mover:  Taylor, 2

nd
:  Hamblin 

Y:  Hamblin Y:  Cole Y:  Dalton Y:  Duffy Y: Yazmajian Y: Taylor (ex officio) 

 

5. Discussion and recommendations regarding options to hold future Board meetings via Zoom, either 

instead of, or in addition to, in-person meetings relative to SB 411 (Portantino. Open meetings: 

teleconferences: neighborhood councils) which was signed into law on October 8
th

, 2023. 

 

Doug:  Prefers in person.   

Kelly states her understanding is option is available to go back to the way it was during COVID.   

Motion to table.  

 
Item 5  (motion to table until next meeting)            VOTE: 6 / 0 / 0             Mover:  Hamblin, 2

nd
:  Taylor 

Y:  Hamblin Y:  Cole Y:  Dalton Y:  Duffy Y: Yazmajian Y: Taylor (ex officio) 

 

6. GTLNC.org web page update recommendations.     

 

Doug wants new photos of current board members. 

 

Kelly states DONE doesn’t have anything with our Web site.  It was done by company we paid, we no 

longer pay them, Tess saving us $500 / month.   

 

Logan knows Wordpress and can help.  Logan leaves meeting at 7:45PM 

 

Committee consensus to do something more simple with Web site. 

 

 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB411
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Kelly notes COVID has hurt GTLNC meeting attendance but in her 14 years, meetings were never well-

attended unless there was a hot issue, even with free food. 

 

Cella:  District Attorney race on lots of people’s minds, flyers?  Kelly:  Flyers are expensive.   

 

Discussion of mailing list, other outreach efforts and how to use Web site to maximize these. 
 

7. Old Business.   
 

8. New Business. 
 

9. Next meeting on Tuesday, February 6
th

, 2024 at 6:00PM to take place at Toluca Lake Elementary 

School (Classroom 17) located at 4840 Cahuenga Boulevard, N. Hollywood, 91601.  
 

10. Adjournment.      8:05PM 

 

______ 

 

 

4.2    Motion:  GTLNC supports CF 23-1338 (Padilla, Raman.  Van Nuys Airport [VNY] / VNY Vision 

Study / Community Engagement Strategies) and CF 23-1339 (Padilla, Raman.  Van Nuys Airport Specific 

Plan / Citizens Advisory Committee / Forensic Audit / Economic Study / Noise Mitigation / Community 

Benefit Program) and calls for greater transparency and community engagement in the Van Nuys Airport 

Plan and Vision Study process.   
 

GTLNC is aware of an increased exposure to Van Nuys Airport (VNY) jet charter traffic, one of the busiest 

general aviation airports in the nation, over its airspace which exasperates the burden already felt from 

BUR departures over our area.  Despite densely populated residential areas existing prior to VNY’s 

redevelopment over the past 20 years, no mitigation policy measures were created by Los Angeles World 

Airports (LAWA) to mandate such considerations.  GTLNC requests that LA City Council instruct Los 

Angeles City Planning Department, with LAWA, and in consultation with Council District 6 as Committee 

Chair responsible for the formation and/or operation of the Van Nuys Airport Specific Plan Citizens 

Advisory Committee, to convene the necessary Citizens Advisory Committee meetings to provide input 

during all phases of the development process of the Van Nuys Airport Specific Plan and its relevant 

studies; to include at least one local resident / stakeholder from, but not limited to, Council Districts 2, 3, 4, 

5, and 6; and to enable Council District office staff participation.  This will help PROTECT valley residents 

and everyone near VNY. We need LA City Council to keep LAWA in check. Toxic fumes pour out of 

VNY and are getting worse.  LAWA must be accountable and transparent. They can’t grow at the expense 

of the lives and health of residents.  
  

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=23-1338
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=23-1339
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PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS:  The public is permitted to address the assembly on any agenda item before action is 
taken on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered.  Comments from the public on 

other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the assembly’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that 

under the Brown Act, the assembly is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the 
issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future meeting. Public comment may be limited to a fixed time per speaker or a limited 

number of speakers by the presiding officer of the assembly. Those wishing to make comment, but not wanting to speak publicly, may submit written 

communications to the Board. 
 

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not 

discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. 
Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, 

please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment by calling (213) 

978-1551 or email: NCSupport@lacity.org. 
 

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS:  GTLNC agendas are posted for public review as follows: 1) Discovery Store (Community Kiosk) at the Southeast corner 

of Forman Ave. and Riverside Dr.; 2) at GTLNC.org; or 3) you can receive GTLNC agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at 
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils 

 

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES:  If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you to register as a 
lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code §§48.01 et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, 

please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 

 
PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS:  In compliance with government code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the 

board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: http://www.cspnc.org, or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any 

record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the GTLNC Secretary at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.or 
 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS:  For information on the GTLNC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance 

policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the GTLNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our 
website GTLNC.org       

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SECTION 403 (Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 923, Sec. 159. Effective January 1, 1995.) — Every person who, 

without authority of law, willfully disturbs or breaks up any assembly or meeting that is not unlawful in its character, other than an assembly or meeting referred 

to in Section 302 of the Penal Code or Section 18340 of the Elections Code, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 
SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION: Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Por 

favor contacte Jo Ann Rivas, Secretary, o por correo electrónico at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

 
For more information, please write to 10153-1/2 Riverside Drive, Suite 215, Toluca Lake, CA  91602; email Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org; or visit the Greater Toluca 

Lake Neighborhood Council website at GTLNC.org 

mailto:NCSupport@lacity.org
http://www.gtlnc.org/
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils
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