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APPROVED MINUTES  
 Governmental Affairs Committee (GAC) Meeting 

Tuesday, March 5
th

, 2024 at 6:00PM 

Toluca Lake Elementary School – Classroom A 

4840 Cahuenga Blvd., North Hollywood CA  91601 

       Supporting documents available at GTLNC.org. 

 

Committee Membership (X = present, AB = Absent, EX = Excused): 

 

X Doug Hamblin, Chair 

X Cella Duffy 

X Kelly Cole 

AB Logan Dalton 

AB Marc Robinson 

AB Deborah Yazmajian 

AB Jon Zimbrich

 

 

1. Call to Order.  Roll call.  Announcements.  6:13PM.  No quorum. 

 

2. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only.   

 

Kelly Cole comments that the phrase “traffic calming” means the same as “road diet” but people react 

differently.  Narrowed road and bump-outs at crosswalks make people drive more slowly. 

 

3. Approval of Governmental Affairs Committee Minutes from January 9
th

, 2024 meeting (no meeting in 

February) (GTLNC.org).  No vote without quorum. 

 

4. Discussion and position for GTLNC to assert with respect to proposal to make permanent the policies 

advanced under Executive Directive 1 (Expedition of Permits and Clearances for Temporary Shelters 

and Affordable Housing Types).  (Hamblin) 

 

Doug explains meaning of ED1, it fast tracks approvals and CEQA.  Removals many tools that people use 

to fight these things.  70% of parcels in LA are R1, LA City Planning wants to exempt R1 or create 

exemptions.  Kelly suggests step-down zoning.  States that once something is built and there is no staff, they 

don’t track if it’s empty or not, we know lots of landlords leave it partly empty, loan paybacks connected to 

occupancy, many reasons why you wouldn’t rent them all out.  Cella states over 90,000 vacancies in city of 

LA.  Doug asks does “affordable housing” mean to rent or buy.   

 

5. Discussion and position for GTLNC to assert with respect to proposed appointment of Douglas 

Epperhart to Board of Neighborhood Commissioners (CF 24-1200-S7).  (Taylor) 

 

6. Government Affairs Strategic Plan, as part of GTLNC Strategic Plan.  (sample attached). 

 

7. Legislation of possible interest to Greater Toluca Lake. 

 

8. Old Business.   

 

9. New Business. 

 

10. Next meeting on Tuesday, April 2
nd

, 2024 at 6:00PM at Toluca Lake Elementary School (Classroom 

17) located at 4840 Cahuenga Boulevard, N. Hollywood, 91601.  

 

11. Adjournment.      7:36PM  

http://www.gtlnc.org/
http://www.gtlnc.org/
https://mayor.lacity.gov/news/mayor-bass-signs-executive-directive-dramatically-accelerate-and-lower-cost-affordable-housing
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=24-1200-S7
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PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS:  The public is permitted to address the 

assembly on any agenda item before action is taken on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will be 

heard only when the respective item is being considered.  Comments from the public on other matters not appearing 

on the agenda that are within the assembly’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. 

Please note that under the Brown Act, the assembly is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its 

attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may 

become the subject of a future meeting. Public comment may be limited to a fixed time per speaker or a limited 

number of speakers by the presiding officer of the assembly. Those wishing to make comment, but not wanting to 

speak publicly, may submit written communications to the Board. 

 

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will 

provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language 

interpreters, assistive listening devices, and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To 

ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by 

contacting the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: 

NCSupport@lacity.org. 

 

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS:  GTLNC agendas are posted for public review as follows: 1) Discovery Store 

(Community Kiosk) at the Southeast corner of Forman Ave. and Riverside Dr.; 2) at GTLNC.org; or 3) you can 

receive GTLNC agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at 

https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils 

 

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES:  If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, 

City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code §§48.01 

et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics 

Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 

 

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS:  In compliance with government code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings 

that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: 

http://www.cspnc.org, or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an 

item on the agenda, please contact the GTLNC Secretary at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.or 

 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS:  For information on the GTLNC’s process for board 

action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please 

consult the GTLNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our website GTLNC.org       

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SECTION 403 (Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 923, Sec. 159. Effective 

January 1, 1995.) — Every person who, without authority of law, willfully disturbs or breaks up any assembly or 

meeting that is not unlawful in its character, other than an assembly or meeting referred to in Section 302 of the Penal 

Code or Section 18340 of the Elections Code, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 

SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION: Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de 

trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Por favor contacte Jo Ann Rivas, Secretary, o por correo electrónico at 

Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

 

For more information, please write to 10153-1/2 Riverside Drive, Suite 215, Toluca Lake, CA  91602; email 

Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org; or visit the Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council website at GTLNC.org 

  

mailto:NCSupport@lacity.org
http://www.gtlnc.org/
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils
mailto:Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.or
mailto:Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org
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DRAFT Resolution EDITED 

Governmental Affairs Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, March 5
th

, 2024  

Agenda Item #4 

 
Doug states that any future projects requiring variances to the R1 designation need to be out in the open.  

Why don’t they make their own permit and clearance process?   ED1 attempts to cover up the mess you 

made with a tarp, we want you to clean up the underlying mess and be part of the process of how you clean 

that up, not cover it up. 

 

To be submitted at CIS to Council File 23-0623 

 

MOTION:  The Governmental Affairs Committee (GAC) of the Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood 

Council (GTLNC) opposes the proposal to make permanent the policies advanced under Executive 

Directive 1 (Expedition of Permits and Clearances for Temporary Shelters and Affordable Housing 

Types).   

 

GTLNC does not support the suspension of due process, the acceleration of more housing in already 

overcrowded and suffering neighborhoods, greater irreversible building and population density, especially 

when it is neither necessary nor desirable.  It should be obvious that the underlying premise is not working 

and that it comes at the great expense to taxpayers and the permanent community of residents and voters 

who simply wish to recover their now long lost city services and the standards of living which preceded the 

so-called “crisis.” Executive Directive 1 may be well-intentioned, but it is still misguided and being 

mismanaged, and should be thoughtfully and carefully reevaluated.  It should never become permanent in 

its present form.  The underlying assumptions are incorrect and are being accepted without challenge and 

without insight.  This is forcing a costly and ineffective methodology on an unwilling and increasingly 

resentful electorate, residential community and public. 

 

We further request that GTLNC President forward GAC’s approved motion on behalf of the full GTLNC 

Board to the Planning and Land Use Management Committee (“PLUM”) of the Los Angeles City Council 

and appear and comment on behalf of GTLNC at the forthcoming PLUM hearing.  This is necessary in this 

instance because the PLUM’s meeting date of Tuesday, March 19
th

, 2024 does not afford sufficient time for 

the matter to be ratified by the GTLNC Board before that meeting date.   

 

# # # 
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