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MINUTES 
GTLNC Planning & Land Use Committee Meeting 

Monday, September 9
th

, 2024 at 7:00pm 
Toluca Lake Elementary School, Classroom 17 

4840 Cahuenga Blvd., N. Hollywood, CA  91601 
Supporting documents available GTLNC.org 

 
Committee Membership (X = present, AB = Absent, EX = Excused): 

 

X Paul Hartel, Chair 

X Jill Young Manson 

X Howard Welinsky 

X Lee Jamieson 

X Bob Scibelli 

Ex Jo Ann Rivas 
 

Committee members are required to fully read all materials prior to the meeting.  The Committee will 

consider all agenda items which are possible to hear within its available meeting time.  Any remaining 

items which cannot be heard will be re-agendized at the Committee’s next meeting. 
 

1. Call to Order.  7:09PM  Roll call.  Announcements.  Public present:  Imani Wilkinson, Doug Hamblin, David 

Wheatley, three representatives of 4423 Cartwright property:  Ed Carlson, architect; Sam Said owner’s 

representative; Matt Hayden.  Tess Taylors announces two recent GTLNC resolutions supporting lower 

density are making the rounds and being adopted by other neighborhood councils and community groups. 
 

2. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only.   
 

David Wheatley states that he opposes over development, is appalled by laws from Sacramento that allow 

developer and their capitalist backers to build monstrosities in neighborhoods we work so hard to create 

inflicting suffering.  .   

 

Jill states it is important to capture substance and tone of this meeting. 
 

3. Approve August 12
th

, 2024 Planning and Land Use Committee Meeting Minutes.   

 

Jill Manson Young states that her outrage is not obvious from the meeting minutes and that they are fine as is, 

would a transcript be OK?  Tess Taylor states that city attorney recommends against transcripts. 

Bob Scibelli asks if ex officio counts toward quorum.  Tess Taylor says no. 
 

Item 3.  VOTE:  6 / 0 / 0 Y:  Hartel Y:  Manson Y:  Scibelli Y:  Wolinsky 

Mover:  Wolinsky,  Second: Scibelli Y:  Jamieson EX:  Rivas  Y:  Taylor (ex officio) 

Motion:  To approve August 12
th
, 2024 Planning and Land Use Committee Meeting Minutes. 

 

 

 

4. Non code-compliant proposal to permit construction of new 5-story approximately 58 feet in height, 13 units, 

2 VLI, providing parking for 8 vehicles and 15 bicycles at 4423 Cartwright Avenue in Greater Toluca Lake 

(CPC-2024-4870-DB-HCA and ENV-2024-4871-EAF Environmental Assessment).  Representative:  

Matthew Hayden.  Download supporting documents at GTLNC.org 

 

https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ENV-2024-4871-EAF
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Overview given by Matthew Hayden, 4423 and 4425 Cartwright, 6500 sq ft, 13 units, including 15% for very low 

income people.  This application was filed for the Density Bonus state program which allows developer to have 

additional units, incentives and waivers if developer provides “affordable” units.  Requested waivers include 

reduced front and side yards.  Square footage of each 1 bedroom unit is 700 to 800. 

 

Howard Welinsky and Paul Hartel express concerns about insufficient parking.  Jill Young Manson expresses 

concern that architecture is inconsistent with neighborhood and height out of proportion.  Bob Scibelli expresses 

concern about height of the building. 

Michael Hayden states developer has chosen to add a level and keep the majority of setbacks. 

Tess Taylor states that Hayden moments ago said setbacks would be reduced, and that he contradicts himself. 

Lee Jamieson states that people don’t want this, they want the duplex. 

Doug Hamblin requests clarification of SB 1818 and Los Angeles Municipal Code, and building height limits. 

David Wheatley states he has heard many presentations like this before, and that the State misled people by 

declaring you don’t have to have parking, urges committee to reject this proposal.  Is this an Ellis Act eviction? 

Michael Hayden states no one is being forced out.  All will receive required housing relocation. 

Lee Jamieson asks if one person in the existing 4-plex doesn’t want to move, then what happens? 

Tess Taylor states that the representative’s concerns about cars are disingenuous.  Fewer cars means fewer 

parking spaces resulting in a larger profit margin.  Cars will park on the street and cram up our neighborhoods 

which is already causing problems. 

 

Item 4.  VOTE:  6 / 0 / 0 Y:  Hartel Y:  Manson Y:  Scibelli Y:  Welinsky 

Mover:  Hartel,  Second: Taylor Y:  Jamieson EX:  Rivas  Y:  Taylor (ex officio) 

Motion:  To reject the non-compliant proposal to permit construction of new 5-story approximately 58 

feet in height, 13 units, 2 VLI, providing parking for 8 vehicles and 15 bicycles at 4423 Cartwright 

Avenue in Greater Toluca Lake (CPC-2024-4870-DB-HCA and ENV-2024-4871-EAF Environmental 

Assessment).   

 

5. Housing Element of the General Plan Draft Update (Paul Hartel / Tess Taylor) –  

 

Item tabled by Paul Hartel, out of time. 

Imani Wilkinson states she would like to join GTLNC’s PLUM Committee.   
 

6. Proposal to oppose Council File 24-0803 Hilton Universal City Hotel Expansion Project / Evaluation / 

Economic Development Incentives (Raman). Hillcrest Real Estate (Developer) to receive financial assistance 

from the City of Los Angeles to construct an additional new tower that would add 395 new guest rooms, a 

rooftop pool, additional meeting and conference space, and below grade parking. The Hotel / Developer has 

requested that the City help with economic incentives such as those that have been provided to other large 

hotel projects in Los Angeles.  (Tess Taylor) 

 

Howard Welinsky proposes to bring this item back when more information is available. 

David Wheatley suggests we don’t have enough info and can’t vote and that we should make our opinions known 

 

No action taken by committee, more information needed. 

 

David Wheatley states he would appreciate the chair not being contemptuous of public comment 

 

7. Information items: 
 

https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ENV-2024-4871-EAF
https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ENV-2024-4871-EAF
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7.1. Executive Directive 1 (ED1) Case Summary (scroll down to ED1 Case Summary):   

   LINK:  https://planning.lacity.gov/project-review/executive-directive-1#resource 

 

8. New Business.   

 

David Wheatley proposes that the committee and chair take class on how to run meetings and prepare motions 

properly so they are prepared in advance. 

Bob Scibelli states that we [PLUM Committee] don’t do any beautification for Toluca Lake and we should let 

Studio City Neighborhood Council do its own thing.  Toluca Lake Beautification Partners has done nothing, 

“zero” in 14 years. 

Tess Taylor objects to spending limited neighborhood council funds on businesses which have their own fund 

raising mechanisms where neighborhood councils do not. 

 

Old Business. 
 

9. Next meeting date Monday, October 14, 2024 at 7:00PM at Toluca Lake Elementary School located at 4840 

Cahuenga Boulevard, N. Hollywood, CA  91601 in Classroom 17. 
 

10. Adjournment.  9:17PM 
 

 
 

Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Por favor contacte Jo Ann Rivas, Secretary, o por 

correo electrónico at media@gtlnc.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS:  Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being 

considered.  Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public 

Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment 
period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, 

unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the Board. 

 
PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS - GTLNC agendas are posted for public review as follows: 

 Discovery Store (Community Kiosk), at the Southeast corner of Talofa Ave. and Riverside Dr.; 

 GTLNC.org; or 

 You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at  
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils 

 

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not 
discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign 

language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make 

your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting Board Secretary via email at media@gtlnc.org.    
 

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS:  In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in 

advance of a meeting may be viewed at GTLNC.org or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, 
please contact Jo Ann Rivas, Board Secretary via email at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org 

 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS:  For information on the GTLNC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or 
any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the GTLNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our website GTLNC.org       

 

SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION:  Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Por favor 
contacte a Secrtary de la Mesa Directiva, por correo electrónico media@gtlnc.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

 

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES:  If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and 
report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the 

Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 
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