
  
APPROVED MINUTES 

GTLNC Planning and Land Use Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, October 14

h
, 2025 at 6:00pm 

Toluca Lake Elementary School, Classroom 17 
4840 Cahuenga Blvd., N. Hollywood, CA 91601  

 
Supporting documents available GTLNC.org and 

at links provided. 
 

 

EX  Paul Hartel, Chair 

X  Federico Figus 

X  Howard Welinsky 

ABS  Imani Wilkinson 

X Jill Young Manson 

X Lee Jamieson 

ABS  Mary O’Hare 

Committee members are required to read all materials prior to the meeting. The Committee will consider all agenda 

items which are possible to hear within its available meeting time. Any remaining items which cannot be heard will 

be re-agendized at the Committee’s next meeting.   Until further notice, Directors of GTLNC will not constitute a 

greater number than four (4) voting members on this Committee, and those presently serving will alternate their 

participation on a rotating basis. 

1. Call to Order. Roll Call. Announcements. 6:05PM  Tess Taylor chairs meeting at Paul Hartel’s request in 

his absence. 

 

2. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only.  2 minutes per person.   

 

3. Approve Planning and Land Use Committee minutes from prior meeting.    

Howard Welinsky moves to approve, Jill Young Manson seconds.   

4 Ayes:  Howard Welinsky, Jill Young Manson, Federico Figus, Lee Jamieson 

Motion passes. 

 

4. Proposed developments within Greater Toluca Lake. 

 

a. 10609 - 10613 W. Landale Street, Toluca Lake, CA 91602 (EAR-2025-4356-AH-HCA-RED1).  

Construction, use, and maintenance of a 100% affordable 27,268 sq ft multi-residential building for 

senior housing containing 52 units. LINK:  https://bit.ly/Landale-Street 

 

b. 5057 N. Klump Avenue, North Hollywood, CA 91601 (ENV-2022-1208-CE) New (5) story apartment 

building with 94 units using TOC Tier 3 incentives.  LINK:  https://bit.ly/5057-N-Klump 
 

c. 4731 Cahuenga developments, possible historical designation or protected trees. (Elle Puckett). 

 

Jill states that we need to review parking requirements for any projects brought to us and cites former 

Assemblymember Laura Friedman’s AB 2097 which invokes parking prohibitions.  Under this new law, the 

city is required to assess parking needs within a 30 day period of accepting a new application.  During that 

period it could be appealed if adverse impacts can be shown.  To be determined:  what triggers start of 30-

day period? 

 

Tess asks if everyone receives the City’s Early Planning Notification Report and will email everyone who is 

not already subscribed to it. 

  

https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/EAR-2025-4356-AH-HCA-RED1
https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ENV-2022-1208-CE
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5. Legislation of possible interest to Greater Toluca Lake on which to take a position or further action.  

 

a. Council File 25-0642 (Blumenfeld, Raman) Off-Street Parking / Requirement Elimination / New 

Developments / Change of Use / Cost-Benefit Analysis.  This council file passed on September 16
th

 

requesting report from Building & Safety with recommendations regarding feasibility and cost-

benefit analysis of citywide elimination of off-street parking requirements for new development and 

changes of use. Jill notes some councilmembers and others who advocate for elimination of off-

street parking call themselves “Shoupanistas” after author Donald Shoup’s book The High Cost of 

Free Parking (2005) which argues that eliminating parking cuts down on need for cars.  Howard 

states CM Bob Blumenfield supports elimination of parking. Jill states Shoup’s work is 

misunderstood and there is no evidence that elimination of parking triggers building of low cost 

housing.  The Committee wants to take a position on the rise of predatory parking business (paying 

to reserve spaces in advance, various parking apps and rise of parasitic middlemen).  Jill states one 

portion of Shoup’s thesis, which proposal ignores, is revenues derived from charging market rate or 

more for parking should go back into city coffers.  The Committee also wants to take a position on 

strategic fast tracking of Council Files like these which disables thoughtful responses.  Howard 

states we should oppose elimination of parking requirements any way we can.  Federico notes 

parking rates have increased 15-20% and were already high, and that parking meters immediately 

charge maximum with no option to reduce amount if driver needs just a few minutes on a meter.  

Tess suggests Jill research if any other cities have farmed out parking concessions to a third party 

as Chicago has. 

 

Jill Young Manson moves to draft two separate resolutions, one about predatory parking practices and 

the second about giving the public inadequate time to respond.  Howard Welinsky seconds.  

4 Ayes:  Howard Welinsky, Jill Young Manson, Federico Figus, Lee Jamieson 

Motion passes. 

 

b. Zone 0, Department of Urban Forestry initiative.   Attachment 1.  (Jill Young Manson, Sarah 

Wescott). 

 

c. Council File 25-0002-S88  (Blumenthal et al. – Raman) 2025-26 Federal Legislative Program / H.R. 

5205 / Airport Noise Reduction Act.  (Federico Figus).  Federico notes any reduction in noise is 

helpful, proposes we support with amendments 

 

Federico moves to support Council File 25-0002-S88 with amendments, Howard seconds. 

4 Ayes:  Howard Welinsky, Jill Young Manson, Federico Figus, Lee Jamieson 

Motion passes. 

 

d. Council File 25-1181 (Lee – Padilla) 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games / Expand Private Use 

Helipads / Existing Inventory.  (Federico Figus)   Discussion of use of this public asset, concerns 

expressed by Federico that asset may be privatized. 

 

Federico Figus moves to oppose CF 25-1181, Howard Welinsky seconds.   

4 Ayes:  Howard Welinsky, Jill Young Manson, Federico Figus, Lee Jamieson 

Motion passes. 

 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=25-0642
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=25-0002-S88
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=25-1181
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e. Mayor Karen Bass’s Emergency Executive Order No. 9 “Return and Rebuild” – Local Prohibition 

on SB 9 in Burn Areas.  (Jill Young Manson)  Jill states Beverly Hills was carved out. 

 

f. SB 79 update (Weiner) Housing development:  transit-oriented development.   Signed into law by 

Governor Newsom on October 10
th

, 2025.  This law takes effect July 1
st
, 2026.    Tess states that 

City Attorney Hydee Feldstein Soto said she would initiate litigation against the State of California 

on behalf of the City of LA is SB 79 passed.   

 

Howard Welinsky moves to write Los Angeles City Attorney Hydee Feldstein Soto a letter inquiring 

about status of city’s lawsuit against state of California she said she would initiate if  

SB 79 became law.  Jill Young Manson seconds.   

4 Ayes:  Howard Welinsky, Jill Young Manson, Federico Figus, Lee Jamieson.   

Motion passes. 

 

g. Review of Los Angeles City Competitive Bidding process:  Los Angeles City Charter, Sec. 

371(e)(10). Competitive Bidding; Competitive Sealed Proposals and Administrative Code Section 

10.15(a)(10).  Tess states competitive bidding is a core consumer protection to verify quality, 

professional standards and best price – consumers and taxpayers get none of that if this is bypassed.  

Strong history to justify competitive bidding and keep this out of the discretion of elected officials, 

they should not be able to designate recipients of public tax dollars.  May be rare exceptions, but 

convenience does not offset frequent abuse, inappropriateness or favoring a campaign donor, or 

friend of a campaign donor. Howard states federal government has inspectors general for this 

purpose and ideally an outside entity should review whether such a waiver is justified and ensure it’s 

not waived for non-emergency reasons.  

 

Tess Taylor moves to oppose waiver of competitive bidding unless it is subject to independent review 

first.  Howard Welinsky seconds. 

4 Ayes:  Howard Welinsky, Jill Young Manson, Federico Figus, Lee Jamieson.   

Motion passes. 

 

6. New Business.   World Cup / FIFA (Federico Figus) 

 

7. Old Business. 

 

8. Next meeting date Tuesday, November 11
th

, 2025 at 6:00PM at Toluca Lake Elementary School located at 

4840 Cahuenga Boulevard, N. Hollywood, CA 91601 in Classroom 17. 

 

9. Adjournment.  7:33PM 

https://mayor.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph2066/files/2025-07/Emergency%20Executive%20Order%20No.%209%20-%20Local%20Prohibition%20on%20SB%209%20in%20Burn%20Areas.pdf
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB79/id/3059553
file:///C:/Users/Tess-Lenovo/Documents/City-Neighborhood-Gov/GTLNC-Agendas-NOTES/GTLNC-PLUM/Sec.%20371.%20Competitive%20Bidding;%20Competitive%20Sealed%20Proposals
file:///C:/Users/Tess-Lenovo/Documents/City-Neighborhood-Gov/GTLNC-Agendas-NOTES/GTLNC-PLUM/Sec.%20371.%20Competitive%20Bidding;%20Competitive%20Sealed%20Proposals
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/laac/0-0-0-38667#JD_10.15
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/laac/0-0-0-38667#JD_10.15
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Attachment 1, Item 5(b) 
 

Zone 0 
 

Background on Defensible Space:  https://bit.ly/Def-Space (link is case-sensitive) 

 California passed AB3074 and SB504 requiring the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (“Board”)     to 

establish a defensible zone of the first 5 feet around a structure – aka “zone zero.” 

 

Jill states this appears to be a done deal.  Zone 0 was drafted in 2020 and fell through the cracks. Trees 

experts Joanne D’Antonio has stated insurance companies want this because their losses are so gigantic 

and this lowers liability.  Jill states fires science is still nascent and proposal to chop down hedges, trees, 

privacy hedges will cause damage.  Experts don’t agree.  Post Eaton fires tons of evidence found that 

hydrated vegetation protected homes and some plants suppressed fire.  Committee agrees people need to be 

made aware.  Tess suggests fact sheet be created and we include it in our newsletter.   

 

 Jill Young Manson moves to draft a Zone 0 Fact Sheet.  Federico Figus seconds. 

4 Ayes:  Howard Welinsky, Jill Young Manson, Federico Figus, Lee Jamieson.   

Motion passes. 

 

Jill Young Manson moves to oppose Zone 0 as currently written.  Federico Figus seconds. 

3 Ayes:  Jill Young Manson, Federico Figus, Lee Jamieson 

1 Abstention:  Howard Welinsky 

Motion passes. 

 

 The Governor issued an executive order requiring the Board to complete this rulemaking by 12/31/25. 

 Summary: 

 The goal of zone zero is to reduce fire risk to homes/structures by reducing direct ignition through  

flame contact and embers. 

 

 Items that may require removal within zone zero include vegetation (all types), gates, fences, sheds,   turf, 

and potted plants. 

 

 Existing structures will have 3 years to comply. It is expected that fire departments may conduct inspections 

in high fire risk areas. 

 

 There is not currently a proposed appeal process (e.g., to ask for an exemption for a specific     plant/item) 

or a proposed financial aid mechanism.  

FAQs: https://bit.ly/Zone-0 (link is case-sensitive) 

Public comments may be submitted at PublicComments@bof.ca.gov 

NEXT STEPS: The Board will consider updated rules at its 10/23/25 meeting. 

ARTICLE:  California’s Zone Zero fire rules clash with LA’s desperate need for shade 

https://bit.ly/Def-Space
https://bit.ly/Zone-0
mailto:PublicComments@bof.ca.gov
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LINK:  https://bit.ly/Fire-Rules-May-Kill-Shade (case-sensitive)  

 

https://bit.ly/Fire-Rules-May-Kill-Shade

