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APPROVED MINUTES 
Special Public Safety Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, September 13

th
, 2023 at 6:00PM 

Toluca Lake Elementary School – Classroom 15 

4840 Cahuenga Blvd., North Hollywood CA  91601 

       Supporting documents available at GTLNC.org. 

 

 

Committee Membership (X = present, AB = Absent, EX = Excused): 

 

X  Shawn Besharaty, Chair 

X  Deborah Bartlett 

X  Louis Schillace 

EX Jonathan Gregory 

X  Jo Ann Rivas 

X  Ron Babbini 

 

 

1. Call to Order.  Roll call.  Start time:  6:05PM   Public in attendance: 2 (Jim Fitzpatrick, Lee 

Jamieson) 
 

2. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only.  Up to two (2) minutes per speaker.   
 

Jo Ann Rivas shared stakeholder concerns about abandoned properties attracting squatters.  Louis 

Schillace proposed creating registry to track such properties.  Shawn Besharaty will agendize for 

October meeting. 

3. Approval of June 5
th

, 2023 Public Safety Committee Meeting Minutes.  Meeting canceled, no 

minutes available.  No vote taken. 
 

4. Committee Member News and Announcements, Neighborhood Reports 
 

 Irene Birmingham shared details of free catalytic converter etching event Sat. Sept. 23rd. 
 

5. Discussion of Public Safety Committee goals. 
 

 Shawn Besharaty proposed Committee form three goals.  Jo Ann Rivas proposed Committee 

connect with Community Police Advisory Board (CPAB).  Discussion of LAPD staff attrition, 911, 

reporting and educating community to use free 311 service. 
 

6. Discussion of traffic mitigation measures at 134 East onramp on Riverside Drive east of Vineland 

Avenue.  Possible Letter of Action to Department of Transportation. 
 

 Discussion to draft Letter of Action about 134 East ramp and Vineland. Money is committed for 

project.  Shawn to ask CD2’s Shannan Calland for support.  Will agendize to vote at October 

meeting. 
 

7. Proposal to schedule Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training for interested 

residents of Greater Toluca Lake to enhance our community’s resilience and preparedness in 

disasters and emergencies, equip residents with knowledge and skills to respond effectively during 

crises, and improve safety and well-being of stakeholders. 
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Irene Birmingham stated 25 people are required to schedule CERT, will send info to Committee.  

Discussion of other entities to work with to meet threshold of 25 people. 

8. Discussion of effects of AB 109 (2011, Criminal Justice Realignment), Proposition 47 (2014, 

Criminal Sentences, Misdemeanor Penalties), Proposition 57 (2016, Criminal Sentences, Parole, 

Juvenile Criminal Proceedings and Sentencing) and possible Letter of Action.   
 

Ron Babbini brought forward need to reform Propositions 47 and 57, and AB 109 and effects of 

these laws.  Committee discussed possible action items.   
 

9. Old Business.   
 

10. New Business.  

 

11.  Adjournment Time: 7:54PM  
 

 
 

Next meeting date to be determined. 

 

Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del 

evento. Por favor contacte Jo Ann Rivas, Secretary, o por correo electrónico at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org para 

avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS:  Comments from the public on agenda 

items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered.  Comments from the public on other 

matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General 

Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter 

that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a 

member of the public may become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 

minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the Board. 

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS - GTLNC agendas are posted for public review as follows: 

 Discovery Store (Community Kiosk), at the Southeast corner of Forman Ave. and Riverside Dr.; 

 GTLNC.org; or 
 You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at  

https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils 

 

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will 

provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign 

language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon 

request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to 

the meeting you wish to attend by contacting Jo Ann Rivas, Board Secretary via email at 

Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org.    

 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201120120AB109
https://ballotpedia.org/California_Proposition_47,_Reduced_Penalties_for_Some_Crimes_Initiative_(2014)
https://ballotpedia.org/California_Proposition_57,_Parole_for_Non-Violent_Criminals_and_Juvenile_Court_Trial_Requirements_(2016)
http://www.gtlnc.org/
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils
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PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS:  In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt 

writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at 

GTLNC.org or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item 

on the agenda, please contact Jo Ann Rivas, Board Secretary via email at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org 

 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS:  For information on the GTLNC’s process for board 

action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, 

please consult the GTLNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our website 

GTLNC.org       

 

SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION:  Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 

días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Por favor contacte a Jo Ann Rivas, Secrtary de la Mesa Directiva, 

por correo electrónico JoAnn.Rivas@gtlnc.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

 

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES:  If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this 

meeting, City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal 

Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please 

contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 

 
 

http://www.gtlnc.org/
mailto:ethics.commission@lacity.org

