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APPROVED MINUTES 

Public Safety Committee Meeting 
Monday, November 6

th
, 2023 at 6:00PM 

Toluca Lake Elementary School, Classroom 17 

4840 Cahuenga Blvd., North Hollywood CA  91601 

       Supporting documents available at GTLNC.org. 
 

Committee Membership (X = present, AB = Absent, EX = Excused): 
 

X Shawn Besharaty, Chair 

X Jonathan Gregory 

X  Ron Babbini 

X  Lee Jamieson 

X Deborah Bartlett 

X  Jo Ann Rivas

X Louis Schillace   

 

1. Call to Order:  6:03PM .  Roll call.  Announcements.  Members of public present: 2 
 

Shawn Besharaty:  Spoke with SLO Smith about triple homicide in Toluca Lake which involved a meet-up, 

none the parties are from this area. The one living witness isn’t cooperative. Both parties to Cahuenga 

shooting knew each other, witnesses not cooperating. 
 

2. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only.   

 

Jo Ann Rivas:  Spoke on behalf of Steve(no last name given) not present, he wants GTLNC to take action 

against continuing pandemic al fresco dining ordinances. Shawn advised that they were in the process of 

extending the time for al fresco dining. Tess referred issue to PLUM Committee. 
 

3. Approval of October 9
th

, 2023 Public Safety Committee Meeting Minutes. 
 

Key:  Y – Yes, N – No, I – Ineligible, A – Abstain, R – Recused, E – Excused 

Item 3.  VOTE:  8/0/0 Y:  Besharaty Y:  Babbini Y:  Bartlett Y:  Gregory 

Mover:  Rivas,  Second:  Bartlett Y:  Jamieson Y:  Rivas Y:  Schillace Y:  Taylor (ex officio) 
 

4. LAMC 41.18 Special Enforcement Zone Enforcement and revalidation (Lankershim Boulevard, 

Riverside Drive, Vineland Avenue).  (Jonathan Gregory) 

 

Jonathan Gregory shared that LAMC 41:18 isn’t being enforced and that it will require a push to make 

those in charge uncomfortable until they properly enforce rules already in place. He stated that tents are 

already back up at the bus stop and that the city needs to protect transit riders.  Discussion of rules of 

agendas and whether or not there is discretion as to what is put on the agenda by those in charge. 

Jonathan requested that every agenda suggestion be put on the agenda, and anything not discussed be 

moved to old business for the next meeting.  Jonathan suggested that we look into how LAMC 41:18 was 

allowed to expire. And he noted that there are plenty of Special Enforcement Zone signs, but they aren’t 

being enforced. 

 

CD2 is working on a plan to put bollards on the median at the Riverside Drive underpass. 
 

5. Proposed Letters of Action.  (Jonathan Gregory) 

5.1. Alexandra’s Law, Fentanyl.  
 

Motion made by Tess to amend language of draft letter to include “without success”.  Mover:  Taylor, 

second:  Besharaty.    

 
Item 5.1 VOTE to Amend:  8/0/0 Y:  Besharaty Y:  Babbini Y:  Bartlett Y:  Gregory 

Mover:  Taylor,  Second:  Besharaty Y:  Jamieson Y:  Rivas Y:  Schillace Y:  Taylor (ex officio) 
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As more than 400 Californians continue to be killed by fentanyl poisoning every week, nearly every effort 

to hold traffickers accountable is made by California State Legislators without success. Therefore, GTLNC 

requests that the Los Angeles City Council amend its State Legislative Agenda to support the likes of 

Alexandra's Law (ACA 12, Dixon.  Controlled Substances; AB 33, Bains. Fentanyl Misuse and Overdose 

Prevention Task Force; AB 474, Rodriguez. State Threat Assessment Center: transnational criminal 

organizations; AB 701, Villapudua. Controlled substances: fentanyl; AB 890, Joe Patterson. Controlled 

substances: probation; SB 19, Seyarto. Fentanyl Misuse and Overdose Prevention Task Force) to hold 

fentanyl dealers accountable for homicides resulting from their sales of illegal deadly substances.   

Item 5.1 VOTE to Approve 

Amended Letter:  8/0/0 

XX:  Besharaty X:  Babbini X:  Bartlett XX:  Gregory 

Mover:  XXX,  Second:  XXX XX:  Jamieson X:  Rivas X:  Schillace X:  Taylor (ex officio) 

 

5.2. George Gascón, District Attorney.  

 
Item 5.2 VOTE:  8/0/0 Y:  Besharaty Y:  Babbini Y:  Bartlett Y:  Gregory 

Mover:  Babbini,  Second:  Bartlett Y:  Jamieson Y:  Rivas Y:  Schillace Y:  Taylor (ex officio) 

 

5.3. Against Anti-Semitism, Terror.  
 

Jonathan Gregory stated that majority of hate speech is against the Jews who only represent 3% of the 

population. A lengthy discussion ensued regarding language of the letter and whether or not it is an 

appropriate action for a Neighborhood Council to undertake. Louis suggested amending language to 

remove the words “in its war” from the letter. 

 
Item 5.3 VOTE to Amend:  7/0/1 Y:  Besharaty A:  Babbini Y:  Bartlett Y:  Gregory 

Mover:  Bartlett,  Second:  Rivas Y:  Jamieson Y:  Rivas Y:  Schillace Y:  Taylor (ex officio) 

 

Item 5.3 VOTE to Approve 

Amended Letter:  6/1/1 

Y:  Besharaty A:  Babbini Y:  Bartlett Y:  Gregory 

Mover:  Bartlett,  Second:  Rivas Y:  Jamieson Y:  Rivas Y:  Schillace N:  Taylor (ex officio) 
 

6. Community Emergency Response Team (CERT).  (Irene Birmingham, Deborah Bartlett) 
 

Shawn:  Committee out of time, will move agenda items 6 through 12 to Old Business for next meeting. 
 

7. Registry of Negative Impact to Community Properties, including party-houses.  (Louis Schillace) 
 

8. Planned absences of Greater Toluca Lake’s Senior Lead Officer.  (SLO Kurtis Delbar) 
 

9. Possible GTLNC Zoom meetings, equipment needs.  (Jonathan Gregory) 
 

10. Budget.   

10.1. Annual Budget for GTLNC Public Safety Committee.  (Shawn Besharaty) 

10.2. LA City Budget:  Advocating for Public Safety.  (Jonathan Gregory) 
 

11. List of public safety issues relative to Jonathan Gregory email of July 31
st
, 2023 to Council District 2 

Field Deputy Shannan Calland.  (Jonathan Gregory) 
 

12. Vineland Avenue (Little Vineland) Median retrofit (West Toluca Lake).  (Jonathan Gregory) 
 

13. New Business. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240ACA12
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB33
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB33
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB474
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB474
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB701
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB890
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB890
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB19
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14. Old Business. 
 

15. Next meeting date TBD, to take place at Toluca Lake Elementary School located at 4840 Cahuenga 

Boulevard, N. Hollywood, CA  91601 in Classroom 17. 

 

Shawn stated he is not available to meet 12/4 and asked committee to let him know if they are available on 

12/12, and if venue is available. 
 

16. Adjournment.  7:33PM 
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Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Por favor contacte Jo Ann 

Rivas, Secretary, o por correo electrónico at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS:  Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when 

the respective item is being considered.  Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s 

jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting 

on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may 

become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of 

the Board. 

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS - GTLNC agendas are posted for public review as follows: 

 Discovery Store (Community Kiosk), at the Southeast corner of Forman Ave. and Riverside Dr.; 

 GTLNC.org; or 

 You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at  

https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils 

 

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los 

Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its 

programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be 

provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you 

wish to attend by contacting Jo Ann Rivas, Board Secretary via email at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org.    

 

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS:  In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a 

majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at GTLNC.org or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a 

copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact Jo Ann Rivas, Board Secretary via email at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org 

 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS:  For information on the GTLNC’s process for board action reconsideration, 

stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the GTLNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are 

available at our Board meetings and our website GTLNC.org       

 

SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION:  Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes 

del evento. Por favor contacte a Jo Ann Rivas, Secrtary de la Mesa Directiva, por correo electrónico JoAnn.Rivas@gtlnc.org para avisar al 

Concejo Vecinal. 

 

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES:  If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you 

to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available at 

ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 

 

http://www.gtlnc.org/
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils
http://www.gtlnc.org/
mailto:ethics.commission@lacity.org

