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APPROVED MINUTES 
Public Safety Committee Meeting 
Monday, January 8

th
, 2024 at 6:00PM 

Toluca Lake Elementary School, Classroom 17 

4840 Cahuenga Blvd., North Hollywood CA  91601 

       Supporting documents available at GTLNC.org. 
 

Committee Membership (X = present, AB = Absent, EX = Excused): 
 

X Shawn Besharaty, Chair 

X Ron Babbini 

X  Lee Jamieson 

EX Deborah Bartlett  

X Louis Schillace 

X Jo Ann Rivas 

 

1. Call to Order.  Roll call.   Announcements. Members of public present: Don Miller, Marc Robinson, 

Kurtis Delbar.   

 

Tess gives kudos to Shawn for helping to get Cal Trans lighting restored. 
 

Kurtis Delbar advises caution when selling items online.  Person used Offer Up (a sales app) to sell 6-

figure watch, met “customer” at Chase Bank on Lankershim and Riverside, was robbed.  Cold license 

plate.  OK to meet at police stations, custody exchange in LAPD lobbies, prevents confrontations, safe 

environment.  Describes burglaries in Toluca Lake, suspects are South American.  Moorpark and 

Bellflower Care+ Cleanup tomorrow (Tue Jan 9). Tried to enforce LAMC 41.18 at Vineland yesterday.  

Has attempted to connect encampment occupants with housing who agree to it then change their minds.   

 

Jo Ann sends people to Tiny Homes.  Is told they must be from our area, issues with availability.   

Kurtis:  Go to Hope The Mission NAV Station at 11839 Sherman Way, used to be Hope of the Valley. 

 

ACTION ITEM:  Jo Ann to call Hope The Mission (818 301 7988) to get procedure and specific criteria 

(how do people get into Tiny Homes and how/where to check occupancy levels?) to share with committee. 

 

Ernie’s Restaurant incident (multiple homicide) and Cahuenga homicide updates.  Kurtis states no new 

info, witnesses not cooperating.  Victims knew assailants. 

 

Crime statistics as reported by Kurtis Delbar, first week of 2024 Year To Date as compared to 2023  

 

4 to 1 Robberies 

3 to 6 Assaults  

0 to 1 Burglaries 

2 to 1 Grand Theft Auto 

4 to 1 Burglaries from motor vehicles 

3 to 4 Theft 

0 to 0 Homicide, no change 

0 to 0 Sex crimes, no change 

 

Captain Castillo and Captain Lucas in charge at N. Hollywood Police Station.  Kurtis states LAMC 41.18 

Special Enforcement Zones enforced the same everywhere, can’t make people leave.   

 

Jo Ann states some difficulty reporting crimes.  Kurtis recommends online reporting, anything other than 

crime in progress.  Shawn provides Non Emergency Line, can route to anonymous tip line: 877-275-5273 
 

2. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only.   

 

Don Miller states only way to lower homeless numbers is to reduce benefits. Suggests review of recent 

Mayfair Hotel deal, more than $100M of taxpayer money spent on a building obsolete in at least two ways, 
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is writing letter to Grand Jury.  States the speed with which deal was proposed and approved is cause for 

concern.  States that speed bumps are not effective, still too much dangerous speeding. 

ACTION ITEM:  Don Miller to send Tess his letter to Grand Jury re:  Mayfair Hotel  

3. Approval of November 6
th

, 2023 Public Safety Committee Meeting Minutes. 

 
Key:  Y – Yes, N – No, I – Ineligible, A – Abstain, R – Recused, E – Excused 

Item 3.  VOTE:  6 / 0 / 0 Y:  Besharaty Y:  Babbini EX:  Bartlett  

Mover:  Taylor,  Second:  Besharaty Y:  Jamieson Y:  Rivas Y:  Schillace Y:  Taylor (ex officio) 
 

4. Safety issues at Chevron gas station on Moorpark Street at Vineland Avenue. (Irene Birmingham) 

 

Irene not present to report.  Shawn called manager, no response yet, reports encampment on NW corner.  

Tess asks Louis to check ZIMAS for any activity at that address that PLUM Committee should be aware of. 

 

ACTION ITEM:  Louis to check ZIMAS for activity (permits, plans) at Moorpark / Riverside location and 

email to Shawn and Tess. 
 

5. Recap of Neighborhood Watch meeting of January 4
th

, 2024 with safety recommendations. 

 

Marc shares news of incident where a neighbor chased car burglar away.  Once threat is gone, you have to 

let them go.  Must be on your own property, can’t chase perps into the street. 
 

6. New Business. 

 

7. Old Business. 

 

7.1. Annual Budget for GTLNC Public Safety Committee.  (Shawn Besharaty) 

 

Tess proposes pancake breakfast to teach residents how to report problems (311, LAPD online, county).  

Several local restaurants proposed (Red Maple, Magnolia Grille, Patys, Sweet Salt) 

 

ACTION ITEM:  Jo Ann to review city rules to ensure compliance for GTLNC sponsored event before 

reaching out to restaurants.   

ACTION ITEM:  Jo Ann to contact Magnolia Grille re: proposed GTLNC Public Safety Pancake 

Breakfast, Shawn will call Red Maple (speak to manager Brian, Patys, Sweet Salt).  Proposed date:  

weekend in March.  Brian at Red Maple:  323-828-7797 (cell), brian@redmaplecafe.com 

Possible Public Safety campaign, “If you see something, say something.” 

Encampment just east of Vineland on Moorpark needs attention. 

7.2 Committee plans for zoom remote meetings, equipment needs (Tess Taylor) 

Committee votes unanimously to OPPOSE zoom and / or remote meetings.   
 

Key:  Y – Yes, N – No, I – Ineligible, A – Abstain, R – Recused, E – Excused 

Item 3.  VOTE:  6 / 0 / 0 N:  Besharaty N:  Babbini EX:  Bartlett  

Mover:  Taylor,  Second:  Besharaty N:  Jamieson N:  Rivas N:  Schillace Y:  Taylor (ex officio) 
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7.3 Safety concerns within the GTLNC Boundaries, effective processes and preventive measures.   

 

Shawn states LAPD NoHo Precinct is 3
rd

 busiest precinct in LA.   

Jo Ann states reporting is difficult, getting people on phone at LAPD, affects public safety.   

Shawn states City Council to blame, losing lots of cops to attrition, many are retiring.   

Marc sits on PALS Board (Noho Station), hands are tied, they retire early, demoralizing.   

Jo Ann proposes police volunteers do more surveillance, states Citizens Police Advisory Board (CPAB) 

trying to gate-keep.   

Ron states people voted to approve SOFT ON CRIME. 

Tess states GTLNC just passed Vote of No Confidence in DA George Gascon’s policies.   

Louis asks is there any effort to put something on state ballot to reverse these?   

Ron states there was effort to recall Gascon and half the signatures were deemed ineligible. 

Don states some propositions were deceptive. Shawn lists most problematic ones: AB 109, Prop 47 (2014) 

and Prop 57 (2015). 

 

ACTION ITEM:  Shawn to send Tess his crime comparison spreadsheet for newsletter, online. 

 

7.4 LAMC 41.18 Special Enforcement Zone Enforcement and revalidation (Lankershim Boulevard, 

Riverside Drive, Vineland Avenue).   

 

Tess states that Special Enforcement Zones on Vineland Avenue and Riverside Drive expire in June 2024.  

One resident filed a permit violation complaint about NoHo Home Alliance.  Outcome pending. 

Louis asks are these items newsworthy?  Shawn:  Yes.  Find out how Tiny Homes are filled.   

Jo Ann proposes speaker to discuss how to help get people housed in Tiny Homes or other shelter. 

Don states that when you solve homelessness, people will be out of jobs. 

 

7.5 Vineland (Little Vineland) Median retrofit (West Toluca Lake). 

 

Tess reports new plantings were just put in.   Jo Ann asks about funds available for art improvements.  

 

ACTION ITEM:  Jo Ann to obtain information from Shannan Calland about source(s) of grant funding for 

community improvement and art projects. 

 

7.6 Planned absences of LAPD Senior Lead Officer Kurtis Delbar for GTL. 

7.7 Registry of properties that pose concerns (party houses, abandoned properties). (Louis Schillace) 

 

ACTION ITEM:  Shawn and Louis will create spreadsheet of nuisance properties, devise way to get 

people to report (call a number, send email, fill out a short form, etc.). 

 

7.8 Community Emergency Response Team CERT. (Irene Birmingham, Deborah Bartlett) 

7.9 $2M Grant to Toluca Lake Beautification Partners – referred to Planning & Land Use Committee 

(PLUM). 

7.10 Universal Roller Coaster – referred to Planning and Land Use Committee (PLUM). 

7.11 North Hollywood High School student participation – referred to Outreach Committee. 

7.12 GTLNC 2023 Holiday Edition – referred to Outreach Committee. 
 

8. Next meeting date:  Monday, February 5
th

, 2024 at 6:00PM to take place at Toluca Lake Elementary 

School located at 4840 Cahuenga Boulevard, N. Hollywood, CA  91601 in Classroom 17. 
 

9. Adjournment.   7:27PM 
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Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Por favor contacte Jo Ann 

Rivas, Secretary, o por correo electrónico at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS:  Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when 

the respective item is being considered.  Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s 

jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting 

on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may 

become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of 

the Board. 

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS - GTLNC agendas are posted for public review as follows: 

 Discovery Store (Community Kiosk), at the Southeast corner of Forman Ave. and Riverside Dr.; 

 GTLNC.org; or 

 You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at  

https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils 

 

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los 

Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its 

programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be 

provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you 

wish to attend by contacting Jo Ann Rivas, Board Secretary via email at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org.    

 

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS:  In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a 

majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at GTLNC.org or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a 

copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact Jo Ann Rivas, Board Secretary via email at Joann.Rivas@gtlnc.org 

 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS:  For information on the GTLNC’s process for board action reconsideration, 

stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the GTLNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are 

available at our Board meetings and our website GTLNC.org       

 

SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION:  Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes 

del evento. Por favor contacte a Jo Ann Rivas, Secrtary de la Mesa Directiva, por correo electrónico JoAnn.Rivas@gtlnc.org para avisar al 

Concejo Vecinal. 

 

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES:  If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you 

to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available at 

ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 
 

http://www.gtlnc.org/
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils
http://www.gtlnc.org/
mailto:ethics.commission@lacity.org

